Acts 2:20



 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HĒLIOS, meaning “the sun,” followed by the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb METASTREPHW, which means “to cause a change in state or condition: change, alter something into something, often its opposite; the sun into darkness Acts 2:20; change or distort the gospel of Christ Gal 1:7.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the sun will receive the action of being changed.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result, “used with verbs of changing from one state into another state, as in: Rev 11:6; Acts 2:20; Jam 4:9; Rom 1:26; 2 Cor 11:13f; Gal 1:6.”
  With the preposition we have the accusative neuter singular from the noun SKOTOS, meaning “darkness” (BDAG, p. 932).  This is followed by the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun SELENE, meaning “the moon” (BDAG, p. 918).  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the neuter singular noun HAIMA, meaning “into blood.”
“The sun will be changed into darkness and the moon into blood,”
 is the temporal conjunction PRIN, meaning “before” (BDAG, p. 863) followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb ERCHOMAI, meaning “to come.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which is used to indicate an event which has not in fact happened but which is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.


The active voice indicates that the day of the Lord (the Second Advent) produces the action of coming.

The infinitive is an infinitive of time, which indicates the relative time at which the action of the main verb took place.  When subsequent time is indicated, then the construction involves the infinitive with or  before the infinitive.  It is translated by the use of the word “before.”  (See Wallace, p. 596.)
Then we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the feminine singular noun HEMERA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “the day of the Lord.”  The noun in the accusative functions as the subject of the infinitive.  With this we have the adjectives that modify of the noun HĒMERA, which normally follow the word they modify in Greek word order.  First we have the feminine singular article and adjective MEGAS, meaning “great” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” and then the feminine singular adjective EPIPHANĒS, meaning “resplendent, splendid, glorious, remarkable Acts 2:20.”
  This is the only time this adjective is used in the New Testament.

“before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come.”
Acts 2:20 corrected translation
“The sun will be changed into darkness and the moon into blood, before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come.”
Explanation:
1.  “The sun will be changed into darkness and the moon into blood,”

a.  Peter/Luke continues with the quote from Joel 2:31.

b.  Compare the prophecies:



(1)  of Isaiah, Isa 13:9-10, “Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, cruel, with fury and burning anger, to make the land a desolation; and He will exterminate its sinners from it.  For the stars of heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light; the sun will be dark when it rises and the moon will not shed its light.”



(2)  of Ezekiel, Ezek 32:7, “And when I extinguish you, I will cover the heavens and darken their stars; I will cover the sun with a cloud and the moon will not give its light.”

c.  Note the statement of our Lord in Mk 13:24, “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light.”  Compare Mt 24:29-30, “But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.

And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.”


(3)  of Joel 3:15, “The sun and moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.”

d.  This same event was revealed to John on the island of Patmos, Rev 6:12, “And then I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and a tremendous earthquake occurred, and so the sun became black like sackcloth made of hair, and the entire moon became like blood.”

e.  The point is that prior to the second advent of Christ there will be supernatural changes in the universe as signs of His coming.  Two of the great signs that every unbeliever will be able to see is that the sun will rise in the morning and be darkened.  And when the moon rises it will be blood red in color.

f.  Just as these miracles in the sky are signs of the advent of Christ, so the presentation of the message of God in the native language of men unlearned by the speakers is the supernatural sign of the advent of God the Holy Spirit and a sign of the end-times.
2.  “before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come.”

a.  The day of the Lord refers specifically here to the second advent of Christ.  The “day of the Lord” is described in:


(1)  1 Thes 5:2, “For you yourselves know accurately that the day of the Lord as a thief in the night in this manner it is coming.”



(2)  2 Thes 2:1-3, “Now we urge you, brethren, with reference to the coming [Rapture] of our Lord Jesus Christ and our assembling with Him that you be not quickly shaken by your mind nor be alarmed neither because of a spirit nor because of something said nor because of a letter as though through us that the day of the Lord has come.  Do not let anyone deceive you in any way, because [the day of the Lord (Second Advent) will not come] unless the rebellion has come first and the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction has been revealed.”



(3)  2 Pet 3:10, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the elements will be destroyed by burning, and the earth and the works in it [human good and evil] will be discovered.”


b.  The greatness of this day of judgment on unbelievers of the earth is described in:



(1)  Rev 6:12-17, “And then I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and a tremendous earthquake occurred, and so the sun became black like sackcloth made of hair, and the entire moon became like blood.  And meteors from heaven were thrown into the earth, like a fig tree drops its unripe figs when being shaken by a great wind.  Furthermore the atmosphere disappeared like a scroll when it is being rolled up; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.  And then the kings of the earth and the nobility and military commanders and the rich and the powerful and every slave and freeman [working classes] hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; and they said to the mountains and the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him Who sits on the throne [the Father], and from the wrath of the Lamb [Jesus Christ]; because the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?’”


(2)  Rev 16:13-14, “And then I saw from the mouth of the serpent and from the mouth of the beast and from the mouth of the false prophet three impure-spirits like frogs, (for they are demon spirits performing miracles), which go out to the kings of the whole inhabited earth, to assemble them for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty One.”


(3)  Zeph 1:14-15, “Near is the great day of the Lord, near and coming very quickly; Listen, the day of the Lord!  In it the warrior cries out bitterly.  A day of wrath is that day, a day of trouble and distress, a day of destruction and desolation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness.”


c.  For unbelievers the second advent of Christ is a day of wrath, trouble, distress, destruction, desolation, darkness, gloom, etc.  For believers it is a glorious day of deliverance.  The contrast is described in Mal 4:5, “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord.”


d.  Therefore, Peter’s warning to this crowd of unbelievers is this: Before the second advent of Christ, the great and terrible day of the Lord, there will be plenty of warning signs both on earth and in the sky above.  So also the fact that these believers are speaking in foreign languages known to you, but unknown to them, is a warning sign to you to believe in Christ before He comes again and it is too late.
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