Acts 7:5



 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And yet; However” followed by the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: He did not give.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the God of Glory produced the action of not giving something to Abraham.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him” and referring to Abraham.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun KLĒRONOMIA, which means “an inheritance.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person feminine singular possessive personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in it” and referring to the land to which God sent Abraham.

“However He did not give him an inheritance in it,”
 is the negative adverb OU plus the conjunction DE, combined to mean “not even.”  Then we have the appositional accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun BEMA, which means “the step” (BDAG, p. 175) plus the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun POUS, meaning “of a foot.”  The phrase “the step of a foot” refers to what we would call in English measurement “one square yard.”
“not even the step of a foot [a square yard],”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet,” followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb EPAGGELLOMAI, which means “to promise: He promised.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent middle functions like an active voice, God (the Lord Jesus Christ) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which regards a future action as an already-having-occurred, established fact.


The active voice indicates that the God of Israel would produce the action.


The infinitive is used after a verb of communication to introduce indirect discourse, and is translated “to give” or “that He would give.”
This is followed by the dative of indirect object/dative of advantage from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to Abraham.  Then we have a double accusative of the object and complement.
  First we have the preposition EIS plus the double accusative (or accusative complement or predicate accusative) from the feminine singular noun KATASCHESIS, which means “as a possession” (BDAG, p. 528).  Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it” and referring back to the feminine singular noun GĒ = ‘the land’ in the previous verse.  This is followed by the connective or additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the dative of indirect object/advantage from the neuter singular article and noun SPERMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to his descendants.”  Then we have the preposition META plus the accusative of measure of extent of time from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “after him.”
“and yet He promised to give it as a possession to him and to his descendants after him,”
 is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the genitive absolute from the neuter singular present active participle of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be; to be alive; to exist.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was then happening.


The active voice indicates that children of Abraham produced the action of not yet existing.


The participle is temporal, indicating a contemporaneous time with the action of main thought—God’s promise to Abraham to give the land to his descendants.  It is translated “when…did not exist.”
Then we have the dative of possession from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “belonging to him” and referring to Abraham.  Finally, we have the genitive absolute
 (subject of the participle) from the neuter singular noun TEKNON, meaning “a child.”  There is no Greek word stated or implied that suggests the word “even” as found in the New American Standard Version.
“when a child belonging to him did not exist.”

Acts 7:5 corrected translation
“However He did not give him an inheritance in it, not even the step of a foot [a square yard], and yet He promised to give it as a possession to him and to his descendants after him, when a child belonging to him did not exist.”
Explanation:
1.  “However He did not give him an inheritance in it, not even the step of a foot [a square yard],”

a.  God resettled Abraham in the land of the Canaanites, but God did not give Abraham even the smallest piece of that land as an inheritance.

b.  This is also explained in Heb 11:8-10, “By means of confidence in doctrine Abraham, after being called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was about to receive for an inheritance.  In fact he went out, not knowing where he was going.  By means of confidence in doctrine he lived in the country of promise as an alien, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, joint-heirs of the same promise.  For he kept on waiting for the city having foundations, whose architect and builder [is] God.”

c.  God didn’t give Abraham an inheritance in the land of Canaan, because God was going to give Abraham an inheritance in the kingdom of the Lord for a thousand years and then in the eternal kingdom.


d.  Abraham would receive an inheritance for time and eternity far better than anything that could be given to him at the time of his sojourn on earth.


e.  God did not want Abraham to have an inheritance in Satan’s kingdom, but in the Lord’s own kingdom.


f.  The real temporal inheritance for the Jews is not the land of Palestine, but the fulfillment of the unconditional covenants in the millennial reign of Christ.

2.  “and yet He promised to give it as a possession to him and to his descendants after him,”

a.  The Lord made a promise to Abraham, called the Abrahamic covenant, which is the land grant of area called Israel.  Some commentators say that God just promised to make a promise, but that idea has no substance to it.  God actually and really promised the land of Canaan and later the land of the Philistines to Abraham and his descendants.  Abraham’s descendants for this promise go through the line of Isaac and Jacob rather than any of Abraham’s other Arab children, since this promise is reiterated to Isaac and Jacob.  Therefore, the promise of the Abrahamic covenant is to the Jews and not the Arabs.

b.  This promise is stated in:



(1)  Gen 12:5-7, “Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his nephew, and all their possessions which they had accumulated, and the persons which they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan; thus they came to the land of Canaan.  Abram passed through the land as far as the site of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh.  Now the Canaanite was then in the land.  The Lord appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your descendants I will give this land.’  So he built an altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him.”


(2)  Gen 13:14-15, “The Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, ‘Now lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the land which you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants forever.”



(3)  Gen 15:7, “And He said to him, ‘I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it.’”


(4)  Gen 17:8, “I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.”



(5)  Gen 48:4, “and He said to me, ‘Behold, I will make you fruitful and numerous, and I will make you a company of peoples, and will give this land to your descendants after you for an everlasting possession.’”
DOCTRINE OF THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT
A.  Definition and Description.

1.  The unconditional covenant (agreement, disposition) between God, as party of the first part, in favor of Abraham and his progeny, as the party of the second part, is the Abrahamic Covenant.  This is a promise from the justice of God.  Unconditional means there are no strings attached.


2.  This covenant is a deposition made by God in favor of Abraham.


3.  Like all covenants, it is a part of the divine decrees.


4.  Abraham is the beneficiary without merit.  The source of this blessing to Abraham and his descendants is not any merit in Abraham, but Abraham’s obedience to the justice of God and the fact that God is pleased.


5.  The source of this blessing to Abraham and his descendants is the justice of God.  The justice of God is free to fulfill this covenant to Abraham at the point of his spiritual maturity.

B.  The Original Declaration of the Covenant, Gen 12:1‑3.

1.  “Now JHWH [Jesus Christ] had spoken to Abram, ‘Go with reference to yourself from your land, and from your relatives, and from the place of your birth, to a land which I will cause you to see; and I will manufacture from you a great nation, and I will bless you, and I will cause your person to become great; therefore, you will become a blessing.  And I will bless those who bless you, but the one who despises you, I will curse, and all the races shall be blessed through you.’”


2.  Verse one emphasizes Abraham's necessary isolation and separation from Ur for the fulfillment of the covenant, for the development of the new race, and for the development of his spiritual advance, plus separation from his family to avoid personal distraction.  Land is specified because of coming disaster.


3.  Verse two is Abraham's logistical grace support necessary to fulfill this promise.  All four categories of blessing were given for the encouragement of his momentum, and in anticipation of his reaching maturity and historical impact.


4.  Verse three has three parts:



a.  Blessing by association.



b.  A curse on anti-Semitism.



c.  A messianic blessing clause.

C.  The Land Promise in the Abrahamic Covenant, Gen 13:14‑16.

1.  “And the Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, ‘Now lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the land which you see, I will give to you and to your progeny forever.  And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if anyone can count the dust of the earth, then your descendants also can be counted.’”


2.  This is amplified in Gen 15:18‑21, which gives the dimensions.


3.  The Jews do not have any right to this land until Jesus Christ returns at the Second Advent.  Any land they acquire now must be by conquest, as with all other nations.  Until the Second Advent, the Jews only attain land by the principle of seizing and holding, a military principle found in divine institution number four.  To date, David had the largest amount of land by conquering the indigenous population of the Jebusites.


4.  This land promised goes from the Nile to Saudi Arabia and from the Euphrates to the Mediterranean.

D.  The Covenant was Confirmed to Isaac, Gen 26:3‑4, “Sojourn in this land and I will be with you and bless you, for to you and to your descendants I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath which I swore to your father Abraham.  I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven, and will give your descendants all these lands; and by your descendants all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.”

1.  This had to be done to prove the covenant would not be fulfilled through the line of Ishmael.


2.  This is the doctrine of blessing by association.  Nations are blessed because of their relationship with the Jewish nation.

E.  The Covenant was Confirmed to Abraham’s Grandson Jacob, Gen 35:12, “The land which I gave to Abraham and Isaac, I will give it to you, and I will give the land to your descendants after you.”  This is why the title of Jesus Christ is so important as “the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”

F.  The Covenant was Confirmed at the Time of the Exodus, Ex 6:2‑8, “God spoke further to Moses and said to him, ‘I am the Lord; and I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, Lord, I did not make Myself known to them.  I also established My covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they sojourned.  Furthermore I have heard the groaning of the sons of Israel, because the Egyptians are holding them in bondage, and I have remembered My covenant.  Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, “I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage.  I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments.  Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.  I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession; I am the Lord.”’”

1.  This was the time for the formation of the Jewish nation.  This covenant was the basis on which God delivered the Jews, a race in slavery, and caused them to become a nation.


2.  Six hundred years after the death of Abraham there are still blessings to the Jews, all from blessing to one mature believer.


3.  EL SHADDAI means the many‑breasted God, referring to His many grace provisions.

G.  The Mechanics of the Abrahamic Covenant Demanded Sexual Prosperity, Gen 17:1‑7; Rom 4:13‑18.

1. There is blessing in every generation to the Jews of that generation.  The omnipotence and logistical grace support of God are emphasized.


2.  Gen 17:2, “That I may give My covenant between Me and you; I will cause you to be multiplied by maximum use of My power.”

H.  The New Race and Land are Brought Together in the Covenant, Gen 17:8, “Furthermore, I have given to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your pilgrimage, all the land of Canaan, for an eternal possession; therefore, I will be your God.”

I.  Circumcision is the Ritual of Confirmation and Acknowledgment that this is an Unconditional Covenant, Gen 17:9‑14; Rom 4:9-12.
1. Circumcision in Israel is a reminder that God keeps His word.  
 

2.   Circumcision means that any Jew who believes in Christ will be the recipient of this covenant forever. 

3.   Circumcision illustrates the faith-rest drill and Abraham’s dependence on the omnipotence and faithfulness of God.

J.  Amplification of the Covenant after Abraham Passes Momentum Testing, Gen 22:17‑24.
K.  The Covenant is related to Joseph’s Coffin.  The Abrahamic covenant became the basis of Joseph having something greater in dying than he ever had in living:  Joseph’s coffin.  His coffin was a doctrinal reminder to the Jews that God would deliver them.  It was never placed in the ground, but was carried with the Jews to the land, Heb 11:22.

L.  God Has Promised an Eternal City For Abraham, Rev 21:2, 10.

1.  The New Jerusalem, extends from the Nile to the Euphrates, and from the Mediterranean to Saudi Arabia.


2.  This city is spectacular, “And then he carried me away under the influence of the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and he showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God (Her splendor [was] like a very precious gemstone, like a gemstone of crystal-clear diamond.), having a great and high wall, having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels; furthermore names were inscribed, which are [the names] of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.  On the east [there were] three gates and on the north three gates and on the south three gates and on the west three gates.  And the wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them [were] the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  Furthermore, the one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod, in order to measure the city, that is, its gates and its wall.  And the city is laid out as a square, and its length [is] as long as the width.  And then he measured the city with the rod for twelve thousand stades [=fifteen hundred miles]; its length and width and height are equal.  And then he measured its wall, one hundred and forty four cubits [seventy-two yards] according to human measurement, which the angel was using.  Now the material of its wall [was] diamond and the city [was] pure gold, like clear crystal.  The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every precious stone.  The first foundation stone [was] jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.  Furthermore the twelve gates [were] twelve pearls.  Every single one of the gates was from a single pearl.  In addition the street of the city [was] pure gold, like transparent glass.”

3.  This city is part of Abraham's eternal escrow blessings.

3.  “when a child belonging to him did not exist.”

a.  God’s promise to Abraham was made before Abraham had any children and clearly before Abraham had Ishmael.  The promise is made in Gen 12, 13, and 15 before Ishmael comes along in Gen 16.

b.  Abraham trusted the Lord so much that he was willing to leave his native land, travel to an unknown place filled with people he did not know, and live there as a resident alien, depending upon a promise of God that he knew would not be fulfilled in his lifetime.  That is the practical application of faith and trust in God.

c.  Even after children and grandchildren that did belong to Abraham existed in multitudes, Abraham still did not possess the land that God had promised.

d.  What about Gen 23, which says that Abraham purchased a piece of land and a cave in order to bury Sarah?  This was not an inheritance from God, but a piece of land that Abraham insisted upon buying, and being a grave site, it was useless for any other purpose.


e.  Abraham demonstrated his confidence in God many times in his life, but there are three significant points that are emphasized in Scripture.


(1)  Believing the Lord and leaving Ur and Haran for Canaan.



(2)  Believing that the Lord would give him a son at age 100.



(3)  Believing that the Lord would raise Isaac from the dead, when Abraham was commanded to offer him as a sacrifice.

� See Wallace, p. 182ff. for the explanation of the double accusative of object/complement.


� See Brooks & Winbery, Syntax of NT Greek, p. 17.
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