2 Timothy 3:1



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now then, Moreover, And.”  It is used to transition the reader’s thought from one line of thinking to another line of thinking.  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and referring to what follows in the context.  Then we have the second person singular present active imperative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know” in the sense: “to grasp the significance or meaning of something, translated: understand, comprehend.”


The present tense is a descriptive and customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur right now.

The active voice indicates that Paul expects Timothy and any pastor-teacher to produce the action of knowing, understanding, and comprehending the significance of what the historical trends of the Church Age are.

The imperative mood is a command.
“Now then, comprehend this,”
- is the appositional use of the conjunction HOTI.  “Not infrequently a HOTI clause stands in apposition to a noun, pronoun, or other substantive.  When it does so, the translation of HOTI as namely, that should make good sense (although that will also work).  This usage is normally in apposition to the demonstrative TOUTO in such expressions as “I say this to you, namely, that …” and the like.  As such, the pronoun is kataphoric or proleptic, in that its content is revealed by what follows rather than by what precedes.”
  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine plural adjective ESCHATOS, which means “last” as the final item in a series of events.  With this we have the feminine plural noun HĒMERA, which means “days” and is used for “an extended period, meaning: times.”  Eph 6:13; 2 Cor 6:2; at that time Mk 2:20b; Jn 14:20; 16:23, 26.  It is used chiefly in the plural: corrupt times Eph 5:16; happy times 1 Pet 3:10; at the present time Acts 2:17; 2 Tim 3:1; Jam 5:3; 2 Pet 3:3.”

“namely, that in the last days”
- is the third person plural future middle indicative from the verb ENISTĒMI, which means: “to be about to occur, with connotation of threatening, be imminent, be impending ‘the impending distress’ 1 Cor 7:26.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms that an action will take place or that a state will be.


The middle voice is an indirect or dynamic middle, which emphasizes the subject (“hard times”) producing the action of being imminent.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and doctrine.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun KAIROS, meaning “times” and referring to a point or period of time, plus the adjective CHALEPOS, meaning “being troublesome, hard, difficult ‘hard times, times of stress’ 2 Tim 3:1.  Of persons: hard to deal with, violent, dangerous Mt 8:28.  As a substantive it means (that which is) evil; grievous.”

“hard times will be imminent.”
2 Tim 3:1 corrected translation
“Now then, comprehend this, namely, that in the last days hard times will be imminent.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now then, comprehend this,”

a.  Paul now transitions to a new line of thought.

b.  He emphasizes that this line of thought is something any man with a spiritual communication gift must not only understand, but completely and thoroughly comprehend its importance and significance.


(1)  Comprehension requires the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.  1 Cor 2:12-14, “Now we have not received the spirit of this world [cosmic thinking] from God [the Holy Spirit], but the [human] spirit, in order that we might understand the things which have been graciously given to us by God [the Father], which things we are also communicating, not by means of the teaching from human wisdom, but by means of the teaching from the Spirit by explaining [comparing, combining, interpreting] spiritual things to the spiritual ones.  But the soulish man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and so he is not able to understand, because they are spiritually examined.”


(2)  Comprehension, therefore, requires the filling of the Holy Spirit, which is required for the teaching ministry of the Spirit to function.



(3)  Comprehension also requires concentration on the part of the believer.  No one learns who does not concentrate on what is being said or taught.  It is impossible to learn anything when your mind wanders off and is thinking about other things.



(4)  Comprehension requires repetition, for it is repetition of the same thoughts that create memory pathways in the brain.  Memory is a function of repetition as much as it is motivation.

c.  The important point that must be understood thoroughly is what Paul is about to say in this context.

2.  “namely, that in the last days”

a.  Now Paul begins his dissertation on exactly what pastors must comprehend.  Pastors must thoroughly understand the events of the future, especially as they relate to the Church Age and the part the Church plays in future events.


b.  Paul begins his description by referring to a period of time in the future called “the last days.”  Therefore, we must understand how this phrase is used in Scripture to ensure we know to what period of time Paul is referring.


(1)  ‘The last day’ is used for the last day of the Great Tribulation, when our Lord returns at His Second Advent and separates the wheat from the tares by providing resurrection for all Old Testament believers and the baptism of fire to all unbelievers on the earth.



(a)  Jn 6:39-40, “This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.  For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”  Our Lord is talking to Jews during His incarnation about what they should expect in the future.  The Church Age was a mystery not revealed to them, and therefore, the Church Age believer is not involved in this description.  Our Lord’s reference here is to the resurrection of all Jewish believers and Gentile believers of the Old Testament at His Second Advent, prior to His millennial reign.



(b)  Jn 6:44, “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.”  This ‘last day’ refers to the last day of the Great Tribulation, the day of the Second Advent of our Lord.  Again all believers of the age of the Gentiles (from Adam to Moses), the age of Israel (from Moses until Pentecost), and the believers of the Tribulation are in view here.



(c)  Jn 6:54, “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”  The ‘last day’ refers to the same day previously mentioned in this context—the Second Advent.



(d)  Jn 11:24, “Martha said to Him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’”  Because of the previous mention of ‘the last day’ in chapter six, the same ‘last day’ has to be in view here in the statement of Martha to our Lord as understood by John the apostle who was a witness to both our Lord’s comments and Martha’s comments.



(e)  Jn 12:48, “He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.”  The person rejecting Christ is obviously the Jewish and Gentile unbelievers of the Tribulation, who are judged by their own rejection of our Lord’s offer of eternal salvation.  This is the judgment of the baptism of fire.



(f)  This day is also called the “great and awesome day of the Lord” in:





i.  Joel 2:31, “The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.”  These are tribulational events mentioned in Rev 6:12.





ii.  Mal 4:5, “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord.”




iii.  Acts 2:20, “The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come.”



(g)  The Second Advent is also called “the Day of the Lord” by Paul in 2 Thes 2:2, “that you be not quickly shaken by your mind nor be alarmed neither because of a spirit nor because of something said nor because of a letter as though through us that the day of the Lord has come.”


(2)  The “last day” must be distinguished from “the last days” mentioned in Acts 2:17, “‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, ‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.”  This quote, which is taken from Joel 2:28 is a reference to the millennial reign of Christ.  Joel 2:1 speaks of “the day of the Lord” as coming, which is a reference to the Second Advent of Christ.  Then in Joel 2:28 it says “And it will come to pass after this”, that is, after the Second Advent of Christ that God will pour forth His Spirit on all mankind, that is, on all believers who go into the millennial kingdom of our Lord.


(3)  In 1 Pet 1:5, “the last time” refers to the time of the Lord’s Second Advent; “who are guarded by the power of God through faith resulting in a deliverance [which is] ready to be revealed in the last time.”


(4)  In Jam 5:3, the phrase “in the last days” refers to the present period of human history or dispensation of God’s administration of human history.  Therefore, in contrast to the events of the last day of the Jewish Age in the Tribulation we have “the last days” referring to the Church Age.  For what was written then (prior to A.D. 70) “It is the last days” is also true now 1933 years later “It is the last days.”  The coming of the Lord mentioned in verse 7 is a reference to the Rapture of the Church.  Therefore, the “last days” here is a reference to the entire period of the Church Age, however long that may be.
Jam 5:1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you.

Jam 5:2 Your riches have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten.

Jam 5:3 Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire.  It is in the last days that you have stored up your treasure.
Jam 5:4 Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against you and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.

Jam 5:5 You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.

Jam 5:6 You have condemned and put to death the righteous man he does not resist you.

Jam 5:7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains.

Jam 5:8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.



(5)  The phrase “in these last days” used in Heb 1:2 also refers to the Church Age, Heb 1:1-2, “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.”


(6)  The plural phrase “in the last times” in 1 Pet 1:20 also refers to the present dispensation of the Church Age, “on the one hand having been known before the creation of the world, but on the other hand having been revealed in the last times though all of you.”


(7)  In 1 Jn 2:18, “the last hour” and, in Jude 18, “the last time” signify the present Church age previous to the Second Advent.  1 Jn 2:18, “Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.”  Jude 1:18, “that they were saying to you, ‘In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts.’”

c.  Therefore, it appears that the single “last day” is used for the Second Advent of Christ, while the plural “last days” is used for the present period of the Church Age prior to the Second Advent of Christ.


d.  Thus we can conclude that in our verse “the last days” refers to the close of the present dispensation of period of human history, which we call the Church Age.
3.  “hard times will be imminent.”

a.  Paul makes a statement in the introduction of his letter to the Galatians that Church Age believers “will be delivered from this present evil age.”  Gal 1:3, “Grace [is] yours and prosperity from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself up as a substitute for our sins, in order that He might deliver us from this present evil age according to the will of God, even our Father, to Whom [Jesus Christ] belongs glory throughout eternity.  I believe it.”

b.  Hard times and persecution is one of the trends of history during the Church Age as described by the apostle John in Rev 2:9-10, “I know all about your pressure including the destitution [poverty], but you are rich, also I know the slander from those who allege that they themselves are Jews and they are not, but they are a congregation of Satan.  Do not fear what you are about to suffer.  Note the devil is about to cast some of you into prison in order that you may be tested, and you will have special persecution ten times.  Keep on becoming faithful until death, and I will give to you a crown of life.”

c.  Paul recognized the exact same thing that John prophesied; that is, that there would periodically be periods of persecution for Church Age believers.

d.  There are many believers, scholars, theologians, and pastors, who just don’t believe the Scripture says this.  They believe that the Church will go through the Tribulation.


e.  The fact there is the presence of evil on the earth to the end of the Church Age and Tribulation is seen in the parable of the Wheat and the Tares, Mt 13:24–30, 36–43.

f.  Evil will be strong in the last days, and this will be state of affairs right up to the time that Christ comes, 2 Pet 3:3–10, “understanding (perceiving, realizing) this most importantly that mockers will come in the last days with ridicule, conducting themselves [living, following] on the basis of their own lusts and will say, `Where is the promise of His coming [second Advent]?  For since the fathers [Old Testament spiritual giants] all things remain in the same manner from the beginning of the creation.’  For while maintaining this, it escapes their notice that the heavens have continued to exist for a long time and the earth has continued because of water and through water by the word of God, through which [water] the world at that time was destroyed, by having been flooded with water.  But the present heavens and the earth by means of that same command are being reserved for fire, being preserved for the day of judgment and destruction of godless men.  But stop letting this one thing escape your notice, beloved, that one day in the judgment of the Lord [is] as a thousand years, and a thousand years [is] like one day.  The Lord of the promise is not hesitating, as some regard hesitation, but continues being patient with reference to you, because He is not willing that anyone should perish, but that all make room for a change of mind.  But the day of the Lord [Second Advent] will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the elements will be destroyed by burning, and the earth and the works in it [human good and evil] will be discovered.”

g.  The Bible also speaks of sufferings and difficulties in the last times.



(1)  Dan 12:1, “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.”


(2)  Mt 24:6–12, 21, “As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, ‘Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?’  And Jesus answered and said to them, ‘See to it that no one misleads you.  For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many.  You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars.  See that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end.  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes.  But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.  Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name.  At that time many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another.  Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many.  Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold.”
Mt 24:21, “For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will.”


(3)  Mk 13:3ff is the parallel passage to Mt 24.


(4)  1 Tim 4:1–3, “Now the Spirit explicitly says that in latter periods of time [Church Age and Tribulation] some [believers] will depart from doctrine, paying attention to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, by means of hypocrisy from the source of liars, who because they have branded with a branding iron their own conscience, forbidding marriage, commanding abstinence from certain foods [meat], which God [Jesus Christ] has created for the purpose of sharing with thanksgiving by the faithful ones [believers], that is, those who have full knowledge of the truth.”


(5)  Jude 1:17–19, “But you, beloved, remember the teachings which have been previously mentioned by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ that they kept on saying to you, `In the last time there will be mockers, living on the basis of their own desires of godlessness.’ These men are those who cause divisions, unspiritual men, not having the Spirit.”


(6)  Rev 7:14, “Consequently I said to him, “My lord, you know.”  Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great Tribulation, furthermore they have washed their robes [imputation of righteousness at faith in Christ] and they have made them [their interim bodies] white by means of the blood of the Lamb [First Advent].”

h.  These texts points clearly to a great Tribulation.  It is usually identified with the seventieth week of Daniel’s prophecy (Dan 9:24–27).  A “week” in this prophecy denotes a week of years, this gives seven years as the length of the Great Tribulation.

i.  Pre-millennialists are believers who believe that the Church receives its resurrection prior to the millennial reign of Christ.  There are two types of pre-millennialists: pre-tribulationalists and post tribulationalists.



(1)  Pre-tribulationists are pre-millennialists and believe that the church will not go through the Great Tribulation, for before it begins they will be caught up in the Rapture.  The Rapture is “secret” in that the world will know nothing of it; Christians will be caught up to meet the Lord, and unbelievers will know only that the believers are no longer on earth.  This view divides the Parousia into two phases: Christ’s coming for His saints at the Rapture and His coming for judgment at the end of the Great Tribulation.  Those who hold this view point out that the passages that deal with the tribulation contain no references to the Church and nothing to indicate that the Church will be involved in this terrible experience.  Neither the descriptions of what will happen nor the warnings to the Church in the Epistles instruct church members about how should they conduct themselves during those trying days or admonish them to beware of these days and be ready for their coming.


(2)  Pre-tribulationalists point to Rev 3:10: “Because you have kept my word of patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial which is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell upon the earth.”  They hold that the most likely meaning is that the Church will be kept out of the Great Tribulation.  Furthermore, they maintain that the Rapture does not fit easily with the events at what might be called the Second Coming proper.  The inference is that there are two events which, while connected, are not identical.


(3)  Pre-tribulationists sometimes also use an argument based on the NT teachings about the imminency of the coming.  If a whole series of events must precede the Parousia, then it is difficult to see how it is imminent.  But if the Rapture is the next great event to take place, then we may well speak of Christ’s coming as though it might happen at any moment.


j.  Paul’s point to Timothy here is that one of the historical trends of the Church Age is that the closer we get to the end of the Church Age the more difficulties, trials, tribulations, troubles; that is, hard times, believers will face.


k.  All communicators of doctrine must be prepared at all times for negative volition to doctrine, but this is even more true as the Rapture of the Church gets closer.  This can be seen in John’s message to the pastor of the church in Laodicea in Rev 3:15-18, “I know your accomplishments [modus operation and modus vivendi], that you are neither cold nor hot, would that you were cold or hot.  Therefore, because you are lukewarm, in fact neither hot nor cold, I am about to vomit you from My mouth [sin unto death].  Because you say, ‘I am rich, in fact I have become very wealthy, and I have need of nothing [flunking prosperity test],’ in fact you do not know that you are miserable [no capacity] and despicable [no happiness from prosperity] and impotent [spiritual poverty] and blind [no perception or application of Bible doctrine] and naked [no uniform of honor].  I counsel you to buy from Me gold [doctrine] refined by fire, in order that you may become rich, and wear white clothes [uniform of honor], that you may clothe yourselves, and that the shame of your disgraceful nakedness may not be revealed [Judgment Seat of Christ], and [to buy] collyrium [eyesalve] to rub in your eyes, in order that you may keep on seeing [application of historical trends].”

l.  Paul is speaking from personal experience.  One day he was freely evangelizing as a Roman citizen, having been acquitted from any wrongdoing for proclaiming the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the next day he is arrested for treason and facing certain death.  Hard times were certainly imminent in his case and he expects Timothy and other communicators of doctrine to be prepared for the same historical trends.

m.  The immanence of hard times that Paul faced was only expected to get worse, which it did during the period from 70 A. D. to 325 A. D. when the Church faced its greatest persecutions from the Roman Empire.


n.  The immanence of hard times will only get worse as the last days of the Church Age occur.  So this prophecy and warning by Paul had both a near and far fulfillment as is often the case in prophecy.

o.  The pastor-teacher must be aware of and prepared for unexpected personal attacks.  He is not to be caught off guard and distracted by these attacks, but must continue to focus on God’s purpose for his life—to study and teach the word of God regardless of what happens to him.  The same principle applies equally well to all believers who are growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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