Acts 13:39



 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “through this One,” “through this Person,” “through Him,” or “by the agency of this One/this Person/Him.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS plus the articular present active participle of the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”  The phrase is translated “everyone who believes.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “who.”


The present tense is a descriptive and customary present, which describes what is now going on and is reasonably expected or customarily happens.


The participle is circumstantial.

“through this One everyone who believes”
 is the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb DIKAIOW, which means “to be declared righteous, not guilty, innocent; hence to be justified, vindicated, to be free of legal charges against them; to be set free from an obligation” (BDAG, p. 248f.).  Both ideas are true here.  We are set free from the legal obligations of the Mosaic Law and declared righteous or justified by God.


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The passive voice indicates that the person who believes in Christ receives the action of being freed from the obligations of the Mosaic Law and declared innocent of the guilt of sinfulness, and therefore, righteous and vindicated in the eyes of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“is declared righteous [declared innocent and freed of the legal charges against them],”

Acts 13:39 corrected translation
“through this One everyone who believes is declared righteous [declared innocent and freed of the legal charges against them],”
Explanation:
1.  “through this One everyone who believes”

a.  The entire thought must include the previous statement in verse 38: “Therefore, let it be known to you, men, brethren, that through this One forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, [forgiveness] from all the things which you have not been able to be justified [declared righteous, made pure] by the Law of Moses, through this One everyone who believes is declared righteous [declared innocent and freed of the legal charges against them], …”


b.  We now have the second half of the message of salvation.



(1)  “through this One forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you”



(2)  “through this One everyone who believes is declared righteous.”


c.  The two thoughts are not parallel but progressive.  God cannot declare us to be righteous until He first forgives us of our sins.


d.  Both the forgiveness of sins and the justification of the believer occur at the moment of salvation, but logically one must precede the other.


e.  Salvation from sinfulness requires the forgiveness of sins by God, but God cannot forgive sin unless His righteous demand for judgment of sin is satisfied.  This righteous demand for judgment of sin was fulfilled in the judgment of our sins in Christ on the Cross.  Therefore, the justice of God is now free to forgive us and then declare us to be free of sin.


f.  The judicial declaration of freedom from wrongdoing is Greek concept contained in the word DIKAIOSUNĒ and its cognates (like the verb DIKAIOW).  God declares us to be righteous because of what Jesus Christ did for us on the Cross, being judged for our sins as a substitute for us.  It is through Him, by the agency of Him, and in Him that everything is accomplished for us.


g.  The phrase “everyone who believes” refers to everyone listening to Paul in this synagogue.  Paul made this offer of forgiveness of sins and being declared righteous by God to both the Jews and Gentiles alike.  What fantastic good news for the Gentiles, who had never heard anything like this before.


h.  The verb “to believe” demands and implies an object in which to believe.  That object in context is the person and work of Jesus of Nazareth.  The people listening to Paul had to believe that Jesus was truly the Messiah (David’s greater son), that He was judged on the Cross for their sins, that He really died, was buried, and rose from the dead as the proof of who He was.  If anyone listening to Paul and Barnabas believed these things, then God would forgive their sins and declare them to be righteous.  This is also taught in Rom 1:17, “For the righteousness of God is being revealed by means of it [the gospel] because of faith in doctrine, just as it stands written, ‘But the righteous person because of faith shall live’.”

2.  “is declared righteous [declared innocent and freed of the legal charges against them],”

a.  The verb DIKAIOW means “to be declared righteous, not guilty, or innocent; hence to be justified, vindicated, to be free of legal charges against them; to be set free from an obligation” (BDAG, p. 248f.).  Both ideas are true here.  We are set free from the legal obligations of the Mosaic Law and declared righteous or justified by God.

b.  Without God’s declaration of righteousness there is no eternal salvation.  The righteousness of God cannot and will not accept sinners in heaven, living with Him forever.  Therefore, God had to judge our sins, so He could forgive our sins, so He could declare us to be free of the legal charges of sinfulness against us, so that He could save us from eternal condemnation, and so He could give us eternal life.  God had a plan.


c.  The fact that there were legal charges against us is declared in Col 2:13-14, “Nevertheless, though you were dead ones in the sphere of your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He [God the Holy Spirit] raised you together with Him [the Lord Jesus Christ], having forgiven us all our sins, having erased the certificate of indebtedness against us by means of the decrees [in the Mosaic Law], which continued to be hostile against us, that is, He removed it [the certificate of indebtedness] from the middle, having nailed it to the Cross.”


d.  The fact that God declares anyone who believes in Christ to be righteous is also taught in:



(1)  Rom 3:21-26, “(Now the righteousness of God has been revealed, having been declared by the Law and the prophets, apart from the Law, that is, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for the benefit of all who believe, since there is no distinction.)  Because all have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God, receiving justification without payment by means of His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus.  Whom God publicly displayed as the means of expiation through faith in His blood [spiritual death on the cross] for the demonstration of His righteousness because of the passing over of previously committed sins because of the delay [in judgment] from God, for a demonstration of His righteousness at this present time, in order that He might be just even when He justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.”



(2)  Rom 4:3-9, “For what does the Scripture say?  ‘Now Abraham had believed in the God [Jesus Christ], and it was credited to him as righteousness.’  But to the one who works [for salvation], his pay is not credited on the basis of grace but on the basis of debt.  But to the one who does not work [for salvation], but believes on Him who justifies the godless one [the unbeliever], his faith is credited as righteousness.  Just as David also communicates with reference to the blessing for the benefit of the person to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: ‘Happinesses belong to those whose lawlessnesses have been forgiven and whose sins have been covered.’  ‘Happy [is]the man against whom the Lord will never count sin.’  Is this blessing then for the benefit of the circumcision [only] or for benefit of the uncircumcised also?  In reply we say, ‘His faith was credited to Abraham as righteousness.’”


e.  We don’t know from Luke’s condensed version of Paul’s message in our passage how much more was said.  (All of Luke’s quotations of the messages delivered by Peter, Stephen, Philip, Cornelius, and Paul are condensed versions of what was said, because Luke was limited by the length of his scroll as to how much he could include.)  But if Paul went into detail teaching these Gentiles the things he says in his letter to the Romans, it is easy to see why almost the entire town turned out to hear him speak on the next Sabbath (verse 44).


f.  “It is relevant to recall that in the only other place in the Lukan writings where justification is spoken of as an act of God, the tax-collector who confessed himself to be a sinner and cast himself on the divine mercy went home justified, rather than the man who carefully regulated his life by the demands of Moses’ Law (Lk 18:14).”


g.  “Some interpreters take v. 39 to mean that the law could atone for some sins, but not for all, and that Christ justifies us in those areas where the law fails.  This idea is totally alien to Paul’s thought and is found nowhere else in Luke-Acts.  The more ‘absolute’ meaning seems to apply best: the law can never set us right with God; only Christ can.”

� F.F. Bruce, The Book of the Acts, NICNT, p. 263.


� Polhill, p. 305, footnote 40.
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