Acts 16:2



 is the appositional/explanatory nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring to Timothy.  Then we have the third person singular imperfect passive indicative from the verb MARTUREW, which means “to be well spoken of by someone Acts 10:22; 16:2; 22:12.”


The imperfect tense is a progressive (descriptive) imperfect, which describes a continuing, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The passive voice indicates that Timothy received the action of being spoken well of.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“who was well spoken of”
 is the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine plural article and noun ADELPHOS (at the end of the verse), meaning “by the brethren,” that is, by the believers.  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter plural proper noun LUSTRA with a connective use of the conjunction KAI and the neuter singular proper noun IKONION, meaning “in Lystra and Iconium.”
“by the brethren in Lystra and Iconium.”

Acts 16:2 corrected translation
“who was well spoken of by the brethren in Lystra and Iconium.”
Explanation:
1.  “who was well spoken of”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in verse one (and should have been included in verse one).  The entire sentence reads: “Now Paul came to Derbe and to Lystra.  And behold, there was a certain disciple there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish, believing woman, but of a Greek father, who was well spoken of by the brethren in Lystra and Iconium.”


b.  Timothy had an excellent reputation among the believers of Lystra and Iconium.



(1)  Timothy’s good reputation was based upon several factors:




(a)  Timothy was honest and trustworthy.  He didn’t lie, cheat, or steal from others.




(b)  Timothy loved the word of God, studied it, knew it, and lived his life based upon it.




(c)  Timothy was a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, and maintained that belief in spite of the antagonistic Jews and Gentiles who stoned Paul in his hometown.




(d)  Timothy’s mother and grandmother also had a good reputation.  In other words, Timothy came from a reputable family.



(2)  The basic thought here is that Timothy had Christian virtue, honor, and integrity, which was one of the qualifications that Paul was looking for in the members of his missionary team.



(3)  Paul mentions having a good reputation as one of the qualifications for pastors/deacons in 1 Tim 3:2, “the guardian must be above reproach: the husband of one wife, self-restrained [level-headed], prudent [thoughtful, self-controlled], honorable [respectable], hospitable, skillful in teaching, not addicted to wine, not a bully, but tolerant, not a person who engages in heated dispute, not avaricious [a lover of money], exercising leadership over his own household appropriately, holding children in subordination associated with all dignity.  …Not a neophyte, lest having received blind arrogance, he might fall into the condemnation of the devil.  In addition he must also have a good reputation from outsiders,...”  Timothy had all of these qualifications.

2.  “by the brethren in Lystra and Iconium.”

a.  The people who spoke well of Timothy were the believers in Lystra and Iconium.  This mention of Lystra first and then Iconium indicates the direction of Paul’s travel.  It is likely that when Paul got to Derbe he sent a messenger ahead to Lystra to give them advance warning that he was in Derbe and would be in Lystra soon.  It would not be unreasonable to expect someone from the church in Lystra to send word to the believers in Iconium that Paul would be in Lystra soon.  Believers along the way would probably know that Paul was coming to town.


b.  Lystra and Iconium are mentioned together because they were only eighteen miles apart, whereas Derbe was thirty miles from Lystra.  Therefore, the contact between the believers of these two cities was more natural than the contact between Lystra and Derbe, which were in the same district of Galatia.  It was an easy one day’s walk from one city to the other.  The fact there were believers in these two cities after Paul being away from them for four years speaks well of their continued faith in Christ and perseverance in the spiritual life.


c.  Believers in both cities (and probably Derbe as well) gave a high recommendation to Paul regarding Timothy.  They had known him all his life, but had also known him all of his spiritual life—for the last several years.  Consider the following chronology of the first century.

First missionary journey (Acts 13–14
)

April 48-September 49

Peter at Antioch (Gal 2:11–16)


autumn 49

Jerusalem council, Paul’s third visit (Acts 15)
49 or 50 A.D.

Second missionary journey (Acts 15:36–18:22)
April 50-September 52


d.  From the summer of 48 A.D. until the summer of 52 A.D. gives four years for the spiritual growth of Timothy before Paul’s return to Derbe, Lystra, and Iconium.  Therefore, Timothy had sufficient time as a believer in Christ to establish his good reputation among the brethren.


e.  For a history of the cities of Lystra and Iconium review the information given in my notes on Acts 13:51 (Iconium) and 14:6 (Lystra).
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