3 John 4



- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular comparative form of the adjective MEGAS, meaning “greater.”  Then we have the ablative of comparison from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “than these things.”  This is followed by the absolute negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” with the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “I have.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which states the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that John produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHARA, meaning “happiness.”

“I have no greater happiness than these things,”

 - is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HINA, used “to take the place of the explanatory infinitive after a demonstrative.  This is a favorite usage in John: 6:29, 39, 50; 15:13; 17:3; 3 Jn 4; 1 Jn 3:11, 23; 4:21; 5:3; 2 Jn 6a.”
  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the first person singular present active subjunctive from the verb AKOUW, which means “I hear.”


The present tense is an iterative present, which describes what consistently and continually takes place at various times in John’s life.


The active voice indicates that John produces the action of hearing good reports about positive volition from time to time.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and first person neuter plural adjective EMOS, meaning “my” and noun TEKNON, meaning “children” used here in the sense of students of the word of God.  Also with this we have the accusative neuter plural present active participle from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk” referring to living the spiritual life.


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that the spiritual children/students of John are producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This accusative direct object also introduces indirect discourse after the verb “to hear,” which allows us in English to add the word “that” to introduce the indirect discourse.  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “in truth” and refers to the content of God’s truth or Bible doctrine.

“that I keep hearing that my children [congregation] keep on walking in truth.”

3 John 4 corrected translation
“I have no greater happiness than these things, that I keep hearing that my children [congregation] keep on walking in truth.”
Explanation:
1.  “I have no greater happiness than these things,”

a.  Having introduced the subject of his happiness in the previous statement, John now elaborates by telling Gaius (and us) what gives him the greatest happiness in life.


b.  Notice what it is not:



(1)  The personal love of another human being.



(2)  Wealth, money, riches, land, property.



(3)  Influence, power.



(4)  Appreciation, approbation, or admiration of others.



(5)  Success.



(6)  Security.



(7)  Good health.



(8)  Escrow blessings for time.


c.  All the things of this world both good and bad, moral and immoral, right or wrong cannot bring the greatest happiness to the man with the spiritual gift of communication.


d.  His greatest happiness only comes from one thing—the positive volition of those he teaches.  Why?  Because the successful fulfillment of the plan of God for his congregation depends upon their positive volition to his teaching.


e.  The function of his spiritual gift does not depend upon the positive volition of those he teaches (look at Moses dealing with the negative volition of millions of Jews).  However, positive volition of a communicator’s hearers is a great encouragement to him.


f.  Without the positive volition of others, the pastor, missionary, or evangelist will not receive the necessary support to continue to use his spiritual gift.


g.  The positive volition of each and every member of a pastor’s congregation is a source of encouragement, motivation, and blessing to him.

2.  “that I keep hearing that my children [congregation] keep on walking in truth [doctrine].”

a.  Now John describes what ‘these things’ are, which give him the greatest happiness—that members of his congregation(s) keep on living the spiritual life based upon the Bible doctrine in their soul.


b.  John receives periodic reports from his emissaries, which he sends out as a function of his spiritual gift of apostleship, because of his care of all the churches, 2 Cor 11:28.


c.  John also receives periodic reports from people from the various churches who visit him.


d.  John’s children are not literal children, but his spiritual children; that is, those to whom he has been teaching the word of God in Asia Minor since the deaths of Paul and Peter, who worked there before him.


e.  John describes these believers as walking in truth.  The only real truth in this universe is the truth of the word of God or God’s Truth or the teaching of Bible doctrine.


f.  Walking is constantly used as a metaphor for living the spiritual life.  Walking in the truth is living your spiritual life based upon the teachings of the word of God.



(1)  Rom 8:4, “in order that the legal requirement of the Law might be fulfilled by us, who keep walking, not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”



(2)  1 Cor 3:3, “For you are still carnal.  For since there is rivalry and strife among you, are you not carnal ones, in fact walking in the same manner as mankind?”



(3)  1 Cor 7:17, “But to each one as the Lord has assigned, as God has called each person, he must keep on walking in this manner.  Indeed I command in this manner in all the churches.”



(4)  2 Cor 4:2, “Rather we have renounced the secret things of dishonor, not walking in craftiness nor falsifying the word of God, but by means of the open proclamation of the truth, presenting ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.”



(5)  2 Cor 5:7, “For we keep on walking by means of doctrine, not by means of what is seen.”



(6)  2 Cor 10:2-3, “Now I ask that I might not be bold while present with the confidence by means of which I am proposing to show courage against some, who look upon us as though we are walking according to the flesh.  For although we walk in the flesh [live with a sin nature], we do not fight as a soldier in the manner of the flesh.”



(7)  Gal 5:16, “But I keep on declaring, ‘Keep on walking in the sphere of the Spirit and you will never carry out the lust of the flesh.’”



(8)  Eph 5:2, “And begin walking in the sphere of virtue-love, just as Christ also loved you and delivered Himself over as a substitute for us, an offering and sacrifice to God resulting in an aroma of fragrance.”



(9)  Eph 5:8, “For you were once in the status of darkness [spiritual death], but now you are light in the Lord.  Begin walking as children of light.”



(10)  Phil 3:17-18, “Brethren, be co-imitators of me, and be looking for those who continue walking as follows: just as you have us as a pattern.  For many keep walking, concerning whom I have told you many times, and now I continue telling even with weeping,—the enemies of the cross of Christ,”



(11)  Col 2:6-7, “Therefore, as you accepted Christ Jesus, the Lord, keep walking in Him, being firmly rooted in and built upon Him; that is, being established by means of doctrine, just as you have been taught and overflow with thanksgiving.”



(12)  Col 4:5, “Keep on walking with wisdom toward those outside, purchasing the time.”



(13)  1 Thes 4:1, “Finally, therefore, brethren, we ask you and exhort you because of the Lord Jesus that just as you received from us how it is necessary for you to walk and to please God even as also you are walking, that you might excel even more.”



(14)  2 Thes 3:11, “For we hear that certain ones are walking among you in laziness, doing nothing but being useless gossips.”



(15)  1 Jn 1:6-7, “If we say [to others or think to ourselves] that we have fellowship with Him and yet keep on walking in darkness [the cosmic system], we are lying and are not practicing the truth.  But if we keep walking in the light [function in the spiritual life] as He is in the light, we keep on having fellowship with each other, because the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.”



(16)  1 Jn 2:6, “The one who maintains that he continues to remain in Him [Christ] must also himself keep walking just as He walked.”



(17)  2 Jn 1:4, “I was very pleased because I discovered [some] of your children walking in the truth, just as we have received a command from the Father.”


g.  Therefore, John’s greatest happiness comes from hearing that those whom he has taught the word of God over the years are positive to his teaching and exhibit this by living the spiritual life he has taught them.


h.  The execution of the spiritual life by believers brings maximum glorification to God and fantastic testimony against Satan in his appeal trial.  And for the pastor-teacher (as for the apostle) seeing, hearing, and knowing that the people he teaches are glorifying God and defeating Satan on a daily basis there is nothing better in life.  This is what his life is all about.
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