Acts 21:9



 is the transitional/continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the dative of possession from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “belonging to this man.”  With this we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be.”  Used with the dative of possession this is an idiomatic expression in the Greek.  Literally it says “there were to this man,” which means “there belonged to this man” or “this man had.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuing past state of being.


The active voice indicates that the four virgin daughters produced the action of belonging to Philip the evangelist.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Now this man had”
 is the predicate nominative from the feminine plural noun THUGATĒR plus the cardinal adjective TESSARES, meaning “four daughters.”  With this we have the predicate nominative feminine plural noun PARTHENOS, meaning “virgin” and the adjectival/substantival use of the nominative feminine plural present active participle of the verb PROPHĒTEUW, which means “to prophesy.”  Used as an adjective it means “prophetesses,” that is, women with the spiritual gift of being able to predict the future.  Literally this says “four virgin prophetess daughters,” which is very awkward English.  Therefore, the translation is smoothed out by treating the participle as an English relative clause, “who were prophetesses” or “who prophesied.”
“four virgin daughters who were prophetesses.”

Acts 21:9 corrected translation
“Now this man had four virgin daughters who were prophetesses.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now this man had four virgin daughters”

a.  Luke continues with a short description of Philip the evangelist and former deacon of the church in Jerusalem.


b.  Luke emphasizes the fact that Philip has four daughters.  They are all still unmarried.  Luke does not mention whether or not Philip’s wife is still alive since it is not germane [relevant] to the story.


c.  The significance here is the word “virgin,” since Luke could have simply said that he had four daughters.  The inclusion of this word emphasizes several points.



(1)  These ladies had either not found anyone they considered worthy to marry or their father had made the decision for them that it would be in their best interest to remain unmarried and serve the Lord with their spiritual gift of prophecy.



(2)  The doctrinal background for Philip and/or his daughters’ decision to not marry is found in 1 Cor 7:25-35, “Now concerning the unmarried young women I do not have a command from the Lord, but I am giving an opinion because I have received mercy by the Lord to be trustworthy.  Therefore I consider this to be advantageous because of the present distress that [it is] better for a man to be in this manner [unmarried].  Are you legally bound to a wife?  Stop desiring a divorce.  Have you been released from a wife?  Stop trying to obtain a wife.  But even if you should marry, you have not sinned.   And if your virgin-daughter marries, she has not sinned.  However such persons will have difficult circumstances in their earthly life.  But I am trying to spare you.  Now the point is this, brethren, the time is limited.  Therefore, in fact, those having wives must be as if not having [wives], and those weeping as not weeping, and those rejoicing as not rejoicing, and those buying as not possessing, and those who are living in accordance with the cosmic system as if not making full use of [it]; for the manner in which this world works is passing away.  But I want you to be unworried.  The unmarried person is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he might be pleasing to the Lord.  However, the married man is concerned about the things of this world, how he might please his wife, and he is divided.  Both the unmarried woman and the single young woman are concerned about the things of the Lord, in order that she might be set apart both in her body and in her spirit.  But the married woman is concerned about the things of this world, how she might please her husband.  Now I am saying this for your own benefit, not in order that I might throw a noose on you but for the purpose of the noble and devoted service to the Lord without distraction.”


d.  Therefore, the significance of the word “virgin” is that these four young ladies had agreed with the decision of their father that it was better for them to not marry, in order that they might be fully concerned with serving the Lord.

2.  “who were prophetesses.”

a.  Luke adds another very significant statement concerning these young ladies—they had the spiritual gift of prophecy.  We should notice immediately that the spiritual gift of prophecy was given to both men and women; for we will shortly meet Agabus, a man from Jerusalem with the same spiritual gift.  “The early Church had its own prophets. The NT mentions several prophets from Antioch, including Agabus, who predicted a famine in Jerusalem through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (Acts 11:27f; 13:1; 21:10); Judas and Silas, who encouraged the congregation at Antioch (15:32); and the four daughters of Philip (21:9).”
  Compare also Paul’s statement in 1 Cor 11:5a, “But every woman, who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered, disgraces her authority.”  

b.  It should also be remembered that the spiritual gift of prophecy was a temporary spiritual gift that functioned only until the Canon of Scripture was completed when the apostle John finished writing Revelation as the last prophecy of Scripture.


c.  The existence of the spiritual gift of prophecy is mentioned in:



(1)  Acts 2:16-17, “but this is what was mentioned through the prophet Joel:  ‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams;”



(2)  Acts 13:1, “Now there were at Antioch, in the assembly there, prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon, who was called Niger, and Lucius, the Cyrenian, and Manaen, the intimate friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.”



(3)  Rom 12:6, “And since we have different gifts according to the grace given to us, if the spiritual gift of prophecy, [then prophecy] in agreement with the doctrine.”



(4)  1 Cor 13:2, “And if I have the spiritual gift of prophecy and I know all the mysteries, that is, all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains from one place to another place, but I do not have unconditional love, I am nothing.”


d.  The cessation of the spiritual gift of prophecy is mentioned in 1 Cor 13:8-10, “Unconditional love never becomes invalid.  But if prophecies, they will cease.  If the spiritual gift of speaking in foreign languages, they will stop.  If the spiritual gift of knowledge, it will cease.  For we know in part and we prophesy in part.  But when the completed [Canon] has come, the partial [temporary spiritual gifts] will cease.”  “The gift must have been rather widely given in New Testament times, though only a few prophets are mentioned specifically (Agabus, Acts 11:27–28; prophets in the church at Antioch, 13:1; Philip’s four daughters, 21:9; and the prophets in the Corinthian church, 1 Cor 14). This, too, was a gift for the founding of the church, unnecessary after that period and after Revelation was written in the New Testament.”


e.  So what is Luke’s point in mentioning this?  It has absolutely no relevance to the story of Paul’s trip to Jerusalem unless these young ladies warned Paul through their spiritual gift not to go to Jerusalem; for that is exactly why Agabus is mentioned in the following section.  It is clear that Luke does not directly state that these women warned Paul, but there is absolutely no other reason for introducing them into this story.  Who cares how many daughters Philip had or the fact that they were still virgins and the fact that they were prophetesses?  None of that matters unless these things are tied to the fact that these four ladies used their spiritual gift in the service of the Lord to do for Paul what the Holy Spirit had sent Agabus to do—warn Paul not to go to Jerusalem.
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