Acts 25:13



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” with a genitive absolute construction, in which the noun HĒMERA in the genitive feminine plural, meaning “days” functions as the ‘subject’ of the genitive feminine plural aorist deponent middle participle of the verb DIAGINOMAI, which means “to pass/elapse of time Mk 16:1; Acts 25:13; since or when considerable time had passed 27:9.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact, but emphasizes the completion or conclusion of the action.  This is brought out in the translation by the use of the English auxiliary verb “had.”


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (several days) producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and is translated “after days had elapsed/passed.”

Then we have the genitive feminine plural adjectival use of the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “some, several.”  This adjective modifies the noun HĒMERA, “several days.”

“Now after several days had elapsed,”

 is the nominative of appellation and subject from the masculine singular proper noun AGRIPPAS, transliterated “Agrippa.”  This is followed by the appositional nominative from the masculine singular article and noun BASILEUS, meaning “the king.”  With this we have the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative of appellation and subject from the feminine singular proper noun BERNIKĒ, translated as “Bernice.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb KATANTAW, which means “to come (to), arrive (at), reach Acts 16:1; 18:19, 24; 21:7; 25:13; 27:12; 28:13; 20:15.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Agrippa and Bernice produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular proper noun KAISAREIA, which means “at Caesarea.”  Then we have the nominative masculine plural aorist deponent middle participle from the verb ASPAZOMAI, which means “to greet; to pay one’s respects to someone else.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subjects (Agrippa and Bernice) producing the action.


The participle is a telic participle
 and is the subsequent use of the aorist participle.  “There are a number of examples in biblical and extra-biblical Greek where an aorist participle is used to refer to an action occurring after the action of the main verb.  In virtually all of these examples, the aorist participle is placed after the main verb in syntactical order.”

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PHĒSTOS, which is transliterated “Festus.”

“Agrippa, the king, and Bernice arrived at Caesarea, for the purpose of paying their respects to Festus.”

Acts 25:13 corrected translation
“Now after several days had elapsed, Agrippa, the king, and Bernice arrived at Caesarea, for the purpose of paying their respects to Festus.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now after several days had elapsed,”

a.  Luke continues his narrative with the next significant event that occurred in Paul’s life after Paul appealed to Caesar and Festus granted his appeal.  A few days later something important occurred—the arrival of King Herod Agrippa II and wife/sister Bernice.


b.  The phrase “after several days” could be as short as four or five days or as long as over a week.  We don’t know exactly, and it isn’t critical.  The importance of the several days is that the Jewish leadership from Jerusalem has now had enough time to leave and return to Jerusalem.  They were not there, when King Agrippa II arrived.


c.  Agrippa’s capital was in the city of Caesarea Philippi (20-25 miles north of the Sea of Galilee) from which he came down to visit Festus.  It was a straight-line distance of 75 miles, and therefore, would have taken about five days of travel.  After Festus returned from Jerusalem Agrippa probably departed from Caesarea Philippi.


d.  During these several days Festus had to compose an explanatory statement (called in Latin litterae dimissoriae, “letter of dismissal”) along with the accused man [Paul], and the inexperienced Festus was certainly glad to have the aid of Agrippa in drafting this document.”
  “In his report to the Emperor Festus would be able to assert that Agrippa, someone respected by Nero, had concurred in the way Festus handled matters.”

2.  “Agrippa, the king, and Bernice arrived at Caesarea, for the purpose of paying their respects to Festus.”

a.  The proper protocol when a new procurator or governor was appointed was to make a visit to him and introduce oneself; thus showing support and acceptance of the new man in his position of authority.  Agrippa is not sucking up to Festus, but following the appropriate Roman protocol.  Festus would rule Judea, while Agrippa would rule areas north of Judea.  The two men were in somewhat equal positions of authority.


b.  Herod Agrippa, the king, was “king of the areas Northeast of the Roman province of Judea that had formerly constituted the tetrarchies of Phillip and Lysanias.  (From 48 to 66 the Jewish high-priesthood was given to whomever Agrippa wished to give it as a gift, and he was reputed to be well versed in Jewish religious practice.)”
  Agrippa ruled for forty-four years.



(1)  “Agrippa II, the son of Agrippa I and Cypros, daughter of Phasael (Herod the Great’s brother’s son) and Salampsio (Herod the Great’s daughter), was born in A.D. 27.  Although Claudius wanted to make Agrippa II king over his father’s territories, two freedmen persuaded him that a youth of seventeen years of age would not be able to rule such a large territory with so many diverse elements among the population.



(2)  In A.D. 50, however, two years after the death of Agrippa II’s uncle and brother-in-law Herod king of Chalcis [Lebanon], Claudius made Agrippa II king of Chalcis.  In 53 Claudius granted Agrippa II the tetrarchy of Philip in exchange for the territory of Chalcis.  Shortly after Nero became emperor in A.D. 54, he gave Agrippa the Galilean cities of Tiberias and Tarichea [both territories are west of the Sea of Galilee] and their surrounding land as well as the Perean cities of Julias and Abila and their surrounding land.  In appreciation for the imperial favor, Agrippa enlarged his capital city Caesarea Philippi and renamed it Neronias.  Agrippa II now ruled Philip the tetrarch’s territory with the added toparchies of Galilee and the three detached territories of Abilene, two middle toparchies of Perea, and Arca.



(3)  Agrippa II’s private life was not exemplary.  His sister Bernice came to live with him after their uncle, who was also her second husband, Herod king of Chalcis, died in A.D. 48. Because of the rumors of incest, she resolved to marry Polemo of Cilicia, but shortly after this she returned to her relationship with her brother.  This incestuous relationship became the common chatter in Rome.



(4)  Like his father Agrippa I, and his uncle Herod king of Chalcis, Agrippa II had control of the vestments of the high priest and had the right to appoint the high priests.  The Romans would consult him on religious matters and this may be why Festus asked him to hear Paul at Caesarea in A.D. 59.



(5)  In May of 66 the revolution in Palestine began.  Although Agrippa failed to quell the revolt, he sided with the Romans all through the war of 66–70.  After Nero’s suicide on June 9, 68, Vespasian sent his son Titus, with Agrippa accompanying him, to pay respects to the new emperor Galba.  Before they reached Rome, however, they received the news of Galba’s murder (Jan. 15, 69) and Titus returned to Palestine while Agrippa continued to Rome.  After Vespasian was elected emperor (July 1, 69) by the Egyptian and Syrian legions, Agrippa returned to Palestine to take the oath of allegiance to the new emperor.  Agrippa sided with Titus, who was in charge of the war in Palestine, and after the capture of Jerusalem (Aug. 5, 70), Agrippa was probably present at the victory celebrations in Rome over the destruction of his people.



(6)  Vespasian confirmed Agrippa in the possession of the kingdom he had previously governed and added new territories that are not recorded.  In A.D. 75 he and his sister Bernice went to Rome where she resumed being Titus’s mistress (as she had been during the war of 66–70).  This became a public scandal.  The Roman populace was against oriental queens because one of their choicest sons, Mark Antony, had been destroyed by the lust of the oriental queen Cleopatra.  So Titus sent her away.  When he became emperor in a.d. 79, Bernice returned again to Rome hoping to become the emperor’s wife.  But once again Titus sent her away, and she returned to Palestine, fading out of the pale of history.



(7)  After this time, nothing is known of Agrippa except that he corresponded with Josephus about The Jewish War, praised him for his accuracy, and subsequently purchased a copy.  Some theorize that Agrippa II died in A.D. 93, but it seems more likely to have been about A.D. 100.  Although the Talmud implies that Agrippa had two wives, Josephus gives no indication of his being married or having any children.  His death marked the end of the Herodian family.”


c.  Bernice is a Greek name meaning ‘victorious’ (from the noun NIKĒ).  She is the sister of Drusilla, the wife of Felix.  “She was the eldest daughter of Herod Agrippa I and sister of Herod Agrippa II. She was born about A.D. 28.   Her first marriage was to Marcus the son of Alexander Lysimachus of Alexandria.  After Marcus’ death she married her uncle, King Agrippa’s brother Herod, for whom Agrippa was able to procure the kingdom of Chalcis from Claudius [The Roman Emperor].  This marriage produced two sons, Bernicianus and Hyrcanus.  After Herod’s death in 48 she became involved in an incestuous relationship with her brother Agrippa II, with whom she listened to the defense of Paul at Caesarea before Festus.  In an attempt to silence the rumors about her relationship with Agrippa, she persuaded Polemo king of Sicily to undergo circumcision and marry her; but soon after they were married she left him and returned to her brother.  Josephus writes that she was in Jerusalem to perform a vow at the time when the Procurator Florus slaughtered many of the Jews (A.D. 66).  She pleaded with him to stop the massacre; but he refused to listen to her, and she herself was almost killed by his soldiers. During the war that ensued, her palace — as well as that of Agrippa — was set on fire by the Jews.  In later years she and Agrippa took an oath of loyalty to the emperor Vespasian.  It appears that about 75 they moved to Rome, where she became the mistress of Vespasian’s son Titus.”
  The Roman elite objected to Titus, the future emperor, having a Jewish wife/consort.  Therefore, Titus was forced to dismiss her and send her back to Palestine, where she died in obscurity.
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