Acts 14:12




 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction TE, meaning “And” with the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to call.”


The imperfect tense is an inceptive or ingressive imperfect, which emphasizes entrance into a past, continuing action.  It is translated with the word “began” to bring out this emphasis.


The active voice indicates that the pagan unbelievers of the city produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun BARNABAS, meaning “Barnabas.”  This is followed by the predicate accusative from the masculine singular proper noun DIA, which means “Zeus, king of the Greek gods, thought by the people of Lystra to have appeared in the person of Barnabas Acts 14:12.”

“And they began calling Barnabas, Zeus,”

 is the additive use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun PAULOS, meaning “Paul.”  Then we have the predicate accusative from the masculine singular proper noun HERMĒS, meaning “Hermes.”
“and Paul, Hermes,”

 is the causal conjunction EPEIDĒ, which means “because.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “he” and referring to Paul.  This is followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: he was.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuing past action without reference to its completion.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb HEGEOMAI, which means “to lead, guide, or rule.”  As a substantival participle it means “the leader, guide, or ruler.”  The verbal aspects of the participle are diminished here.  The participle functions like a noun/substantive.  With this we have the genitive of subordination from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, which means “of the message” in the sense of being ‘the leader over the message’.  BDAG sees this expression as an idiom, meaning “the chief speaker” (p. 434).

“because he was the chief speaker.”

Acts 14:12 corrected translation
“And they began calling Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker.”
Explanation:
1.  “And they began calling Barnabas, Zeus,”

a.  The Gentile pagans immediately thought of the legend of Zeus and Hermes coming down from heaven to visit two old people and reward them for their hospitality.  The people thought this was another visit of Zeus and Hermes to their local area.


b.  Zeus and Hermes were the main gods worshipped in this area as seen in the archeological evidence of the area.  Zeus also went by the name “Jupiter (the Latin name), the principal deity of the ancient Greeks and Romans.  He was worshipped by them under various epithets.”


c.  Barnabas is mentioned first because he reminded the people of the god Zeus, and Zeus was a greater god than Hermes.

d.  “Zeus was the chief deity of the Greek pantheon, often described as ‘the father of gods and men.’  Zeus, as the ‘sky god,’ who wielded the thunderbolt and was responsible for weather and rain while enthroned on Mount Olympus, was of Indo-European origin.  By Homeric times (about 800 B.C.), Zeus was the highest civic god, protector of justice and morals.  Zeus’s father, Kronos, was said to have swallowed his children until he was given a stone instead of Zeus, which also freed other gods of Zeus’s generation, Hera, Poseidon, and Hades.  Other features of the Zeus legend include the overthrow of the earlier generation, the Titans, ‘sons of Earth,’ and the unions with various goddesses and mortal women.  In Hellenistic times (300 B.C.-300 A.D.) Zeus was identified with the chief deity of any non-Greek religion.  The Stoics spoke of the highest principle, fire or reason, which animates the universe, as ‘Zeus.’”


e.  “Zeus was originally associated with the sky and atmospheric phenomena.  He was not the ancestor of gods or people, but as the supreme deity, ruler of gods and humanity, he functioned among the Greeks as benefactor, especially to those engaged in agricultural pursuits. Identified as ‘Father,’ a term applied to kings in their role of concern for the needs of their subjects, Zeus served as the protector especially of the suppliant and the guest.  He was recognized as the god of the courtyard and of the household.  Closely associated is his interest in political freedom, which earned him such titles as Soter [Savior] and Eleutherios [Freedom].  Hesiod, recognizing Zeus as the protector of laws and morals, invoked him as a champion of justice.  From Zeus emanated all revelation.”

2.  “and Paul, Hermes,”

a.  Paul is equated with Hermes, because Hermes was the mouthpiece for Zeus, as Paul spoke on behalf of both he and Barnabas, which is explained in the next statement.


b.  “Hermes was called Mercury by the Romans, a heathen god represented as the constant attendant of Jupiter, and the god of eloquence.”


c.  “Hermes was the divine messenger of the Greek gods.  Originally a demon that haunted the piles of stones set up as roadside markers, Hermes was the messenger of the greater gods, especially Zeus.  He was also a trickster who stole Apollo’s cattle and was thought to have invented the lyre.”


d.  Mercury/Hermes was “a god who functioned variously as messenger of the gods; deity of thieves, tricksters, travelers, and athletes; and the god of science, eloquence, and the arts.  Often he is represented as a young man wearing a winged hat and sandals and carrying a herald’s staff.”


e.  “Hermes was a Greek god, son of Zeus and Maia, called “Mercury” by the Romans.  In Greek mythology he functioned primarily as the attendant, herald, and interpreter of the gods.  He was the god who conducted the souls of the dead to the underworld.  Like his half brother Apollo, Hermes was celebrated as a skilled musician, being credited with the invention of the lyre and the pipes of Pan, and also as an athlete.  He was popular as the patron of orators and the protector of travelers. Known as the god of gain — whether honest or dishonest — and renowned for his trickery, he was the patron of both merchants and thieves.  His symbols were the caduceus (the symbolic staff of a herald; specifically: a representation of a staff with two entwined snakes and two wings at the top), winged shoes, and purse.  The caduceus was a golden rod he used as the shepherd-god who protected sheep and cattle.  Though he played many roles in Greek mythology, in the cult he functioned primarily as a god of fertility, as is evidenced by the ithyphallic (erect phallus) images erected to represent him.”

3.  “because he was the chief speaker.”

a.  This phrase gives the reason why the people called Paul Hermes.  Hermes was the chief speaker for Zeus and Paul was the chief speaker of the missionaries.


b.  This tells us once again that Paul made the presentation of the gospel to these people.


c.  “The title ‘the chief speaker’ “may mean that Paul had command of speech, or the art of speaking, was a very good speaker, or that he was in charge of the speaking done by the pair.  In either case, Paul is being highly praised as a speaker.  This is not how Paul describes himself in 1 Cor 2:1-5 or how his opponent describes him in 2 Cor 10:10; 11:6.”
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