3 John 9



- is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write: I have written.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the past, completed action, which is brought out in the translation by the auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that John has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “something.”  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the feminine singular article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “to the assembly;” that is, “to the church.”

“I have written something to the church,”

- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb PHILOPRWTEUW, which means “to have a special interest in being in the leading position, wish to be first, like to be leader, with focus on controlling others.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who” or “he who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the subject Diotriphes produces the action.


The participle is causal, and can be translated “because he…” or “since he…”

Then we have the ablative of rank from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “over them” or “above them.”
“but because he loves to be first in authority over them,”

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper name DIOTREPHĒS.  Then we have the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” with the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb EPIDECHOMAI, which means “to receive into one’s presence in a friendly manner, receive, welcome someone; used of Diotrephes, who refuses to recognize [John’s] emissaries.”


The present tense is a historical present, which is used for the sake of dramatic effect, in which the writer imagines that he and/or his readers are present and witnessing a past event.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning with Diotrephes producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us” and referring to John’s emissaries or representatives.

“Diotrephes did not welcome us.”

3 John 9 corrected translation
“I have written something to the church, but because he loves to be first in authority over them, Diotrephes did not welcome us.”

Explanation:
1.  “I have written something to the church,”


a.  John continues with a reminder that he wrote a previous letter to the Christian church as a whole, but also to the local church of which Gaius is a member.


b.  John is probably referring to the letter we know as First John.  However, we have no indication from what John says here that this is the case.  There could have been another letter written that is not a part of the canon of Scripture, but the phrase “to the church” seems to be more universal than local.


c.  Apparently John’s first epistle was intended as a circular or universal letter to all the churches to which he ministered.  First John certainly is universal in nature and was definitely written by John for the edification of every believer who would read it.


d.  John knew 1 John was authoritative as Scripture when he wrote it, and recognizes it as such here.


e.  Now we see the purpose of John’s emissaries.  They were entrusted with the mission of delivering this authoritative letter (First John) to all the churches of Asia Minor and probably beyond.


f.  John’s representatives were delivering hand written copies of his letter, and perhaps even more copies of his gospel to all the established Christian congregations as well as to all the new churches that had formed in the last few years.


g.  When John’s representatives reached the city and local church of which Gaius and Diotrephes were members, something strange happened.  Diotrephes, who apparently was the pastor of the local church, did not accept the authority of John’s letter, and therefore, refused to receive John’s representatives into his home or welcome them into the church.  On the other hand, Gaius did.


h.  Therefore, we can put together another piece of the picture of why John writes this letter (Third John).  John is reassuring Gaius, a mature believer, that he did the right thing by welcoming into his home the representatives of John, whom Diotrephes the leader of the local church did not.

2.  “but because he loves to be first in authority over them,”

a.  Now John states the real problem.  There was a man in the local church with Gaius, who was the problem.  The man’s name was Diotrephes.  He is arrogant, full of himself, and loves to be in charge of other people.


b.  John describes him as someone who loves to be first in authority over others.  This means that the man seeks to be a leader, and therefore, sets himself up as the authority in the local church.


c.  It is doubtful that Diotrephes had the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher [it is unlikely that the Holy Spirit would give the gift of pastor-teacher to a person with a sin nature trend of wanting to lord it over others], but that doesn’t matter to an arrogant, power hungry sin nature.  The arrogant sin nature just wants to be in charge and tell everyone else what to do.


d.  Diotrephes had the problem of power lust.  He desperately wants to be in control of others.  He cannot stand having others tell him what to do.  This is why he rejects the authority of John’s letter and John’s representatives.  Arrogance cannot stand to be told what to do.  Arrogance despises authority and rebels against it.  Arrogance rejects authority regardless of the form in which it is found: whether people, rules, laws, regulations, commonly accepted behavior, or simple peer pressure.


e.  Arrogance seeks to establish itself in authority without having to go through the proper steps and procedures to have one’s authority recognized, such as: being appointed by someone else, being elected by others, proving one’s self as a leader, etc.


f.  Diotrephes was interested in teaching the word of God, so that others would recognize his leadership and authority and give him the approbation he desired.  He just took over and appointed himself as the real authority in the local church.  Deacons sometimes do this, considering themselves “the real power behind the throne” and try to rule the church in place of the pastor.  That may have been the situation here, but it seems more likely from John’s words that Diotrephes was actually the pastor and his power and authority had just ‘gone to his head’.

3.  “Diotrephes did not welcome us [recognize our authority].”

a.  John finally openly states the problem.  Notice that John names this believer and makes his rejection of authority and rebellion against God a permanent record of Scripture.  You have to be really bad for God to do this to you.


b.  Diotrephes was in Christian degeneracy, locked in blind arrogance, and was in total reversionism to the plan, will, and purpose of God for his life.


c.  Diotrephes has completely rejected John’s representatives, and therefore, John.  Diotrephes has completely rejected John, and therefore, the word of God sent by John.  Diotrephes has completely rejected the word of God, and therefore, the love of God.


d.  Diotrephes is in serious trouble spiritually, and this is John’s final warning to him in writing.


e.  Diotrephes did not welcome or receive the representatives of John, who were carrying the message of the apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ to the church over which Diotrephes had authority.  Therefore, Diotrephes rejected John himself, which is why John says: ‘he did not welcome us.’  The ‘us’ includes God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, John, and John’s representative.  Diotrephes did not welcome the Lord Jesus Christ’s personal representative—the apostle John.


f.  Arrogance makes you really stupid.  The act of not welcoming John’s representative(s) is an act of rejecting the authority of John as well as the letter he wrote to the church, which was inspired by the Holy Spirit.


g.  Diotrephes has completely rejected the authority of God at this point and probably doesn’t not even recognize what deep spiritual trouble he is in.  When we go negative to the teaching of the word of God through either rejection or apathy we follow in the pattern of Diotrephes.


h.  Rejection of God’s representatives—those who bring you the word of God—is tantamount to rejection of God.  No believer rejects God without severe divine discipline.
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