Acts 7:60



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” with the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb TITHĒMI, which means “to put, place, or lay.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Stephen produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, used as a personal pronoun “his” and the noun GONU, means “knees” (BDAG, p. 205).  The construction TITHĒMI with GONU is an idiom, meaning “to bend the knees” or “to kneel down” (BDAG, p. 1003).  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KRAZW, which means “to cry out: he cried out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Stephen produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the instrumental of manner (which indicates that manner with which something is done) from the feminine singular noun PHWNE and adjective MEGAS, meaning “with a loud voice.”
“Then kneeling down, he cried out with a loud voice,”
 is the vocative masculine singular from the noun KURIOS, meaning “Lord” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ, just mentioned in Stephen’s previous statement.  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to set, place; of legal enforcement: Lord, do not hold this sin against them Acts 7:60.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire present action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord is to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive and a subjunctive of prohibition, which functions like an imperative of entreaty, asking that the Lord not initiate the action of holding this sin against them. (See Wallace, p. 469.)
This is followed by the dative of disadvantage from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “against them” (Brooks & Winbery, p. 34).  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, used as an adjective, meaning “this” plus the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, meaning “sin” and referring to the murder of Stephen.
“‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them!’”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” or “And then,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and referring to what Stephen has just said.  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: having said.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the past, completed action and is translated with the English helping verb ‘having’.


The active voice indicates that Stephen produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the third person singular aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb KOIMAOMAI, which means “to fall asleep, die, pass away Jn 11:11; Acts 7:60; 13:36; 1 Cor 7:39; 11:30; 15:6, 51; 2 Pet 3:4; 1 Thes 4:14f; 1 Cor 15:18.”
  Falling asleep is used in the NT as a metaphor for Christian death.  There is no such thing as ‘soul sleep’ in some intermediate place awaiting the resurrection of the Church.  That is a complete heresy.

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent passive is passive in form (the ) but active in meaning—Stephen producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“And having said this, he fell asleep.”
Acts 7:60 corrected translation
“Then kneeling down, he cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them!’  And having said this, he fell asleep.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then kneeling down, he cried out with a loud voice,”

a.  The lynching mob continues to stone Stephen as he cries out to the Lord Jesus to receive his spirit.  Then he kneels down—a position of obedience and respect for the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  Stephen was not forced to his knees by the rocks being thrown at him.  He knelt down of his own free will (the active voice of the verb).

c.  Then Stephen said something for the sake of the mob gathered there to kill him.  He said one of the greatest things ever uttered by a believer in the history of the Church, and he did so in a voice that all could hear.


d.  He didn’t raise his voice so that Jesus could hear him in heaven.  God can hear a silent prayer.  He raised his voice for the benefit of those in the crowd, who might still care enough to believe in Christ.


e.  Stephen demonstrates his personal love and respect for God and his unconditional love for those who were killing him.  He truly applied doctrine to the situation as a mature believer.

2.  “‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them!’”

a.  Stephen again addresses his request/prayer to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Stephen is making an issue out of the deity of Christ, so that everyone in that crowd will understand that he still considers Jesus as God the Son, and no amount of stoning in going to make him change his mind.

b.  Stephen models the prayer of our Lord on the Cross, mentioned in Lk 23:34a, “But Jesus was saying, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’”


c.  The subjunctive mood here is important, because it leaves the matter in the Lord’s hands as to how He will deal with these murderers.

d.  “The best test of the revolutionary new ethic [Christian unconditional love] is Stephen’s praying for his murderers, one of the noblest expressions of divine grace ever recorded.”


e.  Stephen, in effect, asks that his murder not be held against these men, which of course includes the Pharisee called Saul.


f.  God will honor this request in the case of Saul as well as the rest of these men, because it is the last request of a mature believer and parallels the request of the humanity of Christ on the Cross.

g.  This is the second time God has had to forgive these members of the Sanhedrin for murder.  But that is not a problem of God the Father or God the Son, because their sins were already judged on the Cross.


h.  What a contrast this prayer of unconditional love for one’s enemies is with the imprecatory prayers of David in the Old Testament.


i.  Stephen demonstrated to the ultimate what God expects of the mature believer in the face of adversity—unconditional love for all, even to the point of physical death.
3.  “And having said this, he fell asleep.”

a.  Having finished his testimony in the angelic conflict, Stephen dies.

b.  The Lord receives his soul and spirit and Stephen is absent from the body and face-to-face with the Lord.  The soul does not ‘sleep’.  It is fully alive and functional in heaven with the Lord immediately after it leaves the body.  The believer is not in some sort of unconscious state of suspended animation after physical death while awaiting the resurrection of the Church.  The believer is perfectly cognizant in an interim body, a spiritual body, awaiting the resurrection body, 1 Cor 15:44, “It is sown a physical body; it is raised a spiritual body.  If there is a physical body, and there is, there is also a spiritual.”


c.  Some important principles regarding martyrdom.



(1)  Stephen did not seek martyrdom.  It is arrogance and wrong to seek to die.  We serve the Lord Jesus Christ on this earth for as long a period of time as He desires.



(2)  The Lord determines the time, manner, and place of our death.  We do not.  If it is His will that we die as a martyr, then we will do so.  We do not need to create or contribute to the situation of becoming a martyr.  We don’t need to try to become a martyr.



(3)  Remember that the Lord brought Paul back to life after he was stoned in Lystra.  The Lord did not want Paul to die as a martyr at that place and time.  Paul would later be killed for his faith in Christ thirty years later by a Roman executioner, and that is a martyrdom he did not seek.



(4)  On the other hand we are not to seek to avoid martyrdom, if that is the manner in which the Lord wishes us to die.  To die as a martyr for Christ is a privilege and honor given by God.  Therefore, it not something that we seek, because it is a gift from God, nor is it something to avoid, because it is a gift from God.



(5)  Even though Stephen was being stoned, his death was not painful.  It was like falling asleep.  Ps 116:15, “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His godly ones.”

d.  The first Christian martyr has completed one of the greatest testimonies for Christ ever given, and it will lead to the first great persecution of the Church.  Satan thinks he has won this battle, but God’s counterattack is about to occur with the evangelization of the Gentiles outside of Judea.
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