Acts 11:27



 is the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS plus the article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “in these days” or “during these days” (BDAG, p. 329).  With this we have the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”

“Now during these days”

 is the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb KATERCHOMAI, which means “to come/go down; to descend.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the subject (prophets) produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the adverbial genitive of place from the neuter plural proper noun IEROSOLUMA, which means “from Jerusalem.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “prophets.”  There is no adjectival use of the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “some” found here and is an erroneous addition to the NASB translation.  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular proper noun ANTIOCHEIA, meaning “to Antioch.”
“prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.”

Acts 11:27 corrected translation
“Now during these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now during these days”

a.  Luke transitions us forward in time to the next significant event in the history of the Church.


b.  The phrase “during these days” refers to the period of time at some indefinite point either during the year Barnabas and Saul had been teaching in Antioch or at the end of that year.  Luke’s point is that it was during this general time period, when the prophets from Jerusalem came.

2.  “prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.”

a.  The fact that there was a spiritual gift of prophesy is taught in:



(1)  1 Cor 12:28, “And so God has indeed appointed in the Church first commanders [apostles], second prophets, third teachers, then the power to perform miracle, then the gifts of healings, helps, administration, kinds of languages.”  



(2)  Eph 2:19b-20, “but you are fellow-citizens with the saints and members of God’s household [royal family], having been built upon the foundation consisting of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone.”



(3)  Eph 3:4c-5, “the mystery about Christ [the baptism of the Holy Spirit], which [mystery doctrine] in other generations was not made known to the sons of mankind, with the result that it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by the agency of the Spirit.”



(4)  Eph 4:11-12, “And He gave some apostles, others prophets, others evangelists, others pastor-teachers, for the purpose of equipping the saints for productive service for the purpose and result of the edification of the body of Christ.”



(5)  1 Thes 5:20-21, “Do not reject with contempt the teaching of prophecy, but examine all things, keep in your memory what is good.”



(6)  Rev 18:20, “Celebrate over her, O heaven, that is, you saints and apostles and prophets, because God has executed judgment for you against her.”



(7)  There is at least one false prophet mentioned in the New Testament, and it is not insignificant that this prophet was a woman (and women did not have spiritual communication gifts), Rev 2:20, “But I have against you that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and yet she teaches and leads astray My servants with the result that they engage in illicit sexual activities and eat things sacrificed to idols.”

b.  The fact that the spiritual gift of prophesy would cease to function is taught in 1 Cor 13:8, “Unconditional love never becomes invalid.  But if prophecies, they will cease.  If the spiritual gift of speaking in foreign languages, they will stop.  If the spiritual gift of knowledge, it will cease.”


c.  Therefore, what was the purpose of the spiritual gift of prophesy and how long would it last?



(1)  The spiritual gift of prophesy was a spiritual communication gift designed to help and protect believers during the pre-canon period of the Church Age.  As we shall see in this context, Agabus used this spiritual gift to warn believers of a coming famine.  Years later he uses this gift to warn Paul not to go to Jerusalem.  The purpose of the spiritual gift was to help believers cope with the circumstances of their lives, when they did not have the New Testament scriptures to help them.



(2)  Therefore, when the canon of Scripture was completed in 96 A.D., this spiritual gift was no longer needed, just as the spiritual gift of apostleship was no longer needed.



(3)  There are no legitimate Christian prophets today and there have not been any since the second century A.D.


d.  These believers with the spiritual gift of prophecy came from the Jerusalem church down (it was a downhill walk from Jerusalem to Antioch, three hundred miles north of Jerusalem) to the church of Antioch.  This was not an insignificant journey.  It would have taken between 15-20 days.


e.  Luke does not state whether the Jerusalem church sent these men or if they went on their own because of the leading of the Holy Spirit.  Both were probably true.  In any case, the purpose for these men going to Antioch was to warn and protect these new Gentile believers of a coming famine.  This was certainly a marvelous demonstration of the love of God to these new believers.
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