Acts 23:8



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the adversative use of the correlative particle MEN, meaning “on the one hand.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun SADDOUKAIOS, meaning “the Sadducees.”  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact and status quo that has not and does not change.


The active voice indicates that the Sadducees produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “neither (because it is used in conjunction with the following MĒTE…MĒTE construction)” plus the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, which means “to be; to exist.”


The present tense is an aoristic/static present for a state of being that is an unchanging fact (as far as the Sadducees are concerned).


The active voice indicates that the items which follow in this context (resurrection, angels, or spirit being) produce the action of not existing.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect discourse, which is translated by the word “that” and the infinitive translated like a finite verb.

Then we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from three nouns: the feminine singular noun ANASTASIS, meaning “resurrection;” the masculine singular noun AGGELOS, meaning “angel” and the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “spirit” and referring to a fallen angel or “spirit being.”  It is hardly likely this refers to the “Holy Spirit.”  It probably refers to spirit beings, but because it is not in the plural should not be translated “spirits.”  The three nouns are connected by the negative conjunctions MĒTE…MĒTE, meaning “nor…nor.”

“For on the one hand the Sadducees say that neither resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit exists,”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, used in coordination with the previous MEN, meaning “but on the other hand.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun PHARISAIOS, meaning “the Pharisees.”  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb HOMOLOGEW, which means “to acknowledge.”


The present tense is an aoristic/static present for a state of being that is an unchanging fact.


The active voice indicates that the Pharisees produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective AMPHOTEROI, which means “all Acts 19:16; the Pharisees believe in them all 23:8.”

“but on the other hand the Pharisees acknowledge them all.”

Acts 23:8 corrected translation
“For on the one hand the Sadducees say that neither resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit exists, but on the other hand the Pharisees acknowledge them all.”
Explanation:
1.  “For on the one hand the Sadducees say that neither resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit exists,”

a.  Luke continues with an explanation of the different religious philosophies between the Sadducees and the Pharisees, since Luke’s reader, Theophilus, probably didn’t know what their differing philosophies would be.


b.  The major tenants of the Sadducees religious philosophy is that there is no such thing as the resurrection of the dead; there are no angels, and there is no such thing as spirit beings (it is far less likely that this refers to the Holy Spirit or human spirit).  Their rejection of these things is based upon the fact they are not mentioned in the first five books of the Old Testament—the Torah.



(1)  “According to Acts 23:8, they denied the existence of angels and demons.  They also denied fate.  They could find no support for such doctrines in the Torah.”



(2)  “In terms of belief they differed from the Pharisees in one main area: the Sadducees believed only in the Torah (possibly meaning just the five books of Moses, but perhaps including the Prophets also); they rejected the traditions or the concept of the oral law.  According to the NT they did not believe in resurrection (Mk 12:12) or angels or demons (Acts 23:8) [Note again (see the exegetical notes above) the word PNEUMA is singular not plural; therefore, cannot be construed as referring to ‘demons’].  According to Josephus, who was himself of a Sadducean family, they were the rich and powerful priestly aristocracy, rather boorish in their behavior.  With the destruction of Herod’s temple the Sadducees disappeared from history, many of them doubtless killed in the carnage.”



(3)  “Luke explains to his reader that the Sadducees maintain that there is no resurrection and, consistent with this, that there is also no angel nor spirit.  They held that no spirit exists save God; that the human soul consisted of rarified matter and disappeared with the body; that God is not concerned with out doing or not doing evil, and that each man may do as he pleases; that death ends everything without reward or punishment hereafter.  A bright light is thus cast on this ruling faction among the Jews, which embodied the high priesthood itself.”


c.  It is difficult to believe the Sadducees did not believe in resurrection, since the whole point of Abraham offering his son Isaac was his belief in his son’s resurrection, Gen 22:5, “Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go over there; and we will worship and return to you.’”  This interpretation is explained in Heb 11:17-19, “By means of confidence in doctrine Abraham has offered Isaac, when being tested, that is, he attempted to offer his one and only son, because he accepted the promises, to whom it was said, ‘Through Isaac you are to have your descendants’, by having considered that indeed God [is] able to raise from the dead, for which reason he also got him back as an illustration.”


d.  It is difficult to believe the Sadducees did not believe in angels, since they are mentioned in the Torah four times (not to mention the cherubim on the Ark of the Covenant):  (Many commentators have a difficult time accepting Luke’s statement here.  But the obvious and direct meaning is that the Sadducees say that there is no such thing as an angel or spirit being.)



(1)  Gen 19:1, “Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening as Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom.  When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground.



(2)  Gen 19:15, “When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, ‘Up, take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away in the punishment of the city.’”



(3)  Gen 28:12, “He had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.”



(4)  Gen 32:1, “Now as Jacob went on his way, the angels of God met him.”


e.  If the word PNEUMA refers to God the Holy Spirit or to the human spirit, then it is difficult to believe that the Sadducees did not believe in both.



(1)  It is difficult to believe that the Sadducees did not believe in the Holy Spirit or “Spirit of God,” who is mentioned ten times in the Torah.




(a)  Gen 1:2, “The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.”




(b)  Gen 6:3, “Then the Lord said, ‘My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.’”




(c)  Ex 31:3, “I have filled him with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all kinds of craftsmanship,”




(d)  Ex 35:31, “And He has filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding and in knowledge and in all craftsmanship;”




(e)  Num 11:17, “Then I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit who is upon you, and will put Him upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, so that you will not bear it all alone.”




(f)  Num 11:25, “Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him; and He took of the Spirit who was upon him and placed Him upon the seventy elders. And when the Spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do it again.”




(g)  Num 11:26, “But two men had remained in the camp; the name of one was Eldad and the name of the other Medad. And the Spirit rested upon them (now they were among those who had been registered, but had not gone out to the tent), and they prophesied in the camp.”




(h)  Num 11:29, “But Moses said to him, ‘Are you jealous for my sake?  Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them!’”




(i)  Num 24:2, “And Balaam lifted up his eyes and saw Israel camping tribe by tribe; and the Spirit of God came upon him.”




(j)  Num 27:18, “So the Lord said to Moses, ‘Take Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him.’”



(2)  It is equally difficult to believe that the Sadducees did not believe in the human spirit, since it is mentioned eight times: Gen 7:22; 41:8, 38; 45:27; Ex 28:3; 35:21; Num 14:24; Dt 2:30.  Therefore, the Sadducees probably believed in both the Holy Spirit and human spirit.  Thus the word PNEUMA probably refers to spirit beings, such as fallen angels.  This seems bolstered by the sentence in verse 9 where the Pharisees say ‘suppose a spirit or angel has spoken to him’; this seems to point to some kind of non-God “spirit-being” as well.


e.  The Sadducees were dead wrong about resurrection and the existence of angels and ultimately very wrong about Jesus being the Messiah.  And the excuse they used that these things are not found in the Torah is no excuse at all.

2.  “but on the other hand the Pharisees acknowledge them all.”

a.  In contrast to the Sadducees, the Pharisees recognized and acknowledged the existence of all these things.  Literally the word AMPHOTEROI means “both of these,” the reference being to (1) resurrection, and (2) the two kinds of beings that exist that are neither human beings nor God: elect and fallen angels, or angel and spirit beings.  The Sadducees rejected both life after death and any beings that existed apart from God Himself and human beings that were actually alive.  There was no other existence for any other type of “being” or “creature.”  Thus angels and demons do not existence, nor is there any kind of interim state or ‘spirit’ state of the human being after death.

b.  The Pharisees were doctrinally correct, even though at times they misapplied their doctrine into a system of legalism, which is the danger of being doctrinally correct.


c.  The Sadducees were doctrinally wrong; the Pharisees abused the doctrine on which they were correct.  Both religious parties had “issues.”
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