Acts 10:31



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PHEMI, meaning “to say: he said.”

The present tense is a historical present, which states a past action as though it were happening right now for the sake of emphasis and dramatic effect.


The active voice indicates that the ‘man’ dressed in a radiant garment produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the vocative masculine singular from the proper noun KORNĒLIOS, meaning “Cornelius.”

“and he said, ‘Cornelius,”
 is the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb EISAKOUW, which means “to be heard.”  This is more intensive than simply hearing (AKOUW) but means it has been carefully heard, distinctly heard, especially heard, etc.  A preposition prefixed to a verb intensifies the action.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which presents the past action as a fact, but regards it from the viewpoint of its completion.  The English auxiliary verb “has” is used in the translation to bring out the idea of the completed action.


The passive voice indicates that Cornelius’ prayer received the action of being heard.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” and the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PROSEUCHĒ, meaning “prayer.”
“your prayer has been heard”
 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine plural article and noun ELEĒMOSUNĒ with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your charitable giving” (see Acts 10:2).  Then we have the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb MIMNĒISKW, which means “to be remembered.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which presents the past action as a fact, but regards it from the standpoint of its completion.


The passive voice indicates that the Cornelius’ charitable giving received the action of being remembered.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “in the presence of or before God.”
“and your charitable giving has been remembered before God.”
Acts 10:31 corrected translation
“and he said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your charitable giving has been remembered before God.”
Explanation:
1.  “and he said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard”

a.  The man (angel) dressed in the bright, shining, radiant garment or robe now addresses Cornelius by name.   (Perhaps this angel would become Cornelius’ guardian angel after Cornelius’ conversion.)

b.  The fact that Cornelius is addressed by name is not an attention getting device by the angel, since the sudden appearance of the angel has already gotten Cornelius’ attention.  Instead, this direct address tells Cornelius that he is known to heavenly beings by name—a thought that ought to make each of us stop and consider the importance of our involvement in the resolution of the angelic conflict.  God knows you by name, but so do millions of angels.

c.  Then the angel makes a startling statement to a person who is not yet a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ—God had been listening to his prayer.  So this begs the question, ‘Does God listen to the prayers of unbelievers?’  It depends on the prayer and the person.  Here are some factors to remember.



(1)  Cornelius was not a total unbeliever.  He was a God-fearing Gentile, who believed in the God of Israel, but had not yet heard that Jesus Christ was the God of Israel.



(2)  Cornelius’ prayer probably was the prayer of God-consciousness, which says to God, “I want to know You.  Please help me come to know You.”  God will always answer that prayer of any person.



(3)  We do not know the exact nature of Cornelius’ prayer, since they are not specifically mentioned, but the fact that God has sent Peter to deliver the message of the gospel to Cornelius means that God’s answer to the prayers has to be related to the prayer request.  Therefore, since God’s answer to the request is the message of the gospel, the request itself had to be in some way related to the person of the God of Israel.



(4)  The word ‘prayer’ is in the singular.  It was not a series of prayers, but a single prayer, which points to God’s specific answer to that specific prayer.  This would indicate that the single prayer was more likely to be a prayer of God-consciousness wanting to have a relationship with God.
2.  “and your charitable giving has been remembered before God.”

a.  In addition to Cornelius’ prayer, his graciousness in giving to help others has also been remembered (mentioned?) in the presence of God.

b.  This statement is a paraphrase of the angel’s statement in Acts 10:4, “Your prayers and your charitable giving have ascended as a memorial offering before God.”

c.  The idea of God ‘remembering’ is human language of accommodation.  God does not need to remember, because God does not forget.  All things past, present, and future are known by the omniscience of God simultaneously—a concept we cannot even fathom.


d.  The point being made by the angel is that God is now recognizing the kindness, thoughtfulness, and graciousness of Cornelius in his desire to please God and do the will of God.  God is going to honor Cornelius’ obedience and faithfulness by bringing Cornelius into the closest possible relationship with God—union with Christ.

e.  God does not ignore our graciousness, kindness, and thoughtfulness toward others.  It is the function of the spiritual life and glorifies God.


f.  If God remembers and honors the prayer and charitable giving of a person who is not a member of the royal family of God yet, how much more is He going to do so for someone who is a member of the body of Christ?


g.  Heb 11:6, “Now without confidence in doctrine [it is] impossible to please [God].  For it is necessary that the one coming to God believe that He is and keeps on proving to be a rewarder to those seeking Him.”  Cornelius had this belief and he was rewarded for it by becoming a member of the body of Christ.
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