Acts 7:22



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb PAIDEUW, which means “to provide instruction for informed and responsible living, educate: Moses was educated in all the culture of the Egyptians Acts 7:22.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the subject, Moses, received the action of being educated.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun MWUSĒS, transliterated as “Moses.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular adjective PAS and the noun SOPHIA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine plural adjective AIGUPTIOS, meaning “in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.”
“And Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians,”
 is the additive/continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: he was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past state of being that continued up to some undefined point in time.


The active voice indicates that Moses produced the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective DUNATOS, which means “in general sense: able, capable, powerful of beings and their attributes, especially political power or influence; it is specifically used with reference to an area of competence or skill, meaning: competent; I am able or in a position, skilled, adept; Tit 1:9 be expert in; Heb 11:19 be capable of; be strong, capable in something=distinguish oneself in it Lk 24:19; ‘very effective in speech and action’ Acts 7:22.”
  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine plural noun LOGOS plus the connective conjunction KAI with the neuter plural noun ERGON and the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in his words and actions.”
“and he was capable in his words and actions.”
Acts 7:22 corrected translation
“And Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was capable in his words and actions.”
Explanation:
1.  “And Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians,”

a.  Stephen continues to show his respect and admiration for Moses, by mentioning something not found in the Torah—the Egyptian education of Moses.

b.  “Moses’ instruction included the elements of a foreign pagan culture and secular learning.  Josephus speaks of his superior ‘understanding’ as does Philo, who credits him with proficiency in all branches of education.”


c.  “Because he was brought up by Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians’, and according to Jewish tradition this included arithmetic, geometry, poetry, music, astronomy, and many other subjects.  Schools in Egypt were associated with the temples and were controlled by the priests.  Medicine and religion were key subjects if the child was to become a priest.  Moses would have been brought up by the ‘teacher of the king’s children’ at the royal court and would have learned how to write Egyptian hieroglyphics with ink on papyrus.  He most probably also learned the Canaanite script, because Canaan was linked with Egypt at the time.  When Moses was told to teach the law to the people, it was effected by repetition and example (Dt 11:19), public reading (Dt 31:10–13), and the use of song writing (Dt 31:19).  Since it was common in Egypt to sing lessons, this probably reflects the way that Moses was taught.  It may be important to note that God called Moses to leadership from a strong educational background, just as Paul was called centuries later to lead the church.”


d.  God prepared Moses academically for what would be needed eighty years later, when Moses would write the first five books of the Old Testament—the Pentateuch or Torah.


e.  God prepared Moses militarily, which training Moses passed on to Joshua and the other men who eventually led the army of Israel when they entered the land.


f.  God prepared Moses in the area of poetry and music, which are seen in some of the psalms, which were written by Moses.


g.  Moses received a well rounded education and mastered all the subjects he learned.  He was a genius in many areas of learning. 
2.  “and he was capable in his words and actions.”

a.  Moses did not waste the education God provided for him.  He used that education to make himself powerful, capable, competent, and adept at what he did.

b.  Two areas are emphasized by Stephen:



(1)  The fact that Moses was competent and capable in words refers to both his speaking ability and his writing ability.  This can be seen in his speeches before Pharaoh and in the Torah.


(2)  The fact that Moses was competent in his actions can be seen in his leadership of Israel both in Egypt and during the forty years in the desert.


c.  “As soon as the natural time for weaning the child had come, he was transferred from the humble abode of his father to the royal palace, where he was brought up as the adopted son of the princess, his mother probably accompanying him and caring still for him.  He grew up amid all the grandeur and excitement of the Egyptian court, maintaining, however, probably a constant fellowship with his mother, which was of the highest importance as to his religious belief and his interest in his ‘brethren.’  His education would doubtless be carefully attended to, and he would enjoy all the advantages of training both as to his body and his mind.  He at length became ‘learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians’.  Egypt had then two chief seats of learning, or universities, at one of which, probably that of Heliopolis, his education was completed.  Moses, being now about twenty years of age, spent over twenty more before he came into prominence in Bible history.  These twenty years were probably spent in military service.  There is a tradition recorded by Josephus that he took a lead in the war which was then waged between Egypt and Ethiopia, in which he gained renown as a skillful general, and became ‘mighty in deeds’.”


d.  Stephen’s statement here is a direct refutation of the charge “We have heard him speaking blasphemous statements against Moses and God,” Acts 6:11.  Stephen was an admirer of Moses not a critic of him.
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