Acts 19:41




(This statement is found at the end of verse 40 in the Nestle-Aland Greek text.)
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb EIPON, which means “to say.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the town clerk or city secretary produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle with the action preceding the action of the main verb.  It is translated “after saying.”

“And after saying these things,”

 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOLUW, which means “to permit or cause someone to leave a particular location let go, send away, dismiss a crowd Mt 14:15, 22; 15:32, 39; Mk 6:36, 45; 8:9 and many other passages, including: dismiss the assembly Acts 19:40.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that city clerk produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, meaning “the assembly.”

“he dismissed the assembly.”

Acts 19:41 corrected translation
“And after saying these things, he dismissed the assembly.”
Explanation:
1.  “And after saying these things,”

a.  In the Greek text of Nestle-Aland there is no verse 41.  This statement is part of the end of verse 40.  The verse breaks are an arbitrary invention of man in translations.


b.  When the city clerk had finished the speech recorded by Luke, he had more to say which is not recorded by Luke.  The clerk formally dismissed the crowd, but the words he used are not recorded by Luke, since they are not important to the defense of Christianity or our spiritual growth.

2.  “he dismissed the assembly.”

a.  The city clerk was in charge of formal and legal assemblies of the people.  Therefore, even though this assembly formed illegally, it will be dismissed legally.  The clerk restores the order and decorum expected by the Romans when people assembled.  This is necessary to be able to defend to the Roman authorities that the Ephesian officials were able to maintain control of the people.


b.  The city clerk did what was in his own best interest (saving his own skin) and what was in the best interest of the people of Ephesus (saving them from harsh Roman rule).


c.  This context is the one place in the New Testament where the word EKKLĒSIA is used for a typical secular assembly of people, whereas in the rest of the New Testament the word is used for the gathering of Christians in a local church.


d.  Lenski summarizes and makes an important point here about the accuracy of Luke as a historian.  “The assembly was most willing to be dismissed, and the most willing was Demetrius himself who had started things.  It began wildly, it ended tamely.  That was God’s providence.  He as yet wanted no martyrs in Ephesus. The chancellor closed this unwarranted ‘as​sembly’ in proper order and saved at least that much of legality.  Luke’s record of this address contains so many spe​cific terms that are used in the same sense in inscrip​tions, papyri, coins, and other writers, that one is really surprised at Luke’s exactness and at the precision with which he introduces term after term.  The great fact stands out that Luke is absolutely reliable aside from inspiration.  Here is evidence that can be tested from many still available sources; where we have less or no outside sources and can apply no such tests, the record is just as true.”

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (p. 117). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Lenski, p. 817.
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