Acts 1:3



 is the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “To whom” and referring to the disciples/apostles.  Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PARISTĒMI, which means “to present (oneself)” (BDAG, p. 778).


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the entire action as a past fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “Himself” and referring to the resurrected humanity of Christ.  Then we have the appositional/explanatory accusative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ZAW, which means “to be alive; to live.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what was going on at that time.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial and explanatory, and can be translated “as being alive” or “as living.”  The accusative of HEAUTOU and the accusative participle are a double accusative of object-complement, in which one accusative substantive is the direct object of the verb and the other accusative (either noun, adjective, participle, or infinitive) complements the object in that it predicates something about it.  …and “one should normally translate the construction with ‘as’ between the two accusatives.”

Then we have the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time (translated “after”) from the neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive of the verb PASCHW, which means “to suffer.”  See Wallace, page 594f for clarification of the META + articular infinitive expressing antecedent time as standard Greek syntax.


The aorist tense is constative/historical aorist, which regards the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action of suffering and dying on the Cross.


The infinitive functions as a substantive, translated “after the suffering.”

With this we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “He” and referring to our Lord, so that the entire prepositional phrase is translated “after He suffered.”  The word AUTOS is not a possessive genitive, and therefore, cannot be translated ‘His suffering’ as found in the NASV. This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many” and the noun TEKMĒRION, meaning “that which causes something to be known in a convincing and decisive manner: proof; by many convincing proofs Acts 1:3.”
 

“To whom also He presented Himself by many convincing proofs as being alive after He suffered,”
 is the preposition DIA plus the adverbial genitive of time (meaning “throughout, through, during or for”) from the feminine plural noun HĒMERA, meaning “days” and the feminine plural adjective TESSERAKONTA, meaning “forty.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb OPTANOMAI, which means “to be visible to, appear to someone of the risen Christ Acts 1:3.”


The present tense is a historical present, which presents a past action as though it were a present occurrence for the sake of vividness or dramatic effect.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning—our Lord producing the action of appearing.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the disciple-apostles.

“appearing to them for forty days”

 is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb LEGW, meaning “to say; speak about; declare, proclaim as teaching” (BDAG, p. 589).


The present tense is a descriptive present for what occurred during that period of forty days.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, meaning “the things.”  This article substantivizes the following prepositional phrase, making the entire prepositional phrase the direct object of the verb LEGW.  This is followed by the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA, meaning “concerning the kingdom” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
“and speaking about the things concerning the kingdom of God.”

Acts 1:3 corrected translation
“To whom also He presented Himself by many convincing proofs as being alive after He suffered, appearing to them for forty days and speaking about the things concerning the kingdom of God.”
Explanation:
1.  “To whom also He presented Himself by many convincing proofs as being alive after He suffered,”

a.  The resurrected Lord Jesus Christ presented Himself to His eleven disciple-apostles by many convincing proofs during the period of forty days after His resurrection and before His ascension, 1 Cor 15:5-8, “and that He appeared to Peter, then to the twelve.  Later He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, the majority of whom remain until now, but some have died.  Later He appeared to Jacob then to all the apostles.  But last of all, as though to a miscarriage, He appeared even to me.”


b.  This passage tells us that the resurrected humanity of Christ lived on earth for a period of forty literal days after His resurrection and before His ascension into heaven.


c.  The many convincing proofs of His resurrection as described elsewhere in such passages as:



(1)  Mt 28:9-10, “And behold, Jesus met them [Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, who had come to the tome; Mark says that ‘the other Mary’ was Mary the mother of James, Mk 16:1, and adds Salome] and greeted them.  And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him.  Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they will see Me.’”



(2)  Mt 28:16-17, “But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated.  When they saw Him, they worshiped Him but some were doubtful.”  Notice that we don’t yet have the “many convincing proofs” because “some [not just Thomas] were doubtful.”



(3)  Lk 24:13-35, the story of the two men [Cleopas and Simon?] on the road to Emmaus.



(4)  Lk 24:36-43, where Jesus suddenly stands in their midst, shows them His hands and feet, allows them to touch Him proving He has real flesh and bones, and then eats a piece of broiled fish.



(5)  Jn 20:16-17, Jesus appears to Mary at the tomb and she clings to Him.



(6)  Jn 20:26-29, Jesus appears to the disciples to prove Himself especially to Thomas eight days after His previous appearance to them.



(7)  Jn 20:30, “Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book.”



(8)  Jn 21:1ff, Jesus manifests himself to some of the disciples who are fishing on the Sea of Tiberias.  John says, “This is now the third time that Jesus was manifested to the disciples, after He was raised from the dead,” Jn 21:14.


d.  Piecing together all the information, the order of the appearances of Christ may be as follows:



(1)  To Mary at the tomb.



(2)  To the two men on the road to Emmaus.



(3)  To the disciples minus Thomas in the closed room on the evening of His resurrection (the same day He appeared to Mary, Jn 19:20).



(4)  On the mountain in Galilee, where some still disbelieved.  Probably the same as the appearance to 500 referred to by Paul in 1 Cor 15:6.



(5)  To the disciples and Thomas eight days after the resurrection, perhaps in Galilee.



(6)  At the Sea of Tiberias, Jn 21:14.



(7)  The disciples are regathered in Jerusalem and told to remain there until they receive the gift of the Holy Spirit promised by God the Father, and they witness the ascension of Christ.



(8)  The appearance to James, the Lord’s half brother, could be anywhere after appearing on the mountain in Galilee.  The appearance to Paul is the last appearance.


e.  The phrase “after He suffered” refers to His physical death on the Cross.  Our Lord appeared alive to His disciples after He died on the Cross and proved to them over a period of forty days by many convincing proofs that He was in fact alive.



(1)  He proved it by speaking and being able to carry on a conversation.



(2)  He proved it by the nail marks in His hands and feet.



(3)  He proved it by the spear puncture into His chest.



(4)  He proved it by being made of flesh and bone.



(5)  He proved it by being able to be touched.



(6)  He proved it by eating.



(7)  He proved it by being visible.



(8)  He proved it by His intellectual and spiritual knowledge of Scripture.



(9)  He proved it by being able to appear and disappear at will.



(10)  He proved it by passing through closed doors.


f.  1 Jn 1:1-3, “What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and our hands have touched about the Living Word—also the life was revealed; in fact we have both seen and testified and proclaimed to you that eternal life, the very One Who was with the Father and was revealed to us—what we have seen and heard, we also have proclaimed to you.”


g.  2 Pet 1:16, “For not having followed slyly concocted stories, but having become eyewitnesses of that majesty, we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

2.  “appearing to them for forty days”

a.  Our Lord appeared to the disciple-apostles over a period of forty days many times and in many different ways.  He was with them off and on during the forty days and was not with them every moment of the forty days.


b.  The emphasis here is on the empirical, physical proof of the existence of the humanity of Christ after His death and resurrection.


c.  Our Lord did not just appear in Jerusalem on the day of His resurrection, show Himself to the disciples and then ascend into heaven.  He stayed on earth for a period of forty days to continue to prove again and again to the disciples that He was in fact alive.


d.  Forty is the number of grace. Our Lord graciously appeared to the disciples for forty days to prove to them beyond doubt that there is life after death and that life is in His Son, 1 Jn 5:11, “And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”


e.  Why forty days?



(1)  It was necessary to fulfill the period of fifty days between the day of the Feast of Firstfruits (which is a picture of the resurrection of Christ as the firstfruits from the dead) and the feast of Pentecost (the fiftieth day after the day of the feast of Firstfruits).



(2)  “It evokes the period of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness.  Just as it was a time when Jesus prepared for his ministry, so for forty days the risen Jesus prepared his followers for theirs.”

3.  “and speaking about the things concerning the kingdom of God.”

a.  During the forty days after His resurrection our Lord not only had to prove His humanity had eternal life, but He also needed to teach the disciple-apostles many things about the kingdom of God, which they did not understand prior to His physical death.


b.  The things concerning the kingdom of God refer to:



(1)  The nature and importance of eternal salvation, that is, the gospel message and the importance of the suffering of Christ on the Cross bearing the punishment for the sins of the world.  The apostles had to have a completely accurate understanding of the work of Christ on the Cross and its relationship to trusting in Him for eternal life.  Without this understanding there is no accurate message of the gospel and no entrance into the kingdom of God.



(2)  The Messianic kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ on earth after the Tribulation.



(3)  The eternal kingdom of God the Father, that is, the eternal state.



(4)   “It may reasonably be concluded that the teaching about the kingdom of God given to the apostles during the forty days was calculated to make plain to them the bearing of these saving events on the message of the kingdom.  Luke supplies one sample of this teaching toward the end of his Gospel, where he shows the risen Lord opening his disciples’ minds to understand the scriptures, Lk 24:45-47.”



(5)  A further part of this message of the kingdom of God is the fact that God had ordained Christ as judge of the living and the dead, Acts 10:42.


c.  The disciple-apostles understood “these things concerning the kingdom of God” to be a reference to the millennial rule of Christ on earth as evidenced by their question in verse 6, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?”  However, our Lord’s answer to them indicates that there is a spiritual side to this kingdom into which they are about to enter as a new phase of human history, which had never been revealed to mankind.


d.  The motif of the kingdom of God is not prominent in Acts; but the few references indicate that it played a significant role in the preaching of the disciples. These references include:



(1)  Acts 8:12, “But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the person of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike.”



(2)  Acts 14:22, “strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, ‘Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.’”



(3)  Acts 19:8, “And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God.”



(4)  Acts 20:25, “And now, behold, I know that all of you, among whom I went about preaching the kingdom, will no longer see my face.”



(5)  Acts 28:23, “When they had set a day for Paul, they came to him at his lodging in large numbers; and he was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until evening.”



(6)  Acts 28:30-31, “And he stayed two full years in his own rented quarters and was welcoming all who came to him, preaching the kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, unhindered.”  Note that Acts begins and ends with the preaching of the kingdom of God—the message of eternal salvation through faith in Christ.
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