Introduction to Second Timothy

A.  Authenticity.


1.  External Evidence.



a.  Many traces of these Epistles are in the early Apostolic Fathers.




(1)  Clement of Rome and Ignatius knew the Epistle.



(2)  Polycarp showed acquaintance with the Epistle.




(3)  Justin Martyr knew and esteemed these letters.



(4)  Theophilus took for granted that they came from the divine Word.



(5)  Ireneus’s testimony is indisputable.  By his time (200) the authority of these epistles was unchallenged.




(6)  The Muratorian Fragment shows that the church of Rome highly esteemed them.



b.  Only Marcion (according to Tertullian) rejected them because certain parts of the Pastorals would have been against Marcion’s presupposition that anything stated against the Old Testament was not part of the Canon.

2.  Internal Evidence.



a.  The Epistle claims in verse one to be written by the apostle Paul, in a manner completely in harmony with the claims of the other Pauline letters.


b.  The epistle has the first-person singular used quite naturally and reflects a personal acquaintance of the author with the person addressed (2 Tim 1:3ff; 2:9; 3:10ff; 4:1, 6).  The presence of other pronounced personal allusions (2 Tim 1:2; 2:10; 4:7) in a manner typical of Paul adds considerable support to the self-claims of the salutation.
B.  Date

1.  The last year of the apostle’s life, i.e., after his release from his first Roman imprisonment and during his second Roman imprisonment.  2 Timothy clearly dates from Paul’s final imprisonment, when death appears to have been imminent.


2.  From Paul’s death in 68 AD, we can date these epistles between 67-68 AD.  Most likely prior to 9 June 68, when Nero committed suicide.
C.  Purpose

1.  2 Timothy is in effect Paul’s farewell letter.  It is obvious that he expected his end very soon.  He thought of his course as already finished and longed to see Timothy again, although he was apparently uncertain that he could.

2.  To exhort and encourage Timothy to continue to fulfill his spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, to exercise courage in the work to which he had been called, to keep on teaching doctrine, to train new pastors, and to watch out for those who will reject the Word of God.


3.  The apostle added several personal reminiscences and testimonies that he clearly intended as a spur to the younger man. The many personal allusions in this letter reveal much of the apostle’s character; chapter 4 particularly shows his frame of mind as he faced martyrdom.
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