Acts 19:23




 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; happen or occur.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the subject (the situation about to be described) produced the action of occurring.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine singular article, the noun KAIROS (meaning “time”) and the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun EKAINOS, meaning “at that time.”

“Now there occurred at that time”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun TARACHOS, meaning “a state of civic unrest, disturbance, commotion Acts 19:23.”
  With this we have the negative OUK, meaning “no, not” plus the nominative masculine singular adjective OLIGOS, meaning “small, little, slight.”  The phrase “no small disturbance” is a figure of speech, called litotes, which is a deliberate understatement in which an affirmative is expressed by the negative of the contrary.  Then we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun HODOS, meaning “concerning/about the Way.”

“no small disturbance concerning the Way.”

Acts 19:23 corrected translation
“Now there occurred at that time no small disturbance concerning the Way.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now there occurred at that time”

a.  Luke now moves us along in his story of the Christian church in Ephesus to the events that happened after the book burnings and the dispatch of Timothy and Erastus to Macedonia.


b.  The phrase “at that time” indicates from the narrative that follows that the events about to be described occurred after the two plus years of success in Ephesus.

2.  “no small disturbance concerning the Way.”

a.  Here we have another case of litotes, that is, the understatement of a serious matter.  The phrase “no small disturbance” means that there was a great disturbance in the city of Ephesus.


b.  This “disturbance” almost culminated in a full-blown riot in the city, and this disturbance was all about the Christian way of life.


c.  The title “the Way” is a formal title referring to the Christianity and the Christian way of life as it was being practiced at that time in the city of Ephesus.  “This term was evidently used by the early Christians to denote their movement, since in both its teaching and its manner of life the Christian community expressed the ‘way of salvation’ (16:17; cf. 2:28) and the ‘way of God’ (18:25).”



(1)  Acts 9:2, “asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, in order that if he found anyone belonging to The Way, both men and women, after having bound, he might bring [them] to Jerusalem.”



(2)  Acts 19:9, “But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the congregation, after withdrawing from them, he took away the disciples, instructing daily in the lecture hall belonging to Tyrannus.”



(3)  Acts 16:17, “This girl, while following Paul and us, kept crying out, saying, ‘These men are servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.’”



(4)  Acts 18:25, “This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord.  And being enthusiastic in his spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John.  And he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue.  But after hearing him, Priscilla and Aquila took him aside and more accurately explained to him the way of God.”



(5)  Acts 24:22, “But Felix, having a more exact knowledge about the Way...” 



(6)  1 Cor 12:31, “But strive for the greater gifts.  In fact in addition I will point out to you for your benefit a way of life beyond comparison.”



(7)  Heb 10:19-20, “Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence for entrance into the Holy Place by means of the blood [spiritual death] of Jesus, which [entrance] He opened for us as a new and living way through the curtain, that is, by means of His physical body.”



(8)  Jn 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.’”


d.  “From Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22 we learn that ‘the Way’ was the oldest designation of the Christian church for itself.”
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