Acts 5:41



 is the postpositive affirmative particle MEN combined with the inferential conjunction OUN, which together mean “So or Then” (BDAG, p. 630).  With this we have the nominative masculine plural article, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “they” and referring to the apostles.  Then we have the third person plural imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go, proceed, or travel” (BDAG, p. 853).

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous action in past time that continued up to some undefined point in time.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions as an active voice, the apostles producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to rejoice; to be happy.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what was occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the apostles produced the action.


The participle is a participle of manner (Wallace, p. 627f).

This if followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the verb neuter singular noun PROSWPON, which means “from the presence.”  With this we have the genitive of identity from the neuter singular article and noun SUNHEDRION, meaning “of the Sanhedrin.”
“So they went from the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” followed by the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb KATAXIOW, which means “to consider someone worthy to receive some privilege, benefit, or recognition: consider worthy; in the passive voice: to be considered worthy 2 Thes 1:5; Lk 20:35; Acts 5:41.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact with emphasis on the completion of the action.  It is translated “they had been considered worthy.”

The passive voice indicates that the apostles received the action of being considered worthy by God to be persecuted on His behalf.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition HUPER plus the ablative of cause (“indicating the cause or reason for an action; and translated: because of, for the sake of, for; used with verbs of suffering, giving the reason for the suffering Acts 5:41; 9:16; 21:13”
) from the neuter singular article, used as a personal pronoun (“His”) and noun ONOMA, meaning “because of His person.”  Finally, we have the aorist passive infinitive from the verb ATIMAZW, which means “to deprive someone of honor or respect: to be dishonored/shamed, an especially grievous offense in the strongly honor-shame oriented Semitic and Greco-Roman societies Mk 12:4; Lk 20:11; Jn 8:49; Rom 2:23; Jam 2:6; passive voice Acts 5:41; that their bodies might be degraded Rom 1:24.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the apostles received the action of being dishonored, shamed, disrespected, and degraded.

The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb.
“because they had been considered worthy to be dishonored because of His person.”
Acts 5:41 corrected translation
“So they went from the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been considered worthy to be dishonored because of His person.”
Explanation:
1.  “So they went from the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing”

a.  The beatings are over and the apostles are given their freedom to leave.  They leave the Sanhedrin, but do so in a manner quite unexpected by the members of the Sanhedrin.

b.  The apostles leave in a state of happiness and rejoicing rather than in a state of shame and humiliation, which is what the members of the Sanhedrin expected.

c.  To receive a public beating in Jewish, Greek, and Roman culture was one of the greatest disgraces that could happen to a person.  Normally the person who received such a beating was completely humiliated and disgraced.  Such was not the case with the apostles.


d.  They rejoiced in their sufferings for Christ as is frequently mentioned elsewhere in Scripture.



(1)  Phil 2:17, “Now even if I am poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice [study] and public service [teaching] which produces your doctrine [and I am], I keep on being happy and congratulate you all.”



(2)  Col 1:24, “Now I keep on rejoicing because of my sufferings as a substitute for you, that is, I complete my need [deficiencies] of Christ’s afflictions in my flesh as a substitute for His body, which body is the Church.”



(3)  1 Pet 4:12-16, “Beloved, do not be surprised because of the trial by fire among you for the purpose of testing which is happening for your benefit, as if an unusual thing was happening to you, but as you keep on sharing in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, in order that you might also rejoice exulting at the revelation of His glory.  If you are criticized because of the person of Christ, [you are] happy, because the Spirit of glory, that is, the Spirit of God rests upon you.  By no means let any of you suffer as murderer or thief or criminal, or as an enemy-leader.  But if [you suffer] as Christians and you do, stop being ashamed, but glorify God because of this title.”



(4)  2 Cor 4:8-11, “We are afflicted in every way, but not overwhelmed; we are left unprovided for, but not in great difficulty, being persecuted, but not forsaken; being physically hurt, but not destroyed, at all times carrying about in the body the death of Jesus, in order that the life of Jesus might also be revealed in our body.  For we, the living, are constantly being delivered over for death because of Jesus, in order that the life of Jesus might also be revealed in our mortal flesh.”



(5)  2 Cor 11:23-28, “Are they servants of Christ?  (I am speaking irrationally) I, to an even greater degree: in far greater hardships, in far more prisons, in much greater beatings, in danger of death frequently.  Five times I was given the thirty-nine [lashes] by the Jews.  Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; I have spent twenty-four hours adrift at sea.  On road-journeys many times, in dangers from rivers, in dangers from criminals, in dangers from the people [Jews], in dangers from Gentiles, in dangers in the city, in dangers in the desert, in dangers in the sea, in dangers by pseudo-believers.  In toil and exertion, in sleepless nights many times, in hunger and thirst, in situations without food many times, in cold and lack of sufficient clothing.  In addition to the external sufferings [there is] the daily pressure on me, the care of all the churches.”


e.  No doubt the Holy Spirit caused the apostles to remember the words of Jesus recorded in Lk 6:22-23, “Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man.  Be glad in that day and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven.  For in the same way their fathers used to treat the prophets.”

2.  “because they had been considered worthy to be dishonored because of His person.”

a.  Luke now gives the reason for the rejoicing and happiness of the apostles—they were considered worthy by God to be dishonored and disgraced because of their association with the person of Jesus Christ.

b.  There is no greater honor on earth than to be considered worthy by God.

c.  The apostles had done nothing wrong.  They had been completely obedient to God.  That obedience to the will of God was why God considered them to be worthy to receive this suffering for blessing.


d.  The apostles had received undeserved suffering as a testimony to their obedience to God.


e.  This was a momentum test that they passed with flying colors.


f.  They had been beaten for proclaiming Jesus as the Christ.  God had rewarded their faithfulness to Him with the honor of being beaten.  Were they masochists?  Definitely not!


g.  All of them recognized that the opposition of Satan was behind the flogging.  They recognized their own tactical victory in the angelic conflict, being permitted to suffer the same beating from the same Sanhedrin that had talked the Romans into doing it for them to the Lord Jesus Christ.


h.  They knew that they had not been beaten because they had done something wrong, but because of their relationship with Jesus Christ.  To be associated with Christ in such a manner is one of the greatest honors any of us could ever have.


i.  They were communicators of the Word of God, and as such were being honored by God.  This is why the Scripture says, “Those elders [pastor-guardians] having ruled well in the past with the result that they keep ruling honorably must be considered worthy of double honor [respect and compensation], most of all those who work hard in the Word, that is, the teaching,” 1 Tim 5:17.
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