Acts 10:42



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PARAGGELLW, which means “to give orders, command, instruct, direct Acts 10:42; 15:5; 16:18, 23; 23:30 and many other passages.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which presents the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the resurrected Christ produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us” and referring to the apostles.  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb KĒRUSSW, which means “to proclaim.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which presents the entire future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the resurrected Christ produced the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, used after verbs of commanding to indicate the content of what is to be done.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun LAOS, meaning “to the people” plus the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the aorist deponent middle infinitive from the verb DIAMARTUROMAI, which means “to make a solemn declaration about the truth of something: to testify of, bear witness to Acts 10:42; 18:5; 20:21, 23-24; 28:23; 23:11; 8:25; 1 Thes 4:6; Heb 2:6.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which presents the entire future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the resurrected Christ produced the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, used after verbs of commanding to indicate the content of what is to be done.

“And He ordered us to proclaim to the people and make a solemn declaration”
 is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” used after verbs of speaking to indicate the content of what is said.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning literally “this One,” but also used in place of the personal pronoun for emphasis, meaning “He” (An alternate reading in a number of very good manuscripts is AUTOS, which indicates the scribes’ understanding of this meaning as well.)  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the perpetual state of being without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the state of being what He is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular articular perfect passive participle of the verb HORIZW, which means “to appoint, designate, declare: God judges the world ‘through a man whom he has appointed’ Acts 17:31; the one appointed by God as judge 10:42.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun (‘who’) and also substantivizes the participle, causing it to function like a predicate noun.


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completion of a past action.


The passive voice indicates that the resurrected Christ received the action of being appointed something.


The participle is circumstantial.  It is translated “the one who has been appointed.”

This is followed by the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “by God” and referring to God the Father.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun KRITĒS, meaning “the judge.”  This is followed by the genitive of identity or the ablative of rank from the masculine plural present active participle from the verb ZAW, meaning “of the living.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, describing those alive at the second advent and last judgment.


The active voice indicates that this group of people produces the action of being alive.


The participle is ascriptive, being used as a noun: the living ones.

With this we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” the genitive masculine plural adjective NEKROS, meaning “the dead.”
“that He is the One who has been appointed by God the judge of the living and the dead.”
Acts 10:42 corrected translation
“And He ordered us to proclaim to the people and make a solemn declaration that He is the One who has been appointed by God the judge of the living and the dead.”
Explanation:
1.  “And He ordered us to proclaim to the people and make a solemn declaration”

a.  Peter continues his proclamation of the gospel by indicating that he and the other believers in Jesus as the Christ are obeying orders from their Commander—a statement that would be well-received by a centurion and his fellow-soldiers, friends, and family.  They would appreciate Peter’s obedience to the will and authority of his Commander.

b.  The Lord’s order has already been declared by Luke in Acts 1:8, “Furthermore you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, even to the end [remotest part] of the earth.”

c.  The phrase “to the people” refers to the people of Israel.  And now the word ‘people’ is being expanded to include the Gentiles as well.  This fact is not being lost on the Gentiles gathered in Cornelius’ house.

d.  The solemn declaration is what follows in the next statement.  It is a solemn declaration because it deals with the final judgment of all people in human history.  The fact that Jesus Christ is going to judge the world and no person will escape from this judgment is a solemn declaration indeed.


e.  The solemnity of this statement would also not be lost on the audience in Cornelius’ home.

2.  “that He is the One who has been appointed by God the judge of the living and the dead.”

a.  The solemn declaration is that the resurrected Jesus will judge all mankind, both those alive and those who have died.  No one will escape this judgment.

b.  Peter declares the same judgment in 1 Pet 4:5, “who will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.”  This is one of the indications that the speech quoted here by Luke is genuinely the words of Peter.

c.  The fact that Jesus Christ will judge the world is declared by Him in:



(1)  Jn 5:22, “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son.”



(2)  Jn 12:47-48, “If anyone hears My sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world.  He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.”

and by Paul in:



(1)  Acts 17:31, “because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”



(2)  2 Tim 4:8, “In the future a wreath of righteousness is reserved for me, and not only to me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will reward to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all those who have loved His appearance.”

d.  By his resurrection he manifests himself Lord and Judge over the living and the dead.



(1)  Mt 25:31ff, “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.  All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.”



(2)  Mk 14:62, “And Jesus said, ‘I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.’”



(3)  Jn 5:27-29, “and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.  Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.”



(4)  Rom 10:9-12, “If you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus as Lord, that is, if you will believe in your right lobe that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart, it is believed resulting in [imputed] righteousness, and with the mouth, it is acknowledged resulting in salvation.  Therefore the Scripture says, ‘Everyone who believes on Him shall not be disappointed.’  For there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile, because the same one [is] Lord of all, being generous to all those who call upon Him.”



(5)  Rom 14:9, “You see, for this reason, Christ died and lived, in order that He might be Lord over both dead and living.”



(6)  2 Tim 4:1, “I solemnly charge you in the presence of the God [the Father] and Christ Jesus, Who is destined to judge the living and the dead, both with reference to His appearance [the Rapture] and with reference to His kingdom [the Last Judgment],…”



(7)  Rev 11:18, “And so the nations were angry.  And then Your anger came [Baptism of Fire].  Also the time [came] for the dead [OT believers] to be judged, that is, to give reward to Your ministers, the prophets [OT believers], and to the saints [Tribulational martyrs] and to those who respect Your person, the insignificant and the important [various classes of people], and to destroy those who destroy the earth.”

e.  In the plan of God the Father from eternity past, Jesus Christ has been predestined to judge the world of mankind.  The angels have already been judged; the execution of that final judgment will be implemented at the Last Judgment.  There will be two judgments of mankind:



(1)  The baptism of fire is the judgment of all unbelievers (both Jewish unbelievers and Gentile unbelievers) living on the earth at the point of the second advent of Christ, which occurs prior to our Lord’s thousand year rule on earth.



(2)  The last judgment is also called the Great White Throne judgment, which occurs at the end of the millennial reign of Christ and will include all those alive at the end of the millennial reign of Christ and the resurrection and judgment of all those who have died during the course of human history.  These two groups compose the judgment of the living and the dead.  Rev 20:11-15, “And then I saw a great white throne and the One sitting on it, from Whose presence the earth and heaven vanished.  Consequently, no inhabitable place was found for them.  And then I saw the dead, the great and the insignificant, standing before the throne.  And then books were opened.  And then another book was opened, which is [the book] of life.  And then the dead were judged on the basis of the things which had been written in the books according to their works.  And then the sea gave up the dead which [were] in it; also death and Hades gave up the dead which [were] in them.  And then they were judged, each one, on the basis of their works.  And then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This is the second death, the lake of fire.  And if anyone was not found having been written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

f.  The implication of Peter’s statement to Cornelius and his family and friends is that if they refuse to believer in Christ, they will be involved in this judgment.
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