Acts 11:23
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 is the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring to Barnabas.  Then we have the appositional/explanatory nominative masculine singular aorist deponent participle from the verb PARAGINOMAI, which means “to be in movement so as to be present at a particular place: draw near, come, arrive, or be present.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The deponent middle voice functions like an active voice and indicates that Barnabas produced the action.


The participle is temporal, preceding the action of the main verb, and translated “after arriving.”

With this we have the connective/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb EIDON, which means “to see: seeing.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Barnabas produced the action.


The participle is temporal, preceding the action of the main verb, and translated “after seeing.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, meaning “the grace” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
“Who, after arriving and seeing the grace of God,”
 is the third person singular aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to rejoice: rejoiced” (BDAG, p. 1074).

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The deponent passive voice functions like an active voice and indicates that Barnabas produced the action of rejoicing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to encourage.”


The imperfect tense is an ingressive imperfect, which indicates entrance into a continuing past action without reference to its completion.  It is translated “he began to encourage.”


The active voice indicates that Barnabas produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “everyone.”  Then we have the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular article and noun PROTHESIS, which means “that which is planned in advance: plan, purpose, resolve, will 2 Tim 3:10; purpose of heart, that is, devotion Acts 11:23.”
  With this we have the either the ablative of source (‘the purpose from the heart’) or the genitive of the producer (‘the purpose produced by the heart’) from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA, meaning “the heart.”  This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb PROSMENW, which means “to be steadfast in association: remain/stay someone or something Mt 15:32; Mk 8:2; remain true to the Lord Acts 11:23.”


The present tense is a customary and progressive present for an action that is expected to normally continue.


The active voice indicates that the new Gentiles believers are to produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the verb “to encourage.”

Finally, we have the dative of direction/indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “to the Lord.”
“rejoiced and began to encourage everyone to remain true to the Lord with the purpose produced by the heart;”
Acts 11:23 corrected translation
“Who, after arriving and seeing the grace of God, rejoiced and began to encourage everyone to remain true to the Lord with the purpose produced by the heart;”
Explanation:
1.  “Who, after arriving and seeing the grace of God,”

a.  This sentence is a continuation of the thought in the previous verse.  The subject ‘Who’ refers to Barnabas, who was just mentioned at the end of the previous statement.

b.  Barnabas is sent out by the Jerusalem church to investigate the large number of Gentiles in Antioch that are believing in Jesus.  He arrives in Antioch and spends time with the new members of the church.

c.  Not stated, but clearly implied by the simple logic of the situation, is the probably that Barnabas knew many of the believers in the Antioch church who had formerly been members of the Jerusalem church and had been scattered by the persecution of Saul.  Barnabas was clearly in the Jerusalem church selling a piece of property and giving the proceeds to the church (Acts 4) long before Stephen was martyred (Acts 8).  Barnabas would have been well known to the believers from the Jerusalem church witnessing in Antioch.  This was one reason Barnabas was selected by the Jerusalem church to go to Antioch.


d.  Also not stated, but clearly implied, is the fact that Barnabas had to spend a few days, if not a couple of weeks observing what was going on before he could safely conclude that the grace of God was at work in the Antioch church.  We don’t know exactly how long it took, but the point being made by Luke is that the functioning of the grace of God in the Antioch church was obvious to Barnabas.  There was no question that God’s hand was in everything.


e.  The specific “grace of God” that Barnabas saw was the common and efficacious grace of Gentiles truly believing in Christ and being saved.  Gentiles with no Jewish religious background were clearly accepting Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

2.  “rejoiced and began to encourage everyone to remain true to the Lord with the purpose produced by the heart;”

a.  Luke now states the reaction of Barnabas to the salvation of these Gentiles—he rejoices.  Not all Jews had this same attitude.  The Judaizers of the Jerusalem church hardly rejoiced over the salvation of the Gentiles.  In fact they resented the fact that Gentiles were becoming part of the Church without having to be circumcised.

b.  Seeing, believing, and rejoicing at the salvation of such a large number of Gentiles, Barnabas does what true Christian leadership is supposed to do—he encourages these new believers to live the spiritual life with the purpose of God, which is produced in their soul from the word of God.

c.  Barnabas began to teach doctrine.  Teaching doctrine is the encouragement of the soul of other believers.


d.  Barnabas used his spiritual gift of teaching to produce in the heart or right lobe of the soul the encouragement these new believers needed to begin and continue to live the spiritual life God had provided for them.


e.  Notice that Barnabas encouraged everyone—both Jewish and Gentile believers in the church.  There was no partiality.  There was equal privilege and equal opportunity.


f.  The phrase “to remain true to the Lord” means to continue in their faith in Christ, which would be manifest by their continuation to learn the word of God and apply what they learned in their everyday circumstances.  Remaining true to the Lord meant not turning back to the worship of paganism.  Remaining true to the Lord meant continued obedience to the will of God.


g.  The manner in which a believer was to remain true to the Lord is further defined in this statement as being done with the purpose produced by the heart or right lobe of the soul.



(1)  The heart or right lobe of the soul is the place where the word of God which we have learned and believed is stored and remembered for application to life.  The heart is that part of the soul that contains the Bible doctrine we have metabolized and are ready to apply to life.



(2)  The doctrine in our heart motivates us to produce God’s purpose in our life.



(3)  God the Holy Spirit, our teacher and mentor, uses the doctrine in our heart to accomplish the purpose of His will.  This is the influence of the Spirit, called the filling of the Spirit.



(4)  The way in which we remain true to the Lord is by being influenced by the Holy Spirit, and this influence comes from the purpose of God, which is stored in our soul from growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

h.  Barnabas taught doctrine.  That doctrine was believed by these believers and stored in that part of their soul called the heart.  Then the Holy Spirit used that doctrine to influence these believers to accomplish the purpose of God’s will, which is the execution of the spiritual life God has provided for them.  By doing this these believers remained true to the Lord.  The teaching of that doctrine continued to encourage these believers to live their spiritual lives in the execution of the will of God.


i.  The same system of teaching doctrine for the purpose of encouragement to continue to execute the will of God was used by Peter in Jerusalem and later by Paul in all the churches.  This is what the true leadership of a local church is supposed to do.
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