Acts 7:50



 is the strong negative adverb OUCHI, meaning “not” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun CHEIR with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My hand.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do; make, manufacture; produce, etc.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the hand of God did not produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

““Did My hand not make”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things” plus the accusative neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “all.”
“all these things?””
Acts 7:50 corrected translation
““Did My hand not make all these things?””
Explanation:
1.  ““Did My hand not make all these things?””

a.  This is a paraphrase from Isa 66:2a, “‘For My hand made all these things, thus all these things came into being,’ declares the Lord.  ‘But to this one I will look, to him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word.’”

b.  Stephen has taken the declarative statement of the Lord and turned it into a rhetorical question.  The Lord is obviously not seeking an answer.  He knows that He made all things.

c.  Stephen turns the declarative statement of Isaiah into a rhetorical question to attempt to get the members of the Sanhedrin to think—think about what they believe and why they believe it.


d.  The fact that God the Son is the creator of the universe is clearly declared in Col 1:15-16, “Who [Jesus Christ] is the image of the invisible God (the first-born with reference to every creature), because by means of Him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and invisible, whether angelic kings or angelic lords, whether angelic general officers or field grade officers, all things have been created through Him and because of Him.”

2.  What’s the point being made by this question?


a.  If God made all things, then God doesn’t need man to make anything for Him.


b.  If God made all things, then God is the source of all things and there is nothing man can offer God that God didn’t already make in the first place.


c.  God is capable of making anything He wants.  If God needed a house, a tabernacle, or a temple, then He would provide one for Himself.


d.  God is never dependent on man.  We are totally dependent upon Him.


e.  In their arrogance, the Sanhedrin thinks that God needs them, their restored temple, their sacrifices, and their worship.  God needs none of it.  God permits it only so that they might see Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  They will do neither, and at this point Stephen recognizes that fact by the look on their faces.  Therefore, the tone and tenor of his speech takes a dramatic turn in what is said next.

f.  Stephen now puts the Sanhedrin on trial before God and announces their condemnation.
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