Acts 13:52



 is the additive use of the postpositive conjunction TE, meaning “And” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS, which means “the disciples.”  Then we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb PLĒROW, which means “to be filled.”


The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect, which emphasizes a continuing past action.


The passive voice indicates that the disciples received the action of being filled.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the genitive of content from the feminine singular noun CHARA, meaning “joy, happiness, a state of joyfulness.”

“And the disciples were continually filled with joy”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive of content from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA and adjective HAGIOS, meaning “with the Holy Spirit.”
“and with the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 13:52 corrected translation
“And the disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.”
Explanation:
1.  “And the disciples were continually filled with joy”

a.  Luke concludes this portion of his history with the lasting effect on the new believers in Pisidian Antioch—they were continually filled with joy.  Joy is characteristic of new believers throughout the Church Age and is certainly one of the main themes in the New Testament.


b.  These disciples are the same believers to whom Paul writes in Gal 5:22, “but the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace…”


c.  These new Gentile believers experienced the same joy of the Holy Spirit as experienced later by the new Gentile believers of Thessalonica, 1 Thes 1:6, “Actually you have become imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the Word in much affliction with the happiness of the Holy Spirit.”


d.  This same joy was experienced by the Philippian jailer of Acts 16:34, “And he brought them into his house and set food before them, and rejoiced greatly, having believed in God with his whole household.”


e.  This joy is the same happiness expressed by Paul in his letter to the Romans, Rom 15:13, “Now may the God who produces confidence fill you with all happiness and prosperity by means of what you believe, in order that you may abound in confidence by means of the power of the Holy Spirit.”


f.  This joy/happiness is characteristic of the spiritual life of the Church, Rom 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking but righteousness, harmony, and a superabundance of happiness by means of the Holy Spirit.”


g.  The reason for this joy is described by Peter in 1 Pet 1:8-9, “Whom, though having not seen, you love, and in Whom, though you do not see now but believe, you rejoice with inexpressible and glorious joy, since you are obtaining the goal of your faith—the salvation of your souls.”


h.  We are commanded by God to keep on being happy, Phil 3:1a, “From now on, my brethren, keep on having happiness in the Lord.”


i.  Notice that the loss of Paul and Barnabas to another city did not dampen or hinder the happiness of these believers.  The reason is given in the next statement—they were filled with the Holy Spirit.  They didn’t need Paul and Barnabas as crutches for their happiness.  They had Someone far greater to depend on for help.


j.  These new believers were filled with joy because they were also filled with the Holy Spirit.  The two go hand-in-hand.  You cannot be under the influence of God the Holy Spirit and be unhappy or miserable or despondent.  The fruit of the Spirit is joy/happiness.


k.  God the Holy Spirit produces this happiness in our thinking by reminding us that we have eternal salvation, eternal security, eternal life, eternal blessings, and an eternal home.

2.  “and with the Holy Spirit.”

a.  These believers were continually filled with the Holy Spirit.  This does not mean that they did not sin and fail and have to recover.  The present tense is an iterative present, which describes an action that occurs at successive intervals.  Like all of us, personal sin certainly happened to them.  But the overall characteristic of their new spiritual life was the influence of God the Holy Spirit on their souls.


b.  To be filled with the Spirit means to be under His influence, guidance, direction, help, etc.  These new believers were continually moving forward in their new spiritual life under the guidance and direction of their Mentor, their Paraclete.


c.  God gives us the filling of the Spirit at the moment of salvation.  We lose the filling/influence of the Holy Spirit the moment we sin.  We regain the filling/influence of the Spirit by acknowledging our sins to God (1 Jn 1:9).


d.  We are commanded to be filled with/under the influence of the Spirit, Eph 5:18b, “but be filled by means of the Spirit.”


e.  “Walking in [or by means of] the Spirit” is synonymous with being filled with the Spirit, Gal 5:16, “But I keep on declaring, ‘Keep on walking in the sphere of the Spirit and you will never carry out the lust of the flesh.’”



(1)  Walking by means of the Spirit is expected of us in imitation of the spiritual life of our Lord, 1 Jn 2:6, “The one who maintains that he continues to remain in Him [Christ] must also himself keep walking just as He walked.”



(2)  Paul calls this “walking in newness of life,” Rom 6:4; compare Rom 8:4, “in order that the legal requirement of the Law might be fulfilled by us, who keep walking, not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”



(3)  This was Paul’s commandment to these new believers and they obeyed it, 1 Cor 7:17, “But to each one as the Lord has assigned, as God has called each person, he must keep on walking in this manner.  Indeed I command in this manner in all the churches.”


f.  The temporary loss of Paul and Barnabas did not ruin the spiritual life of these believers.  They kept on growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior.  God the Holy Spirit kept on sustaining and encouraging them through the teaching of the word of God, which would be provided by all those with temporary spiritual gifts that communicated the word of God, such as the spiritual gifts of prophecy, knowledge, and the permanent spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


g.  They had not been abandoned by Paul and Barnabas and they knew it.  The missionaries promised to return and they did as we shall see in later chapters of Acts.  More importantly, they were never abandoned by God the Holy Spirit.  Heb 13:5b-6, “for He Himself has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,’ so that confidently we say, ‘The Lord [is] my helper; I will not be afraid of what man will do to me.’”
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