Acts 5:19



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then or Now.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun AGGELOS, meaning “an angel” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord” in the sense of ‘belonging to the Lord’.  This means an elect angel from God.  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular noun NUX, meaning “during the night.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to open.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that an angel of the Lord produced the action of opening.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun THURA, meaning “the doors” plus the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun PHULAKĒ, meaning “of the prison.”

“Then during the night an angel of the Lord opening the doors of the prison,”
 is the additive use of the postpositive conjunction TE, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb EXAGW, which means “to lead out or bring out” (BDAG, p. 343).


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that an angel of the Lord produced the action of leading out.


The participle is circumstantial.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the apostles.  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say, speak, etc.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the angel produced the action of saying something.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a fact and reality that the angel spoke intelligible words to these men.
“and leading them out he said,”
Acts 5:19 corrected translation
“Then during the night an angel of the Lord opening the doors of the prison, and leading them out he said,”
Explanation:
1.  “Then during the night an angel of the Lord opening the doors of the prison,”

a.  Luke moves the drama along to the next significant event, which happened some time during the night the apostles were in prison.

b.  The apostles received a visit from an angelic messenger from the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is an angel from the Lord, not the ‘angel of the Lord’, which a title for the theophany of Jesus Christ during the period of the Old Testament.  “The angel of the Lord” never appears after the first advent of Christ.

c.  This angel is sent to help the apostles by setting them free from their imprisonment.  He does so by opening the various doors of the prison or jail where they are being kept.  Both the inner cell door where the apostles are roomed and the outer jail door to the outside of the building are opened.


d.  The miraculous release of the apostles is God’s counterattack to Satan’s attack against freedom of speech and freedom of religion.  God believes in freedom of speech.  Satan opposes it.  God believes in freedom of religion.  Satan opposes it.


e.  Satan tried to prevent the gospel message from being proclaimed by incarcerating the apostles.  God counters Satan’s illegal use of authority by His sovereign will and use of angelic power to overcome the physical laws of the universe, opening the locked doors of the prison.
2.  “and leading them out he said,”

a.  Simultaneously with miraculously opening the doors of the prison, the angel also escorts the apostles out of the prison and then tells them what God wants them to do.

b.  The act of helping the apostles escape from prison will not further endanger the apostles.  The act of the angel shows the apostles that they are under the direct protection of God.

c.  God will do whatever is necessary to keep His message of eternal salvation alive and powerful in the mouths of His witnesses.  The apostles have nothing to fear from what man can do to them.


d.  Spiritually the apostles are being led by the Holy Spirit and physically they are being led by an angel of the Lord.  What a wonderful combination.


e.  Now the angel will explain to them why they have been miraculously delivered from prison.  God always has a purpose related to His miracles and that purpose is always related to the proclamation of the gospel.
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