Acts 10:1



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” with the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun ANĒR and the indefinite pronoun TIS, used as an adjective, meaning “a certain man.”  There is no main verb here, which suggests the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[there was].”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun KAISAREIA, which means “in Caesarea.”  This is followed by the instrumental of association from the neuter singular noun ONOMA, meaning “with the name; by name;” or “named.”  Then we have the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular proper noun KORNĒLIOS, transliterated as “Cornelius.”
“Now [there was] a certain man in Caesarea named Cornelius,”
 is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular noun EKATOTARCHĒS, which means literally “ruler of one hundred,” that is a Roman soldier with the military rank of centurion, which is equivalent to a Captain in the United States Army (see BDAG, p. 298).  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the feminine singular noun SPEIRA, which means “from the cohort, which is a military technical term used to translate the Latin word ‘cohors’, the tenth part of a Roman legion Mt 27:27; Mk 15:16; Jn 18:3, 12; Acts 21:31; 10:1.”
  The Roman cohort would be equivalent of a United States Army battalion.  Then we have the appositional genitive from the feminine singular articular present passive participle of the verb KALEW, which means “to be called.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “which.”


The present tense is a descriptive and static present for a state or condition that presently exists.


The passive voice indicates that the cohort or battalion receives the action of being called something.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the appositional genitive from the feminine singular adjective, used as a substantive, ITALIKOS, meaning “Italian” (BDAG, p. 484).
“a centurion from the cohort which is called ‘Italian’,”
Acts 10:1 corrected translation
“Now [there was] a certain man in Caesarea named Cornelius, a centurion from the cohort which is called ‘Italian’,”
Explanation:
1.  “Now [there was] a certain man in Caesarea named Cornelius,”

a.  Luke transitions the historical narrative along to the next significant event in the early history of the Church.

b.  Luke now moves us to an honorable man, who lived in the city of Caesarea, the Roman capital of the district of Judea in the province of Syria.  The man had the Roman name of Cornelius.  “Cornelius was a common nomen in the Roman world ever since Publius Cornelius Sulla in 82 BC emancipated 10,000 slaves and enrolled them in his own gens Cornelia.”
 


c.  Caesarea is “a city on the Palestinian coast about 32 miles north of Joppa and about 65 miles northwest of Jerusalem.  It was originally a Phoenician fortification or city known as Strato’s tower, and seems to have been built in the 4th century B.C. by a Sidonian king of that name.  The city fell to the Roman forces under Pompey in 63 B.C., and was subsequently given to Herod the Great by Augustus.  Herod then named the city Caesarea and its seaport Sebastos, in honor of the Roman emperor.  In a display of lavishness Herod erected sumptuous palaces and public buildings over a twelve-year period: and it was not until 10 B.C. that construction was completed and the city dedicated amid magnificent games in the amphitheater.  Like most coastal communities in NT times, Caesarea had a mixed population. When Pilate was procurator of Judea he lived in the governor’s residence at Caesarea.  Philip preached in the city (Acts 8:40), which was also his home (Acts 21:8).  Herod Agrippa resided in the city and died there (12:19, 23). Paul passed through Caesarea several times, making it his port of landing on his return from his second and third missionary journeys (18:22; 21:8).  At Caesarea he made his fateful decision to visit Jerusalem (21:13), and to that city he returned under guard prior to his appearance before Felix (23:23ff).  After two years of imprisonment Paul made his defense before Festus and Agrippa II in Caesarea, and sailed from there as a prisoner when sent by Festus to Rome on his own appeal (25:11).  Josephus described the riots that broke out between Jews and Gentiles in Caesarea, and recorded the atrocities practiced on the Jews under Felix and Florus.  In Caesarea Titus celebrated the birthday of his brother Domitian by setting 2500 Jews to fight with beasts in the huge amphitheater.”

2.  “a centurion from the cohort which is called ‘Italian’,”

a.  Luke further identifies this man as a company commander (a centurion) from the Italian battalion.  Each cohort (a battalion) had a name in the Roman legion.  The one stationed in Caesarea at this time was the Italian cohort.  The organization of the United States Army is based on the same structure of the Roman army:
Roman Army
Size

Commanded By



Called


100 men


a Centurion




a Century
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a Tribune




a Cohort

10000 men
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US Army












60-190 men


a Company commander


a Captain

350-1100 men


a Battalion commander


a Battalion

10-14,000 men

a Division commander


a Major General


b.  Between 140 B.C. and 200 A.D. there were six Roman legions stationed in the Roman province of Syria: three in the north near Antioch—the 4th (Scythica), the 12th (Fulminata), and the 6th (Ferrata); and three in the south near Jerusalem—the 5th (Macedonica), the 10th (Fretensis), and the 15th (Apollinaris).  There is inscriptional evidence for the presence of an ‘Italian Cohort’ in Syria about AD 69; this was an auxiliary cohort and was composed of Roman freedmen.


c.  This cohort was stationed in and/or around the city of Caesarea as the local ‘police’ force.  This centurion was one of several officers in charge of the protection of the Roman governor in the capital city.


d.  Polybius said that the centurions were chosen by merit, and so were men remarkable not so much for their daring courage as for their deliberation, constancy, and strength of mind.
 “Centurions are required not to be bold and adventurous so much as good leaders, of steady and prudent mind, not prone to take the offensive or start fighting wantonly, but able when overwhelmed and hard-pressed to stand fast and die at their post.”
  Such men were prestigious members of a relatively small class governing the military. They received substantial pensions upon retirement and would easily count among the local notables of a town.
  The centurions were always chosen from among Romans who were stable and reliable and who had demonstrated their courage and maturity.
  The ordinary duties of the centurion were to drill his men, to inspect their arms, food, and clothing, and to command them in the camp and in the field.


e.  Lenski (p. 394) gives a nice, concise picture of the historical background at this time.  “It must have been late in the year 37 or early in 38 when Saul left Jerusalem and went to Tarsus via Caes​area.  Peter must have gone to Lydda, Joppa, and then Caesarea not long after Saul had departed, namely in the summer of 38.  Herod Agrippa I, a prisoner in Rome under Tiberius until the latter’s death on March 16, 37, was appointed king over his uncle Philip’s tetrarchy (Lk 3:1) by the new emperor Caligula but did not arrive in Palestine until late in the summer of 38.  Perhaps already in April, 37, Marullus was ap​pointed procurator of Judea, and he must have had this Italian cohort in Caesarea.  Not until early in 41 did Emperor Claudius make Agrippa I king over all Pales​tine, which explains how he could execute James and imprison Peter in Jerusalem.  Marullus ruled as pro​curator.  Agrippa I suffered a miserable death after the Passover of 44, after ruling all Palestine for only a little over three years.”


f.  F.F. Bruce notes (p. 202) that “It is noteworthy that the first Gentile with whom Jesus had dealings during his public ministry was a centurion stationed in Capernaum.  It was with reference to this man’s faith that He said, ‘many will come from east and west and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven’ (Mt 8:11).  These words now began to find their fulfillment in another centurion.”
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