Acts 13:3



 is the temporal adverb TOTE, which means “Then” plus the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb NĒSTEUW, which means “to fast” (to purposely not eat anything).


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Simeon, Lucius, and Manaen produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, the action preceding the action of the main verb, and translated “after fasting.”

Then we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist deponent middle participle from the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, which means “to pray: praying.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Simeon, Lucius, and Manaen produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, the action preceding the action of the main verb, and translated “after praying.”

This is followed by the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb EPITITHĒMI, which means “to put, place, set, or lay on.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Simeon, Lucius, and Manaen produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle, the action preceding the action of the main verb, and translated “after laying…on.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun CHEIR, meaning “their hands.”  The article is used as a personal pronoun.   This is followed by the locative of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on them” and referring to Barnabas and Saul.

“Then, after fasting and praying and laying their hands on them,”

 is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb APOLUW, which means “to let go, send away, dismiss.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the leaders of the Antioch church produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

The direct object “[them]” is implied by what is being said.
“they sent [them] away.”

Acts 13:3 corrected translation
“Then, after fasting and praying and laying their hands on them, they sent [them] away.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then, after fasting and praying and laying their hands on them,”

a.  A day or two elapsed before the final commissioning of Barnabas and Saul took place.  This would have been necessary for several common sense reasons:



(1)  If they are commissioned the same day, then the fasting has no purpose.  The fasting probably lasted at least an entire day and perhaps two at the most.  When the Pharisee in Jesus’ parable of Lk 18:12 says that he fasted twice a week, this can only mean two days out of the seven day week.  So the period of fasting is more likely to be one day than two.



(2)  The purpose of the fasting was to give clarity of thinking and alertness to the mind for prayer.



(3)  The members of the Antioch church had to be notified of what God the Holy Spirit had told these men.



(4)  Barnabas and Saul had to get their own affairs in order: pay their bills, gather supplies for the trip, pack their own belongings, etc.  You don’t go to the mission field without all your affairs at home settled first.  For example, one of the most important things to do is to complete your last will and testament in case the Lord should take you home.



(5)  Financial support for the trip had to be collected; tickets for the ship had to be purchased; and their own food supplies had to be purchased and packed.  Much had to be done to get ready.  You don’t just pick up and go to the mission field.


b.  The praying likely took place over a period of more than just the day the Holy Spirit spoke to them.  This is the concept of perseverance in prayer.  You might ask, “What was there to pray about, since God the Holy Spirit had told them what to do?”  Well, there are the prayers of Barnabas and Saul for courage, confidence, and a proper understanding of how to conduct themselves, as well as how to use their spiritual gifts correctly.  There are also the prayers of the leadership of the church that the members of the church might see the importance of this mission trip and support it financially, prayerfully, and in any other ways they could.


c.  The laying of hands is a ritual that symbolizes the conveyance of power and authority from one person to another.  In this case, the leadership of the Church functions as the representatives of God the Holy Spirit to convey the authority of God to Barnabas and Saul to represent their church and their belief in Christ to unbelievers in lands beyond their own land.



(1)  This ritual has been given the title ‘ordination’ in the Christian church.  “The laying on of hands was a part of the formal ceremony by which the church commissioned them and then sent them into their new service.”
  This was not the commissioning of Barnabas and Saul as ‘apostles’.  Saul was appointed an apostle on the Damascus road by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.



(2)  Ordination is mentioned in the following other passages:




(a)  Acts 6:6, “whom they brought before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on them.”



(b)  1 Tim 4:14, “Stop neglecting the spiritual gift in you, which was given to you because of prophecy [the interpretation of the divine will and purpose] with the laying on of hands by the assembly of elders.”



(c)  1 Tim 5:22, “Stop laying hands too quickly on anyone [ordaining someone], and stop participating in [contributing to] other’s sins.  Keep on preserving yourself pure.”



(d)  2 Tim 1:6, “For which reason I remind you to rekindle your gift from God, which is in you through the agency of the laying on of my hands.”



(3)  The actual people performing this ritual were the other three leaders of the Antioch church: Simeon, Lucius, and Manaen.  They represented the entire congregation and God the Holy Spirit.
2.  “they sent [them] away.”

a.  The word ‘they’ here refers generally to the membership of the Church as a whole, but specifically to the three other leaders of the church of Antioch.


b.  This does not mean to send them away in the sense of getting rid of them, but in the sense of sending them on their way, which means giving them their full support.


c.  That the church is expected to provide for the support of traveling missionaries is the clear teaching of 1 Cor 16:10-11, “Now if Timothy comes, see to it that he is with you without fear.  Because he is accomplishing the work of the Lord just as I also.  Therefore, let no one despise him [treat him with contempt].  But send him on his way in peace [prosperity, harmony], in order that he might return to me.  For I am expecting him with your brethren.”


d.  Christian hospitality extends not only to the person coming to your home, but to your support of them as you send them on their way.
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