Acts 15:31



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb ANAGINWSKW, which means “to read” (BDAG, p. 60).


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the congregation produced the action of reading the letter (actually the letter was read to them by someone in authority in the congregation, such as a deacon or elder).


The participle is a temporal participle, which precedes the action of the main verb.

The object “[it],” referring to the letter, is so obvious that it need not be stated in Greek, but should be included for the benefit of proper English grammar.

“Now after reading [it],”
 is the third person plural aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to rejoice: they rejoiced” (BDAG, p. 1074).


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that congregation produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular article, used as a possessive pronoun (“its”) and noun PARAKLĒSIS, which means “because of its encouragement, exhortation; appeal, request; comfort, consolation.”
 

“they rejoiced because of its encouragement.”

Acts 15:31 corrected translation
“Now after reading [it], they rejoiced because of its encouragement.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now after reading [it],”

a.  Luke moves the narrative along to the next significant event, which was the reading of the letter from the Jerusalem church to the Antioch church concerning the question of circumcision and observing the Mosaic Law as conditions for salvation.


b.  Paul, Barnabas, Judas and Silas faithfully discharge their duty of delivering the letter to the Antioch congregation.


c.  Luke does not specify exactly who read the letter to the congregation, because that is not the critical issue.  The fact that it was read to the congregation is what counts.


d.  The letter was self-explanatory.  It did not need to be explained in detail, though it is likely that there was further explanation of what happened at the conference after the letter was initially read.

2.  “they rejoiced because of its encouragement.”

a.  The subject ‘they’ refers directly to entire congregation of the church of Antioch, both Jews and Gentiles.  Both groups had a vested interest in the contents of the letter.  The Jewish believers were happy because they didn’t have to disassociate themselves from the Gentile fellow-believers and friends.  The Gentiles were happy for the same reason, and for not having to drastically change their lives to be accepted in the Church.


b.  The letter was encouraging because it did not demand circumcision nor observing the rituals and holy days nor countless other things that the Jews did to live a ‘holy’ life.


c.  The letter was encouraging because it validated the fact that the Gentile believers were doing all the right things in their spiritual life already.  No new requirements were placed on them.  They had already separated themselves from idolatry and all the religious practices of paganism that went with it.


d.  The Gentile believers were encouraged by the fact that the Jerusalem church recognized them as co-equal believers in Christ without further demands.


e.  It is always encouraging to any believer to be told by another believer or group of believers that they are doing the right thing in the spiritual life, as these Gentile believers in Antioch had been doing for many years.


f.  But the greatest reason for rejoicing here is the victory of grace over legalism.  The Pharisaic Christians of the Jerusalem church had failed to superimpose their legalistic standards on the Gentile Christians.  The grace salvation of God stood on its own without the addition of the works of man, and the leadership of the Church recognized the importance of this issue.


g.  This doctrinal attack by Satan on the gospel of grace and Christian freedom was the first great doctrinal attack on the Church and has been periodically repeated by Satan from time to time throughout the Church Age.


h.  Every time grace triumphs over legalism it should be a source of encouragement and rejoicing for all of us.  This is why Paul so emphatically stated, “In the sphere of freedom Christ has set us free.  Therefore stand fast and do not again become entangled in the yoke of slavery.  Pay attention!  I, Paul, am telling you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will profit you in nothing.  Moreover I testify again to every man who receives circumcision that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.  You have been estranged from Christ, whoever is attempting to be justified by the Law.  You have drifted off course from grace,” Gal 5:1-4.
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