2 Timothy 3:9



- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” with the absolute negative OU, meaning “not.”  With this we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb PROKOPTW, which means “to progress, advance in what is good or in what is bad in something Lk 2:52; Gal 1:14; 2 Tim 2:16, 3:13.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.

The active voice indicates that the false teachers and evangelists of evil will produce the action of making no further progress or advancing in Satan’s plan.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the adverbial accusative of measure from the neuter singular adjective POLUS, used as a substantive and meaning “to a greater extent, further, even more.”
“But they will not progress further,”
- is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “because.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ANOIA, which means “the characteristic of one who is without understanding: folly; generally of human ignorance.”
  It means “the state of being devoid of understanding—’to lack understanding, absence of understanding.’ ‘their lack of understanding will be evident to everyone’.  It does not imply that people are incapable of understanding, but that they evidently are unwilling to understand.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective EKDĒLOS, which means “easily known, very evident, quite obvious, quite evident, or plain.”  This is followed by the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, means “to be: it will be.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will certainly take place.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the lack of understanding producing the action of being quite obvious and evident to others.”

The indicative mood is a declarative indicative, which presents the action as a fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the masculine plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive and meaning “to all” and referring to all believers with doctrine in the soul.
“because their lack of understanding will be very evident to all,”
- is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” with the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and the ellipsis or deliberate omission of the feminine singular noun ANOIA, meaning “[the lack of understanding].”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural remote demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, which means “of those” and refers to Jannes and Jambres, who were mentioned in the previous statement.  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist deponent indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; and is used with an adjective (here the ellipsis of the previous adjective EKDĒLON=quite evident’ to paraphrase the passive voice.  This construction is seen in: become tender Mt 24:32; Mk 13:28; become known Mk 6:14; Acts 1:19; 9:42; 19:17; 1 Cor 3:13; 14:25; Phil 1:13.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which gathers the action of becoming quite evident into a whole and stating it as a past, historical fact.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the lack of understanding of Jannes and Jambres becoming quite evident to all the believers amongst the Jews in Egypt prior to the exodus.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of historical fact.
“as also [the lack of understanding] of those [two (Jannes and Jambres)] became [quite evident].”
2 Tim 3:9 corrected translation
“But they will not progress further, because their lack of understanding will be very evident to all, as also [the lack of understanding] of those [two (Jannes and Jambres)] became [quite evident].”
Explanation:
1.  “But they will not progress further,”

a.  The subject “they” of this sentence refers to the false teachers described in the previous verse as “these oppose the truth, men of corrupted thinking, disqualified ones with regard to doctrine.”

b.  They will oppose the truth, but they will not progress any further in their opposition to the truth.

c.  They will have corrupt thinking, but they will not progress any further in their corrupt thinking.  They have already sunk as low as they can get.


d.  They will be disqualified with regard to doctrine, but they will make no further progress in their disqualification.  They are as disqualified as they can get.


e.  Paul’s point here is that these evangelists of evil are as low as they can get, as evil as they can become, as degenerate as they can get.  They cannot get any worse than they already are.


f.  These false teachers will make progress in evangelizing others for evil and motivating others to reject the word of God, but they will only progress so far.  At a certain point, their rejection of God and rejection of the word of God will become evident to all believers with doctrine in their soul.  That is when their progress will stop.

g.  They will be successful in teaching false doctrine, but only up to a certain point, when their true attitude toward the word of God will become evident to all who are positive to doctrine.


h.  Those who are locked into negative volition to Bible doctrine will never see the truth of how false these teachers are.  Nothing will become evident to them.  They will continue to believe the human viewpoint academic speculation as true, no matter what.
2.  “because their lack of understanding will be very evident to all,”

a.  Paul now gives us the reason why these false teachers will not make further progress in their evangelism of evil.  Believers with doctrine in their soul will begin to recognize their false doctrine and evil.

b.  False teachers have a lack of understanding about God, the purpose and reason for human history, the progress of the angelic conflict, and the place and role of the believer in God’s plan for the ages.

c.  The more false teachers teach the more evident becomes their lack of understanding of God, the Scriptures, the angelic conflict, and the importance of the work of Christ in God’s plan.


d.  As the end of the Church Age nears, the difference between true and false doctrine will become more and more evident.

e.  People will get to make an obvious choice between the true and the false, between human academic speculation (such as evolution) and what the word of God says (creation).


f.  Those who reject the word of God will be very obvious at the end of the Church Age.  Those who accept the word of God will be very obvious.  Those who teach doctrine accurately and those who do not will also become quite evident to all believers, who are positive to doctrine.

g.  False teachers and evangelists of evil definitely have a lack of understanding regarding the truth of what life is really all about, what is going on in history, why we are here, and what God expects of us.



(1)  They teach that we are here to make sacrifices for God, ignoring the fact that God has already made the greatest of all sacrifices for us.



(2)  They teach that we are here to do great things for God, ignoring the fact that God has already done the greatest things for anyone who believes in Christ.



(3)  They teach all the human solutions to the problems of life and completely ignore God’s solutions to the problems man creates in life.


h.  Paul gave an excellent description of these false teachers in Rom 1:18-32.
Rom 1:18 “Therefore the anger (judgment) of God is being revealed from heaven on all rejection of God and wrongdoing (unrighteousness, wickedness, and injustice) of men, who suppress the truth by means of wrongdoing (unrighteousness, wickedness, and injustice).”
Rom 1:19 “Because what is capable of being known about God is evident (plainly visible) among them; for God has revealed [it] to them.”
Rom 1:20 “For His invisible attributes from the creation of the universe are perceived clearly, being understood by the things He has created, both His eternal power and divine nature, so that they are without excuse.”
Rom 1:21 “Because although they knew God (Jesus Christ), they did not honor Him as God, nor did they feel obligated to thank Him.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart (the right lobe of the soul) received darkness.”
Rom 1:22 “Although claiming to be wise, they became fools.”
Rom 1:23 “In fact they exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image of the form of perishable man and birds and quadrupeds and reptiles.”
Rom 1:24 “Therefore God delivered them over because of the desires of their right lobes to sexual degeneracy, that their bodies might be dishonored (degraded) among them.”
Rom 1:25 “Who indeed exchanged the truth from God (the gospel) for a lie; they both worshipped and served the creature [Satan] rather than the Creator [Jesus Christ], who is praised forever.  It is certain.”
Rom 1:26 “Because of this, God delivered them over to dishonorable sexual passions.  For example, even their women exchanged the natural function of sexual relations for that which is contrary to nature.”
Rom 1:27 “And likewise also the males, after abandoning natural sexual relations with the female, were inflamed in sexual desire toward one another, males with males accomplishing shameless, indecent behavior and receiving in themselves the penalty which was necessary because of their perversion.”
Rom 1:28 “Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to have God in full knowledge, God delivered them over to a degenerate pattern of thinking to do what is not proper,”
Rom 1:29 “being filled with all wrongdoing, wickedness, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife [enjoy causing trouble], deceit, malice, gossipers,”
Rom 1:30 “slanderers, haters of God, insolent (rude and disrespectful), arrogant, braggarts, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,”
Rom 1:31 “without understanding, not keeping their promises, without natural affection, unmerciful;”
Rom 1:32 “who certainly, although knowing exactly the requirement of God that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only continue to do these very things, but also approve of those who continue practicing [these things].”
3.  “as also [the lack of understanding] of those [two (Jannes and Jambres)] became [quite evident].”

a.  Finally, Paul compares the lack of understanding of the evangelists of evil at the end of the Church Age with the lack of understanding of those false teachers, Jannes and Jambres, he previously mentioned.

b.  Just as the lack of understanding of these two false teachers of Satan became quite evident to everyone in Egypt and every believer in the rest of the world who heard what happened, so also the lack of understanding of the evangelists of Satan will become quite evident to everyone at the end of the Church Age.

c.  History will repeat itself.  What was evident in the past will become evident again.  The lack of understanding of false teachers and their followers in the past repeats itself again and again in human history.


d.  False teachers are masters of human academic learning, yet they learn nothing from history, for they make the same mistakes as the false teachers who have gone before them.


e.  Human error and human arrogance is blind to its own flaws.  Arrogance and evil is blind to its own arrogance and evil.  False teachers never realize or accept that they are false.


f.  The two sorcerers who opposed Moses never believed for a moment that Moses was right and they were wrong.  They were not about to give up their positions of influence and power over Pharaoh.  The same conditions will exist at the end of the Church Age with the evangelists of evil, who invade local churches and take control of many congregations.

g.  Eventually those who love the word of God will see them for what they really are and leave the church.  Those who are negative to the word of God will stay and continue to be deceived and led astray by religion, just as Pharaoh continued to be led astray by the religion of Jannes and Jambres.
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