Acts 3:15



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun ARCHĒGOS, meaning “leader, ruler, prince” (BDAG, p. 138).  With this we have the genitive of product (see Wallace, p. 106) from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, meaning “of Life” in the sense that the word “life” is the product of the head noun “Prince.”  The idea is that Jesus Christ is the person who produces life in all things.  “The Prince of Life” is one of the many titles of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb APOKTEINW, which means “to kill” as also used by Luke in Lk 11:47.

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past event as a fact.


The active voice indicates that this crowd of Jews is responsible for producing the action of killing Jesus.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“but killed the Prince of Life,”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom” and referring back to the masculine singular noun ARCHĒGOS = ‘Prince’  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to both God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to raise.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past event as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father and God the Holy Spirit produced the action of raising Jesus from the dead.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, used as a substantive, meaning “from the dead.”
“whom God raised from the dead,”
 is the adverbial genitive of reference from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “with reference to which, concerning which, or of which.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun MARTUS, meaning “witnesses.”  Finally, we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: we are.”

The present tense is a descriptive/static and aoristic present, which describes a state or condition that is now going on as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Peter and John produce the action of being witnesses of the resurrected Jesus.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“of which we are witnesses.”
Acts 3:15 corrected translation
“but killed the Prince of Life, whom God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses.”
Explanation:
1.  “but killed the Prince of Life,”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “In fact you disowned the Holy and Righteous One and demanded that a man, a murderer be pardoned to you, but killed the Prince of Life, whom God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses.”

b.  Peter’s point is clear—these Jewish unbelievers demanded a man who took other people’s lives while at the same time killing the one Man who gives life to all things.  The proof that this one Man gives life to all things is the fact that God raised Him from the dead.

c.  Daniel called the Messiah “Prince” in Dan 9:25, “So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress.”  (The 69 weeks is the period of 483 years from the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity until the coming of Jesus as the Messiah.  The decree to rebuild the temple was issued by Artaxerxes Longimanus, who reigned over Persia from 465-425 B.C.   Neh 2:1ff states that the decree went forth in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes’ reign, that is, in 445 B.C.  When you add 483 years to 445 B.C. you end up at 38 A.D.  However, the Jews had a 360 day year, not a 365 day year.  Based upon a 360 day year, the 483 year period ends in the spring of 32 A.D.  Another interpretation of the 483 year period is that it began with Artaxerxes decree that the Jews could return to Jerusalem in 458 B.C., which makes the 483 year period end in 26 A.D. at the beginning of the ministry of Jesus.  Most modern scholars believe Jesus was crucified in 30 A.D. and had a four year ministry based upon the four Passovers mentioned in the gospels.  This calculation would be based upon 365 day years.)  The point here is that Daniel calls the Messiah “The Prince,” which Peter uses to emphasize that Jesus Christ, the Messiah, is the ruler over all living things.  He is the creator of life.

d.  Peter will again use the title “Prince” in reference to the Lord, when he testifies before the Sanhedrin in Acts 5:31.  The word ARCHĒGOS means both: the author or source of something and the leader or ruler of something.  Our Lord is both the source of life and the ruler over life.

e.  Notice that Peter doesn’t say that the Romans killed the Messiah.  He says “you killed the Prince of Life.”  The responsibility for the death of the Messiah was upon the heads of the Jews of Jerusalem, not the Romans.

f.  Jesus Christ is the ruler over all life, since He is the creator of the universe and all living things within it, Col 1:16, “because by means of Him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and invisible, whether angelic kings or angelic lords, whether angelic general officers or field grade officers, all things have been created through Him and because of Him.”
2.  “whom God raised from the dead,”

a.  Peter continues by declaring that God raised Jesus Christ from the dead.  This is the testimony which the Lord commanded the apostles to give to the Jews.  Peter is now fulfilling this command.

b.  “God” here refers to both God the Father, who restored Jesus’ human spirit to His body in the grave (“in to Your hands I deposit My spirit”), and God the Holy Spirit who restored Jesus’ human soul from Hades to the grave (“You will not abandon My soul to Hades”).


c.  The fact that God raised Jesus from the dead is the same testimony that Peter gave to the crowd on Pentecost.


d.  The resurrection of Christ from the dead is the central proof that Jesus was God, was the Messiah, was the Son of God, and had done the will of God.  Rom 1:4, “who was declared ‘The Son of God’ powerfully in relation to the Spirit of Holiness by means of resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

e.  The resurrection of Christ from the dead is the one thing that Satan seeks to discredit beyond all other things in this life.  Without the resurrection of Christ our faith is meaningless.  As Paul argues in 1 Cor 15:12-17, “Now if Christ is proclaimed that He has been raised from the dead, and He is, how dare some among you say that there is no resurrection from the dead?  And if there is no resurrection from the dead, neither has Christ been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, then as a result our proclamation [is] without any basis of truth, and your faith [is] in vain [without result, for no purpose].  Furthermore, we are found also [to be] false-witnesses toward God, because we have testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if indeed on the other hand the dead are not being raised.  Therefore, if the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith [is] useless, you are still in the sphere of your sins.”

f.  “That Jesus rose from the dead after He had been killed gripped them and became the main point in their proclamation.  Certainly the early Church was built on the preaching of the Resurrection.  If there had been no Resurrection there could have been no preaching; the Resurrection was central for the believers and gave them their message.  If there was no Resurrection Christianity was built on a foundation of sand. Paul in particular saw the Resurrection as fundamentally important; without it Christian preaching and faith were vain and empty.”
 


g.  These Jews killed the source of all life, but death could not hold Him, since he is the ruler over all life.  Therefore, God raised the Source of Life from the dead.

3.  “of which we are witnesses.”

a.  Peter and John were eye-witnesses of the resurrection of Christ.  Only two witnesses were needed, and here two witnesses are testifying before the crowd.  There were many more witnesses as the crowd already knew from the events of Pentecost.

b.  Not only were Peter and John eye-witnesses to the resurrection of Christ, but they were also eye-witnesses to the fact that these Jews had killed the Messiah.  This fact stuns the crowd, since the crowd now knows that there are eye-witnesses that will stand and condemn their murder of Jesus before the Supreme Court of Heaven.  God has the witnesses He needs to find them guilty of the murder of His Son.


c.  God the Holy Spirit will use this fact to pierce their conscience and bring about a change of mind about the person of Christ and result in the salvation of many.


d.  The Lord told the apostles that they were to be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Acts 1:8, and for the second time this prophecy is fulfilled.
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