Acts 20:33



 is the genitive direct object (the verb takes its object in the genitive case
) from the neuter singular noun ARGURION, meaning “silver” plus the neuter singular noun CHRUSION, meaning “gold” plus the masculine singular noun HIMATISMOS, meaning “clothing.”
  These three nouns are connected by the conjunctions Ē, meaning “or.”  Then we have the genitive masculine singular cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “no one’s.”  The adjective modifies all three nouns.

“no one’s silver or gold or clothing”
 is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EPITHUMEW, which means “to have a strong desire to do or secure something: desire, long for with genitive of the thing desired [as the object] Acts 20:33; 1 Tim 3:1; Lk 15:16; 16:21; 17:22; 22:15.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact with emphasis on its completion.


The active voice indicates that Paul never produced the action of desiring anyone else’s wealth.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“I have desired”

Acts 20:33 corrected translation
“I have desired no one’s silver or gold or clothing.”
Explanation:
1.  “I have desired no one’s silver or gold or clothing.”

a.  Paul reminds these leaders of one of the principal characteristics of false teachers—they have the lust for wealth, money, property, etc.


b.  Silver and gold we understand as being valuable, but why did Paul mention clothing?  Clothing is cheap and easy to acquire in today’s world, but it was not this way in the ancient world.  Fine clothing was hard to make, difficult to find, and very expensive to buy.  Notice how clothing is associated with wealth in Jam 5:2, “Your wealth has rotted and your clothes have become moth-eaten.”  Compare Lk 16:19, “Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously living in splendor every day.”


c.  Paul didn’t want other people’s wealth or any of their personal property.  Paul was well supported by the Philippian church in the last half of his Christian ministry, but it was not always this way.  “At Corinth he supported himself with his own hands (Acts 18:2f; 1 Cor 4:12; 9:12, 15; 2 Cor 11:7; 12:13).  The same was true at Thessalonica (1 Thes 2:9; 2 Thes 3:7-8).  Acts 20:34 indicates that he followed the same pattern of self-support at Ephesus.”


d.  There is nothing wrong with working hard and making your own wealth.  But there is nothing right about desiring someone else’s wealth.  Covetousness or the desire for the wealth and property of others is condemned throughout the Bible.  “In the OT, covetousness is forbidden in the Decalogue; in the NT it is catalogued among the very gravest sins (Mk 7:22; Eph 5:3).  Coveting is a basic and pervasive evil, for it is the very root of so many forms of sin: “Those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and hurtful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction” (1 Tim 6:9).  It lies behind biblical examples of theft (Josh 7:21), lying (2 Kg 5:20ff), domestic trouble (Prov 15:27), even murder (Ezek 22:12).  In Col 3:5 it is termed “nothing less than idolatry” (NEB).  Covetousness has always been a very serious menace to mankind.  It was one of the first sins that broke out after Israel had entered into the Promised Land (Achan, Josh 7), and also in the early Christian Church immediately after its founding (Ananias and Sapphira, Acts 5); hence the many warnings against it.  A careful reading of the OT will show that a very great part of the Jewish law — such as its enactments and regulations regarding duties toward the poor, toward servants, concerning gleaning, usury, pledges, gold and silver taken during war — was introduced and intended to counteract the spirit of covetousness.”


e.  Paul makes a similar statement to our verse in:



(1)  1 Thes 2:5, “For we never came with the appearance of flattery, just as you know, nor with a pretext for avarice; God is witness.”



(2)  2 Cor 7:2, “Accept us.  We did no one wrong.  We ruined no one [financially or morally].  We took advantage of no one.”



(3)  2 Cor 12:14, “Notice, I am ready this third time to come to you, and I will not be a financial burden.  For I am not trying to obtain what belongs to you, but you.  For children are not obligated to save for the benefit of parents but the parents for the benefit of their children.”



(4)  2 Cor 11:7-8, “Or did I commit a sin by humbling myself, in order that you might be exalted, because I proclaimed the gospel of God to you without payment?  I robbed other churches, having accepted ration-money for the purpose of my service to you.”

2.  The desire for the wealth or property of another is the sin of greed or avarice and is characteristic of false-teachers as mentioned in other Scripture passages.


a.  2 Pet 2:1-3, “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, …and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings.”


b.  2 Pet 2:14c-15, “having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.  Having abandoned the right way of life, they [false teachers] have gone astray, pursuing the way of life of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wealth from unrighteousness.”


c.  2 Tim 3:2a, “For men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money,…”

3.  Greed and avarice is also a characteristic, which disqualifies a man from being a deacon, 1 Tim 3:8, “In the same manner, [it is necessary to have] deacons worthy of respect, not double-talkers, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest profit.”

4.  Greed and avarice disqualify a man from being a pastor:


a.  Tit 1:7, “For the guardian [pastor-teacher] must be blameless as the public official of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not an alcoholic, not a bully, not greedy.”


b.  1 Pet 5:2, “shepherd the flock of God among you, caring for [them] not by compulsion but willingly according to the will of God, nor greedily but freely.”

5. And for your edification and study, look up and read the following passages concerning covetousness.

1.  Comes from the heart. Mk 7:22-23.
2.  Engrosses the heart. Ezek 33:31; 2 Pet 2:14.
3.  Is idolatry. Eph 5:5; Col 3:5.
4.  Is the root of all evil. 1 Tim 6:10.
5.  Is never satisfied. Eccl 5:10; Hab 2:5.
6.  Is vanity. Ps 39:6; Eccl 4:8.
7.  Is inconsistent

a.  In saints. Eph 5:3; Heb 13:5.
b.  Specially in ministers. 1 Tim 3:3.
8.  Leads to

a.  Injustice and oppression. Prov 28:20; Micah 2:2.
b.  Foolish and hurtful lusts. 1 Tim 6:9.
c.  Departure from the faith. 1 Tim 6:10.
d.  Lying. 2 Kg 5:22-25.
e.  Murder. Prov 1:18-19; Ezek 22:12.
f.  Theft. Josh 7:21.
g.  Poverty. Prov 28:22.
h.  Misery. 1 Tim 6:10.
i.  Domestic affliction. Prov 15:27.
9.  Abhorred by God. Ps 10:3.
10.  Forbidden. Ex 20:17.
11.  A characteristic of the wicked. Rom 1:29.
12.  A characteristic of the slothful. Prov 21:26.
13.  Commended by the wicked alone. Ps 10:3.
14.  Hated by saints. Ex 18:21; Acts 20:33.
15.  To be mortified by saints. Col 3:5.
16.  Woe denounced against. Isa 5:8; Hab 2:9.
17.  Punishment of. Job 20:15; Isa 57:17; Jer 22:17-19; Mic 2:2-3.
18.  Excludes from heaven. 1 Cor 6:10; Eph 5:5.
19.  Beware of. Lk 12:15.
20.  Avoid those guilty of. 1 Cor 5:11.
21.  Pray against. Ps 119:36.
22.  Reward of those who hate. Prov 28:16.
23.  Shall abound in the last days. 2 Tim 3:2; 2 Pet 2:1-3.
24.  Exemplified

a.  Laban. Gen 31:41.
b.  Achan. Josh 7:21.
c.  Eli’s sons. 1 Sam 2:12-14.
d.  Samuel’s sons. 1 Sam 8:3.
e.  Saul. 1 Sam 15:9,19.
f.  Ahab. 1 Kg 21:2-4.
g.  Gehazi. 2 Kg 5:20-24.
h.  Nobles of the Jews. Neh 5:7; Isa 1:23.
i.  Jewish people. Isa 56:11; Jer 6:13.
j.  Babylon. Jer 51:13.
k.  Young man. Mt 19:22.
l.  Judas. Mt 26:14,15; Jn 12:6.
m.  Pharisees. Lk 16:14.
n.  Ananias & wife Acts 5:1-10.
o.  Felix. Acts 24:26.
p.  Balaam. 2 Pet 2:15; Jude 1:11.
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