Acts 4:27



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb SUNAGW, which means “to gather together; to assemble.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Herod, Pilate, the Gentiles and the Jews received the action of being gathered together against Jesus.


The indicative mood is declarative for a statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “based on truth = in accordance with truth, truly Mk 12:14, 32; Lk 4:25; 20:21; Acts 4:27.”
  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun POLIS with the adjectival use of the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “in this city.”  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of relationship (meaning “against” as in Mt 26:55, ‘against a thief’
) from the masculine singular article and adjective HAGIOS plus the noun PAIS with the possessive genitive second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “against Your holy servant.”  This is followed by the appositional accusative from the masculine singular noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”
“For truly in this city…were gathered together against Your holy servant, Jesus,”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom” and referring to Jesus, who was just mentioned.  Then we have the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb CHRIW, which means “to anoint; in biblical literature it is only used in a figurative sense of an anointing by God setting a person apart for special service under divine direction Acts 4:27; 10:38; Lk 4:18; Heb 1:9; 2 Cor 1:21.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a statement of fact.
“whom You anointed,”
 is the nominative subject from two masculine singular proper nouns HERWIDĒS and PONTIOS PILATOS, which are connective by the Attic Greek construction TE KAI, meaning “both Herod and Pontius Pilate.”  Then we have the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association (meaning “along with, together with, or in addition to”) from the neuter plural noun ETHNOS, meaning “Gentiles” plus the connective KAI, meaning “and” plus the instrumental masculine plural from the noun LAOS, meaning “peoples = tribes” (BDAG, p. 586) and the possessive genitive or descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun ISRAĒL, meaning “along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel.”
“both Herod and Pontius Pilate along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel,”
Acts 4:27 corrected translation
“For truly in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel were gathered together against Your holy servant, Jesus, whom You anointed,”
Explanation:
1.  “For truly in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel were gathered together against Your holy servant, Jesus,”

a.  Luke continues by quoting the group’s explanation of Psalm 2.  It seems odd that the entire group would simultaneously be saying the same thing.  It is likely that one person, perhaps Peter, is speaking what everyone else is thinking and knows to be true.

b.  The adverbial prepositional phrase, meaning ‘truly’ indicates the absolute veracity of what is being said.  It is an absolute historical fact that the Jewish and Gentile leadership together with their followers conspired together or worked together to do away with Jesus.

c.  The phrase “in this city” obviously refers to the city of Jerusalem.


d.  The ‘Herod’ mentioned here is “Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great and tetrarch of Galilee and Perea (4 B.C.-A.D. 39).  He is ‘that fox’ of Lk 13:31-32 and the Herod most frequently mentioned in the NT.  Both Jesus and John the Baptist were his subjects and carried out their public careers mostly in his territories.  His career was dominated by his relationship to Herodias, whom he married in spite of the fact that she was his niece and married to his half-brother Herod when they met and that he was compelled to divorce a daughter of Aretas, the powerful king of the Nabateans, in order to marry her.  John the Baptist criticized this marriage, was imprisoned and later executed by Antipas (Mt 14:1-12; Mk 6:14-29; Lk 3:19-20; 9:7-9). According to the Gospel of Luke, Antipas also played a role in the trial of Jesus (Lk 23:6-16; Acts 4:27).  Antipas’ capital was Tiberias, characteristically named after the Roman emperor, which Antipas built on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Antipas’ star set as that of his nephew and brother-in-law Agrippa was rising. When Gaius Caligula became emperor, he granted to Agrippa Philip’s former territories, but with the title of king.  Under Herodias’ prodding, Antipas went to Rome to seek royal status.  Not only did he fail, but the agents of Agrippa accused him of crimes against Rome, and the outcome for him was deportation to Gaul and the grant of his territories to Agrippa.”


e.  Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor in charge of the territory of Judea (26-37 A.D.), and worked under the authority of the Roman proconsul of the Roman province of Syria.


f.  The meaning of the statement that Herod and Pilate gathered together against Jesus is described by Luke in Lk 23:1-12.


g.  It wasn’t just the leaders of the Gentiles and Jews that conspired to put Jesus to death, but the people who followed them played their part in the conspiracy against Jesus.  The Gentile unbelievers want no part of God ruling over them in any way and the Jewish unbelievers do not want Jesus as their Messiah.


h.  This statement clearly holds both the unbeliever Jewish and Gentile leaders and followers responsible for the death of Jesus.  All the unbelievers of this world gathered together against Jesus during His first advent, just as they will also do prior to and after His second advent.


i.  The object of their conspiracy is the humanity of Christ, Jesus, who is called here the “holy servant” of God the Father.



(1)  The title “holy” refers to the impeccability of the humanity of Christ.  He was completely and totally sinless, which was recognized by Pilate, Lk 23:4, “Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, ‘I find no guilt in this man.’”


(2)  The title “servant” refers to our Lord’s mission on earth to do the will of God the Father, Heb 10:7, “Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come…to do Your will, O God.’”  As the Son of God, Jesus Christ in His humanity is the servant of God the Father.  This was prophesied in Isa 53:1-11.

2.  “whom You anointed,”

a.  The anointing of Jesus Christ to come to earth as the servant of God the Father and suffer the judgment of spiritual death as a substitute for mankind was determined in the decree of God the Father in eternity past.

b.  The real anointing of Christ to fulfill the will of the Father regarding the salvation of mankind did not occur at our Lord’s baptism or on the Cross or at His resurrection or ascension or session.  This anointing took place in eternity past with the appointment of the second person of the Trinity as the Savior of mankind in the divine decree of God the Father.

c.  The ritual anointing or appointment of the humanity of Christ as the Savior of the world occurred at our Lord’s baptism by John, Acts 10:38, “You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit (Lk 3:21f) and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.”  But the real anointing or appointment of Christ as the Savior of the world took place in the predetermined plan and decree of God the Father before human history began.

d.  God the Father anointed or appointed God the Son to become a real human being, that is, God incarnate, in order to be the savior of the world.  This anointing really took place in eternity past.  The ritual demonstration of this anointing took place at our Lord’s baptism, which is why His baptism was unique, and why our Lord told John that it had to take place.


e.  Remember that the meaning of the verb for ‘anointing’ is God setting a person apart for special service under divine direction.  This is exactly what God the Father did with the humanity of Christ.  He was set apart to be the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.

f.  This entire verse tells us that everything that Satan motivated the Gentile and Jewish unbelievers to do against Jesus was a part of the predetermined and perfect plan of God the Father.  Without knowing it, Satan motivated the unbelievers of this world to carry God the Father’s exact plan for the salvation of those who would believe in Christ.  This is called the providence of God.  Nothing happens by accident in our lives.


g.  What is the application of this verse to our spiritual life?  The hatred, antagonism, vilification, and attacks of others against us were known to God in eternity past and are part of His perfect plan for our spiritual growth and glorification of Him.  We simply need to follow in our Lord’s footsteps and remember His words: “I have come to do Your will, O God.”
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