Acts 12:2



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “And” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANAIREW, which means “to get rid of by execution, do away with, destroy; Mt 2:16; Lk 22:2; Acts 2:23; 5:33, 36; 7:28; 9:23f, 29; 22:20; 23:15, 21; 25:3; of execution Lk 23:32; Acts 10:39; 12:2; 13:28.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The active voice is a causative active voice in which the subject, Herod, causes the action to be performed.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper noun IAKWBOS, meaning “James” plus the appositional accusative from the masculine singular article and noun ADELPHOS with the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular proper noun IWANNĒS, meaning “the brother of John.” 
“And he had James the brother of John executed”

 is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun MACHAIRA, which means “with a sword.”
“with a sword.”

Acts 12:2 corrected translation
“And he had James the brother of John executed with a sword.”
Explanation:
1.  “And he had James the brother of John executed”

a.  Luke continues with an example of what Herod was doing to harm the church.  Herod had the apostle James arrested, imprisoned, and then executed.  Luke does not tell us the reason why Herod began this persecution, but scholars have speculated (with good logical reasoning) that when the apostles and other evangelists began recruiting Gentiles for Jesus, it was such a threat to the Pharisees that they asked for Herod’s help in putting a stop once and for all to the ‘Christian’ movement.  It was one thing to get Jews to believe Jesus was the Messiah; it was a far greater ‘sin’ in the mind of the Pharisees to have Gentiles believe Jesus was the Messiah and that they were equal spiritually with Jews.  That was a total heresy that could not be tolerated.  “His attack on the apostles (Acts 12:2f) was perhaps more popular than it would have been previously, because of their recent fraternization with Gentiles.”


b.  The James mentioned here is “James the son of Zebedee.  Among the first whom Jesus called as disciples (Mk 1:16–20 and parallel passages), James belonged with his (likely younger) brother John and Peter to the inner circle of Jesus’ disciples.  In the four lists of the Twelve (Mt 10:2–4; Mk 3:16–19; Lk 6:14–16; Acts 1:13), James the son of Zebedee is always among the first three names.  Zebedee was a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee, and his sons were partners with Peter and Andrew (Mt 4:21; Lk 5:10).  Mt 27:56 may identify Salome as their mother.


Jesus named both James and John ‘sons of thunder’ (Mk 3:17), probably for their strong, brash personalities.  He rebuked them for their murderous anger toward the Samaritan village that refused him entry (Lk 9:51–56) and for their desire for precedence among the 12 disciples in the kingdom of God (Mk 10:35–45; but compare Mt 20:20–28, where their mother made the request for them).  Jesus refused this request, and predicted that they must ‘drink the cup that I drink,’ the cup of death.  James did drink it when executed by Herod Agrippa I in 44 (Acts 12:2).”


c.  The phrase “the brother of James” is the only time in Acts that John is not linked with Peter.  This qualifying phrase is added to clarify exactly who this James is, in contrast to the other apostle, James the son of Alphaeus, and James the Lord’s half-brother.


d.  So Herod gets his hands on one James and Peter.  Both would have been tried in court before the Sanhedrin as described before in Acts.  Both would have been found guilty just as Stephen was, and James was put to death first.  The execution of Peter was saved for a later date—during Passover, just like the execution of Jesus.
2.  “with a sword.”

a.  The means and/or method of James’ death was with a sword, which means he was beheaded.  Beheading was the method used by Romans (and Herod considered himself more of a Roman than a Jew) to execute those considered a political threat to the State.  Thus Herod executed James because he was considered a political threat to the Judea.  In what way could James be considered a threat—by condoning the equality of Gentiles with Jews spiritually as believers in Christ the exclusiveness of Judaism is abolished.  This was treason as far as the Jews were concerned.


b.  Beheading is the most painless death that could be inflicted on a person.  So if painful cruelty was intended, the result was not accomplished.


c.  James was the first of the apostles to die and his brother John was the last.


d.  Notice that God could have saved James, as He later saved Peter from this death, but chose not to.  The time, manner, and place of our death is the sovereign decision of God, and always permitted by the love of God.  “God did not choose to spare James (Acts 12:2).  Though He could have done so without being inconsistent with omnipotence, He did not choose to do so in His plan.”
  The plan of God called for the martyrdom of James, while at the same time calling for the deliverance of Peter.  And we have no right to question the wisdom, timing, or plan of God in these matters.  You might argue, “Isn’t God being arbitrary in these two cases?”  And the answer is a definite, “No!”  The righteousness and plan of God called for the death of Herod Antipas I.  But Herod had probably done nothing to justify his immediate death until he put James to death.  This probably freed the justice of God to act against Satan’s agent (Herod) immediately.  We don’t know or have all the facts, but one thing is certain—God is never arbitrary in the time, manner, or place of the death of any believer, because “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His godly ones,” Ps 116:15.
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