Acts 15:37



 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun BARNABAS with the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb BOULOMAI, which means “to wish, will, or want.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive and durative imperfect, describing a continuing past action.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions as an active voice, Barnabas producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb SUMPARALAMBANW, which means “to take along with oneself someone; take along as adjunct Acts 12:25; 15:37f; Gal 2:1.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Barnabas produced the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive frequently used after verbs of wishing or wanting.

Then we have the adjunctive or adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun IWANNĒS, meaning “John.”

“But Barnabas wanted to also take along John,”
 is the predicate or appositional accusative from the masculine singular articular present passive participle from the verb KALEW, which means “to be called.”

The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”


The present tense is a durative present for what occurred in the past and continues in the present.


The passive voice indicates that John received the action of being called Mark.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper noun MARKOS, which means “Mark.”
“who is called ‘Mark’.”

Acts 15:37 corrected translation
“But Barnabas wanted to also take along John, who is called ‘Mark’.”

Explanation:
1.  “But Barnabas wanted to also take along John,”

a.  Paul has a great plan and Barnabas is fully in favor of the plan and joining Paul again for this missionary work.


b.  But Barnabas also wants to take along John Mark as their helper and assistant as they did on the first missionary trip.


c.  Barnabas had some reasons for wanting this.



(1)  If John Mark truly deserted the team on the first missionary trip (which Luke says in the next verse that he did), then Barnabas wanted to graciously give him a chance to redeem himself.



(2)  Barnabas was related to John Mark according to Col 4:10 (“Aristarchus, my fellow-prisoner, greets you, and Mark, the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom, you have received orders: if he comes to you, receive him)”), and therefore, Barnabas didn’t want a member of his family to fail in the spiritual life and in God’s will for his life.  Barnabas had faith in his cousin and was going to do everything he could to help him succeed in God’s plan for his life.



(3)  John Mark was very competent and helpful to the missionaries, when doing his job.  Whatever motivated him to leave the team on the first missionary journey will not happen again as far as Barnabas is concerned.  If his cousin made a mistake, then Barnabas has probably had a long private talk with him and is confident that that particular mistake will never be repeated.


d.  The fact that John Mark had returned to the church of Antioch, when Paul and Barnabas make the decision to return to the mission field again says a great deal for the character of John Mark.  He went home to his mother in Jerusalem according to Acts 13:13.  But now we see him back in Antioch.  We are not told when John Mark decided to return to Antioch, but it was probably after he heard the first hand reports of Paul and Barnabas at the Jerusalem conference.  The report of their success made him realize his mistake of deserting the team.  And his cousin Barnabas probably had a heart to heart chat with him about what he had done wrong.  It is most likely that he made the trip with Paul and Barnabas back to Antioch after the Jerusalem conference, or he decided to make the trip back to Antioch with Silas, after Silas’ return to Jerusalem from Antioch.  Whenever John Mark returned to Antioch is not the important point, but the fact that he was determined to redeem himself.

2.  “who is called ‘Mark’.”

a.  We first met John Mark in Acts 12:12, “And after realizing [this], he [Peter] went to the house of Mary, the mother of John, who is called Mark, where many had been gathered together and were praying [for Peter’s deliverance from Herod Antipas].”


b.  Then we saw John Mark being taken from the home of his mother in Jerusalem with Barnabas and Paul, when they left Jerusalem, Acts 12:25, “Now Barnabas and Saul returned [to Antioch], having fulfilled their assignment in Jerusalem [taking the offering for those effected by the famine], taking along John, who was called Mark.”


c.  The third place we saw John Mark was in Acts 13:13, “Now after putting out to sea from Paphos, Paul and his companions came to Perga of Pamphylia.  Then after departing from them, John returned to Jerusalem.”


d.  ‘John’ is this man’s Jewish name, while ‘Mark’ is this man’s Roman name.
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