Acts 20:31



 is the inferential conjunction DIO (the crasis of DIA and HOS, literally “because of which”), meaning “Therefore” plus the second person plural present active imperative from the verb GRĒGOREW, meaning “be on the alert Mt 24:42; 25:13; 26:41; Mk 13:35, 37; 14:38; Acts 20:31; 1 Cor 16:13; 1 Thes 5:6; 1 Pet 5:8; Rev 3:2f; 16:15.”


The present tense is a progressive present, which indicates that the action must continue at all times.


The active voice indicates that the leaders of the church must produce the action of being responsible for being alert to false teachers and false doctrine coming from within the members of one’s own local church.


The imperative mood is a command.

“Therefore be on the alert,”
 is the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle from the verb MNĒMONEUW, which means “to remember: remembering.”


The present tense is a progressive present (as above).


The active voice indicates that the leaders of the local church are to produce the action.


The participle is an imperatival participle, in which the participle functions in an imperative sense when it follows a previous imperative mood and expresses attendant circumstances to those of the main verb in the imperative mood.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” which is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that activity.  Then we have the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine singular noun TRIETIA, meaning “for three years.”  This is followed by the appositional accusative of time from the nouns NUX and HĒMERA, connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “night and day.”
“remembering that for three years, night and day,”

 is the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the first person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb PAUW, which means “to cease, stop.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The middle voice emphasizes the personal responsibility of Paul in producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances
 from the neuter plural noun DAKRUON, meaning “with tears.”  This if followed by the nominative masculine first person singular present active participle from the verb NOUTHETEW, which means “to counsel about avoidance or cessation of an improper course of conduct: admonish, warn, or instruct with the accusative of persons Acts 20:31; 1 Cor 4:14; Col 1:28; 3:16; 1 Thes 5:12; 2 Thes 3:15; Rom 15:14.”
  The word admonish also connotes a rebuke or reprimand, which is clearly not Paul’s thought here, and so, is not the best translation.

The present tense is a historical present, which views the past action as though now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The participle is a complementary participle, completing the thought of what was not ceased.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one” and the adjective HEKASTOS, meaning “each.”

“I did not cease warning each one with tears.”

Acts 20:31 corrected translation
“Therefore be on the alert, remembering that for three years, night and day, I did not cease warning each one with tears.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore be on the alert,”

a.  Because Paul knows that savage wolves will come in, not sparing the flock; and from them men will arise, speaking perversions, in order to draw away the disciples after them, these leaders of the Ephesian church must be on the alert for these false teachers.

b.  How does a leader of the church be on the alert, and for what are they on the alert?



(1)  Leaders of the church must be on the alert for false doctrine being mentioned among the members of their congregation.



(2)  In order to be alert for false doctrine, the leader of the church must know what is correct doctrine, that is, what the word of God really teaches.  Truth only comes in one form.  False doctrine comes in many forms.



(3)  False doctrine can begin in a number of ways.




(a)  Someone from outside the church comes into the church, becomes a member of the congregation and desires to teach.




(b)  Someone inside the church is influenced by someone outside the church and wants to teach.




(c)  Believers are having a conversation about the word of God and someone introduces a false concept they believe, with which others agree.




(d)  An unexpected disaster strikes someone in the church, and believers who don’t know enough doctrine to correctly handle the situation react to something taught from the pulpit, and then do things that cause dissension and schism in the church.  They react to what is taught and introduce their false concepts and ideas.


c.  Being on the alert does not mean just recognizing false doctrine when it begins to creep into the minds of believers in a church, but immediately teaching true doctrine, so that the false doctrine has no opportunity to spread further and by it many are defiled.


d.  The watchman sounds the alarm at the first sign of danger.  The pastor must do the same at the first sign of false doctrine creeping into a church.


e.  False doctrine is countered by the teaching of the truth of the word of God.  Paul now reminds the Ephesian church leaders that this is exactly what he did during the three years he was with them.

2.  “remembering that for three years, night and day, I did not cease warning each one with tears.”

a.  Paul asks the leaders of the Ephesian church (or churches) to remember what he did constantly during the three years he was in Ephesus—he constantly taught the word of God.


b.  The three years comprise the three months he taught in the Jewish synagogue, the two years in the lecture hall of Tyrannus, and the short time after the uprising by Demetrius before departing for Macedonia.


c.  The phrase “night and day” could possibly mean that Paul had evening and afternoon services, since the lecture hall was available from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m., when worked ceased during the day in the Roman Empire.  We have already seen one Bible class held at night, when a young boy fell out of a third story window.  There may have been many other nighttime classes.  However, this phrase is a Hebrew idiom,
 referring to the concept of “daily,” meaning that Paul was constantly teaching, probably daily during the entire three-year period.


d.  Paul was always careful to warn his congregation of many things, as we see so often in his letters, especially the letters to the Corinthians and Galatians.  He would certainly warn them about:



(1)  Satan prowling around seeking someone to devour;



(2)  Those who had made a god out of their emotions;



(3)  The legalistic Judaizers;



(4)  The false doctrine of circumcision as a requirement for salvation;



(5)  The false doctrine of keeping the Law as the spiritual life of believers;



(6)  The dangers of allowing the sin nature to control the life;



(7)  The dangers associated with returning to hedonism, idolatry, and the religious life of the paganism.



(8)  1 Cor 4:14, “I am writing these things not to put you to shame, but as my beloved children I am warning [you].”


(9)  Col 1:28, “Whom we keep on proclaiming, warning each believer and teaching each believer in the sphere of all wisdom, in order that we might present each believer mature in Christ.”

e.  Paul was not dead emotionally.  Thinking about the men and women he had evangelized and taught returning to their former lifestyle as unbelievers was difficult for him emotionally, as it should be for any pastor.


f.  Paul’s tears were not a result of anything that had already happened to the members of the Ephesian church (or many small house churches), but the fact that he knew this test of false doctrine was coming to them from both those outside and inside the church, and some would fail the test.  This was difficult for him, because he loved them so much.  It is like watching a child you have loved all your life, go off and make stupid decisions that you know are going to result in them ruining their own life.  You can see it coming and it hurts, but there is nothing you can do to prevent it.



(1)  2 Cor 2:4, “For from much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you with many tears, in order that you would not be offended [insulted, irritated] but in order that you might realize the virtue-love which I have especially for you.”



(2)  Phil 3:18, “For many keep walking, concerning whom I have told you many times, and now I continue telling even with weeping,—the enemies of the cross of Christ.”
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