Acts 15:17



 is the Homeric conjunction of purpose HOPWS, meaning “in order that” plus the untranslatable indefinite particle AN, indicating probably and possibility.  With this we have the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb EKZĒTEW, which means “to seek out, search for Heb 12:17; Acts 15:17; Rom 3:11; Heb 11:6; 1 Pet 1:10.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which looks at the possible future action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the subject (the rest of mankind) may produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with the indefinite particle AN to indicate possibility and probability.  This is translated by the English word “may, might.”

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective KATALOIPOS, meaning “left, remaining: the rest of humanity Acts 15:17 (Am 9:12).”
  With this we have the genitive of identity from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “of mankind or humanity.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.”

“in order that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord,”

 is the epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” plus the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS with the neuter plural article and noun ETHNOS, meaning “all the Gentiles.”  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of relationship from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “upon/on whom.”  (The idiom ‘to call the name of someone on whom’ means ‘to claim someone for one’s own’.)
  This is followed by the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb EPIKALEW, which means “to call, give a surname; in the passive voice: who is called Acts 1:23; 10:5, 18, 32; 11:13; 12:12; Heb 11:16; the passive is used with ONOMA, as in the OT ‘someone’s name is called over someone’ to designate the latter as the property of the former Acts 15:17; Jam 2:7.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes a present state as a result of a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that all the Gentiles receive the action of being called God’s name (designated as the property of God).


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My name.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on whom.”  This is a redundant repetition of the preposition and pronoun EPI HOS…EPI AUTOS from the LXX translation of the Hebrew original.  The style is very much the Semitic style of thought.  Literally this says “that is, all the Gentiles on whom My name is called on them.”

“that is, all the Gentiles on whom My name is called,’”

 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.”


The present tense is an aoristic and static present for an act that stands forever as a fact, since the word of the Lord abides forever.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, to make: doing.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”

“says the Lord, doing these things”
Acts 15:17 corrected translation
“in order that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles on whom My name is called,’ says the Lord, doing these things”
Explanation:
1.  “in order that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord,”

a.  This verse is a continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence says, “After these things I will return, and I will rebuild the fallen tent of David, and I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, in order that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, that is, all the Gentiles on whom My name is called,’ says the Lord, doing these things…”


b.  The Lord predicts that He will return in order that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord.  The context for this statement is the Second Advent of Christ.  Nothing was known of the Church Age.  It was a mystery hidden from past periods of human history.  God made a promise to return to earth to rebuild the kingdom of David and rebuild Jerusalem and Israel, but also for the express purpose of the evangelization of the rest of mankind other than the Jews.


c.  The phrase “the rest of mankind” refers to the Gentiles in contrast to Israel who has already turned again to the Lord during the Tribulation.


d.  James is taking an Old Testament prophecy that applies to the Gentiles of the millennial reign of Christ and applying it directly to his own time as the near fulfillment of the prophecy.  Jewish prophecy frequently had a near and far fulfillment.  The far fulfillment is the evangelization of the Gentiles of the world after the Second Advent of Christ.  The near fulfillment of the prophecy was a mystery to the Jews until the Church Age began.  The near fulfillment was now happening amongst the Gentiles and is recognized and acknowledged by James in support of Peter’s experience in Caesarea with Cornelius.


e.  That mankind is obligated to seek the Lord is stated in the statements in:



(1)  Dt 4:29, “But from there you will seek the Lord your God, and you will find Him if you search for Him with all your heart and all your soul.”



(2)  1 Chr 16:11, “Seek the Lord and His strength; Seek His face continually.”



(3)  2 Chr 15:12-13, “They entered into the covenant to seek the Lord God of their fathers with all their heart and soul; and whoever would not seek the Lord God of Israel should be put to death, whether small or great, man or woman.”



(4)  Ps 14:2, “The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God.”



(5)  Ps 105:4, “Seek the Lord and His strength; Seek His face continually.”



(6)  Isa 55:6, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near.”



(7)  Zech 8:22, “So many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the Lord.”


f.  The Jews clearly expected the Gentiles to eventually seek the Lord, that is, believe in Christ.  The legalists didn’t expect it to occur until after the Second Advent of Christ.  The grace-oriented leaders of the Church saw that it was already happening, just as the Lord had commanded them to take the message of the gospel to the entire world.  Why would Christ do this, if He did not expect the Gentiles to believe?

2.  “that is, all the Gentiles on whom My name is called,’”

a.  At least one commentator in the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia
 says that the KAI here is epexegetical, which is an excellent use of KAI to further explain that the rest of mankind are all the Gentiles who believe in Christ.


b.  To call upon the name of the Lord is another way of saying that a person has believed in Christ.  But this statement says that the Gentiles received the action of being called by the name of God.  And what was that name by which they were called?  Acts 11:26c, “and the disciples were first called ‘Christians’ in Antioch.”

c.  Our verse is a direct statement and prophecy by Amos that Gentiles would be called by God’s name long before it actually happened.  The Gentiles were called “Christians” in the city of Antioch, just as Amos said they would be called by God’s name.

d.  The Gentiles in Antioch were first called ‘Christians’ in fulfillment of the prophecy of Amos, not the Jews in Jerusalem.  This was certainly a point not lost on the legalists.


e.  In James’ epistle he speaks of the same idea of being called by God’s name, Jam 2:7, “Do not they themselves malign the honorable name [Christian] by which you have been surnamed [claimed for God’s own]?”

3.  “says the Lord, doing these things”

a.  The person of the Trinity mentioned as “the Lord” here has to be the Lord Jesus Christ, because of the previous indirect reference to the name “Christian,” but all three members of the Trinity are always involved in the salvation of mankind.


b.  It is the Lord doing everything to bring the Gentiles into relationship with Himself.  Obviously it is the plan of the Father, and the Holy Spirit is certainly involved in His ministries at the point of salvation.  But here the credit is given to the Lord Jesus Christ, who does everything that we might have an eternal relationship with Him.


c.  It is the Lord Jesus Christ who reveals God to mankind that mankind may be saved.  It is the Lord Jesus Christ who sends out His apostles to the ends of the earth to evangelize the entire world, both Jew and Gentile, male and female, slave and free; for there is no partiality with God.
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