Acts 28:31



 is the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb KĒRUSSW, which means “to proclaim.”


The present tense is a historical/descriptive present, which describes the continuing past action during Paul’s two full years in Rome.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The participle is explanatory and circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA, meaning “the kingdom” plus the possessive genitive or the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”

“proclaiming the kingdom of God”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb DIDASKW, which means “to teach: teaching.”  The morphology of this participle is the same as the previous participle.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, meaning “the things” and used to substantivize the entire prepositional phrase that follows it; thus, identifying that prepositional phrase as the object of the verbal participle.  Thus we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular article and nouns KURIOS, IĒSOUS, and CHRISTOS, meaning “concerning the Lord Jesus Christ.”
“and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ”
 is the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances
 from the feminine singular adjective PAS and the noun PARRĒSIA, meaning “with all outspokenness, frankness, plainness; openness to the public; courage, confidence, boldness, fearlessness.”
  Sense all these possible meanings apply to choose one does not do justice to the other possibilities.  Therefore, I select the most likely and add in brackets the other nuances that most probably apply here: “openness [and courage and confidence].”  Finally, we have the adverb of manner AKWLUTWS, meaning “without hindrance.”

“with all openness [and courage and confidence], without hindrance.”
Acts 28:31 corrected translation
“proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness [and courage and confidence], without hindrance.”
Explanation:
1.  “proclaiming the kingdom of God”

a.  This verse is the conclusion of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Now he stayed two full years in his own rented lodgings and kept on welcoming all who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness [and courage and confidence], without hindrance.”

b.  Proclaiming the kingdom of God is a synonym for proclaiming the message of the gospel, which is salvation through faith in Jesus as the Christ.  “After the Baptist’s death the content of the gospel proclamation is given as the kingdom of God — a usage found in Acts in a sense hardly different from ‘preaching the gospel’.”
  The kingdom of God is the future reference to our Lord’s millennial reign on earth and the subsequent kingdom of God is the new heavens and new earth of the eternal state.



(1)  1 Cor 15:23-24, “But each person in his own division: Christ [is] the first-fruits, then those who belong to Christ at His return, then the end, when He will deliver over the kingdom to God, even the Father, when He will abolish every ruler, that is, every [human] authority and [angelic] ruler.”



(2)  Rev 11:15, “And then the seventh angel sounded his trumpet.  And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘The kingdom of the world has become [the kingdom] of our Lord [God the Father] and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.’”


(3)  Rev 12:10, “And then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, ‘Now the victory and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ has come to pass, because the accuser of our brethren has been thrown out, the one who constantly brings charges against them before our God day and night.”


(4)  Rev 22:3, “And there shall no longer be anything under a curse.  Furthermore, the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him;”

c.  Part of the proclamation of the kingdom of God is found in Heb 12:28, “Therefore, because we are certainly going to receive an unshakable kingdom, let us have gratitude, by means of which [gratitude] we may serve God in an acceptable manner with awe and profound respect;”

d.  Paul continues to do in Rome what he had done throughout the Roman province of Asia for three years, compare:



(1)  Acts 19:8, “Then after entering the synagogue, he continued speaking out openly for three months, discussing [the things] and persuading [them] about the kingdom of God.”


(2)  Acts 20:25, “And now, behold, I know that all of you will no longer see my face, all of you among whom I went about proclaiming the kingdom.”

e.  The message about the kingdom of God was the message of our Lord, mentioned in Acts 1:3, “To whom also He presented Himself by many convincing proofs as being alive after He suffered, appearing to them for forty days and speaking about the things concerning the kingdom of God.”

f.  Paul’s message was the same message given by Philip the Evangelist, Acts 8:12, “But when they believed Philip’s proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and the person of Jesus Christ, both men and women were being baptized.”
2.  “and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ”

a.  In addition to claiming the message of the gospel—that God’s kingdom of earth was coming and that anyone who wanted to be a part of that kingdom could do so by believing in Jesus as the Christ, the king of that kingdom—Paul also taught about the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  The title “the Lord Jesus Christ” is the full and official name of our Lord.  The title “Lord” refers to His deity.  The title “Jesus” refers to His true humanity.  The title “Christ” refers to His work, purpose, and ministry on earth in providing eternal salvation for mankind.

c.  The “things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ” include the fact that He is:



(1)  eternal God;



(2)  perfect humanity;



(3)  the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world;  therefore, our Savior;



(4)  the prince-ruler of the Church;



(5)  our high priest;



(6)  the One who intercedes for us with the Father; and infinitely more than I can list here.


d.  Paul’s ministry was twofold: to proclaim the message of the gospel and to teach the word of God.  Paul failed to obey God and paid the price for it in divine discipline, but God continued to use him to proclaim His message to a lost and dying world.  The message was far more important than the man, and man’s failure does not hinder the message of God.

3.  “with all openness [and courage and confidence], without hindrance.”

a.  Luke continues his treatise on the history, growth and spread of Christianity by telling us how Paul proclaimed the message of the gospel and the teaching about the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul was able to do this with all outspokenness, frankness, plainness; openness to the public; courage, confidence, boldness, fearlessness.  The Greek word PARRĒSIA has all of these meaning, and all of them apply here in one way or another.

b.  The importance of Luke’s last word cannot be understated.  No Roman soldier or Roman official did anything to try to stop Paul from proclaiming what he said.  No Jew tried to prevent him either.  The Romans did not find his messages seditious or treasonous.  In fact, they found nothing wrong with anything he was saying, and remember there was a soldier with him every moment to hear and report on every single word he said.  Had Paul say anything wrong, there would have been his immediate trial and execution.  There is no more clear statement by Luke that Paul was innocent, and therefore released from this imprisonment, than the word AKWLUTWS, meaning “without hindrance.”  The very fact Paul was not hindered indicates his complete innocence and acquittal of all charges.

c.  Paul wasn’t afraid to proclaim the message of gospel or to teach that Jesus was God on earth and would come again to judge the world.  In fact, Paul’s message was so well received that even members of Caesar’s household heard and believed, Phil 4:22, “All the saints say hello, but especially those from Caesar’s household.”  Paul’s message to the Gentiles was accepted just as he told the Jewish leaders of Rome, “Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation from God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will indeed listen,” Acts 28:28.


d.  The message of the gospel was unhindered during Paul’s two years in Rome and has continued to be unhindered for the rest of human history, just as Paul says during each of his Roman imprisonments:



(1)  During his first Roman imprisonment, Phil 1:12-14, “Now I want all of you to understand, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out rather for the advance of the gospel, with the result that my imprisonment in connection with Christ has become well known throughout the entire Praetorian Guard and all the rest.  In fact, the majority of the brethren, since they have confidence in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have much greater courage to communicate the Word [the message of the gospel] without fear.”



(2)  During his second Roman imprisonment, 2 Tim 2:9, “because of which [gospel] I am suffering to the point of being imprisoned as a criminal, but the Word of God is not bound [imprisoned].”

e.  “The content of Paul’s message forms the conclusion of the message of Acts.  He preached ‘the kingdom of God’ and taught about ‘the Lord Jesus Christ’.  The two belong together: the good news of God’s kingdom is the good news about Christ.  This was the same message Paul shared with the Roman Jews (verse 23).  It is ultimately the central message of Acts.  The book begins with Jesus sharing the message of God’s kingdom with His disciples (Acts 1:3).  …Luke ended not on Paul but on the gospel, on the message of the kingdom.  The word of God in Christ—not Peter, not Paul—is the real hero of Acts.”

4.  “The open-endedness that the modern reader senses in the ending of Acts is intentional.  Luke is chronicling not the life and times of Paul (or any other early Christian leader), which would have a definite terminus, but rather a phenomenon and movement that was continuing and alive and well in his own day.  He was chronicling what God had planned and accomplished and was continuing to accomplish in regard to the salvation of the world by means of the sharing of the good news.”

5.  The postscript of Paul’s life is not found in the New Testament, but in extrabiblical literature.  “Most probably Paul was released in A.D. 63 and visited Spain and the Aegean area before his re-arrest and death at the hands of Nero (about A.D. 67).  1 Clement (5:5–7; written around A.D. 95), the Muratorian Canon (written about A.D. 170), and the apocryphal work Acts of Peter (1: 3; written about A.D. 200) witness to a journey to Spain; and the Pastoral Epistles appear to involve a post-Acts ministry in the East [in 2 Tim 4:10 Paul has sent Titus to Dalmatia (Albania and Yugoslavia), which is also called by the name Illyricum, which is mentioned by Paul in Rom 15:19].”
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