2 Timothy 2:19



- is the particle MENTOI, which is mostly used in an adversative sense, meaning “though, to be sure, indeed; ‘though no one said’ Jn 4:27; 7:13; though not, indeed not 20:5; 21:4; ‘nevertheless the firm foundation stands’ 2 Tim 2:19; yet, despite that Jn 12:42; weakened to ‘but’ in Jude 8.”
  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article, the adjective STEREOS, meaning “firm, hard, solid, strong 2 Tim 2:19; Heb 5:12, 14; steadfast, firm 1 Pet 5:9.”
  Along with this adjective we have the noun THEMELIOS, which means “a foundation.”  This is followed by the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “from God.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to stand; stand firm in belief, stand firm 1 Cor 10:12; you stand firm because of your faith Rom 11:20; 2 Cor 1:24; one who stands firm in his heart 1 Cor 7:37; the foundation stands (unshaken) 2 Tim 2:19.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state resulting from a past action.  This emphasizes the fact that a thing is.


The active voice indicates that the solid foundation produces the action of standing firm and being unshaken.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“Nevertheless, the solid foundation from God stands fast,”
- is the appositional or explanatory nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which presents the action as a universal truth and a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that every Church Age believer produces the action of having something special.

The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun SPHRAGIS, which means “(1) the instrument used for sealing or stamping, signet Rev 7:2; (2) the substance which bears the imprint of a signet and seals a document, seal Rev 5:2, 5, 9 ; 6:1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 12 ; 8:1; (3) the impression made by a signet, mark Rev 9:4; God’s foundation that bears the following mark (= inscription ) 2 Tim 2:19; (4) that which confirms or authenticates, attestation, confirmation, certification: you are the certification of my apostleship 1 Cor 9:2; he (Abraham) received the sign of circumcision as something that confirms the righteousness through faith that was already present Rom 4:11.”
  With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and used as an adjective, modifying the word ‘seal’.
“having this seal,”
- is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to indicate that one does know, acknowledge, recognize as that which one is or claims to be something; I have never recognized you Mt 7:23; cf. Jn 1:10. Of God as subject recognize someone as belonging to God, choose, almost = elect 1 Cor 8:3; Gal 4:9.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the salvation of the believer in its entirety but emphasizes the existing results—the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ has recognized the Church Age believer as belonging to Himself.


The active voice indicates that the Lord has produced the action in the past at the point of our salvation, and this fact will always be true.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.”  The absence of the article emphasizes this Lord as special, unique, and above all other lords.  This is followed by the accusative masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: those who are.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, translated “those who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that Church Age believers produce the action of being what they are—Christ’s.

The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, which means “belonging to Him” or “His.”  Literally this says “those who are His” but means “those who belong to Him.”
“‘The Lord has acknowledged those who belong to Him,’”
 - is the connective or continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active imperative from the verb APHISTĒMI, which means “to go away, withdraw or abstain.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist which presents the action in its entirety and gathers the execution of the spiritual life into a single whole.

The active voice indicates that the Church Age believer produces the action.


The imperative mood is a command and in the third person should be translated by the word “must.”
Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular noun ADIKIA, which means “from unrighteousness, injustice, wrongdoing, wickedness.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all” or “everyone” plus the generic use of the articular present active participle from the verb ONOMAZW, which means “to pronounce a name or word, name a name, use a name/word; sexual vice … is not even to be mentioned among you (much less is it actually to be practiced) Eph 5:3; name the name of the Lord (almost=‘call on’) 2 Tim 2:19.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun “all who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a timeless, present action without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates the believer produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA, meaning “name” but used in the sense of “the person.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord” to indicate what person we are talking about.
“and ‘All who mention the person of the Lord must withdraw from unrighteousness.”
2 Tim 2:19 corrected translation
“Nevertheless, the solid foundation from God stands fast, having this seal, ‘The Lord has acknowledged those who belong to Him,’ and ‘All who mention the person of the Lord must withdraw from unrighteousness.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Nevertheless, the solid foundation from God stands fast,”

a.  In spite of the fact that some false teachers in Asia Minor are upsetting the doctrine of certain believers, the solid foundation from God stands fast, unshaken.

b.  The solid foundation of the spiritual life is the message of the gospel, our resultant faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and the spiritual life given to us at salvation.  Isa 28:16, “Therefore thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, a costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed.  He who believes in it will not be disturbed.’”


(1)  Rom 15:20, “In fact in the following manner I consider it an honor to proclaim the gospel: not where Christ has been mentioned, in order that I might not build on another’s foundation,”


(2)  1 Cor 3:9-11, “For we are God’s co-workers; you are God’s cultivated field, God’s building.  On the basis of the grace of God, which was given to me for my benefit, as a wise master builder I laid the foundation, and another is building.  But let each [believer] see to it that he builds upon [the foundation].  For no one is able to lay a foundation other than the laid one, who is Jesus Christ.”


(3)  Eph 2:19-20, “Now therefore, you Gentiles are no longer foreigners and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of God’s royal family.  And you have been constructed on the foundation by means of the apostles and prophets, and Christ Jesus Himself is the chief cornerstone.”

c.  The foundation for the teaching of the word of God is the local church, 1 Tim 3:15, “But if I delay, [I am writing,] in order that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which [house] keeps on being the assembly of the living God, the support and foundation of the truth.”

d.  The foundation for our escrow blessing for eternity is the divine good we produce in time.  1 Tim 6:17-19, “Regarding the rich in this present age, keep commanding [them] …to keep on doing good, to be rich in honorable deeds, to be generous, liberal, storing up for themselves an excellent (honorable, praiseworthy) foundation for the future, in order that they may take hold of the real life.”

e.  God the Father establishes us as mature believers by laying a foundation of Bible doctrine in our soul and the problem solving devices in our stream of consciousness.  1 Pet 5:10, “Then the God of all grace, who called all of you for the purpose of His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, after you have a little suffering, Himself will complete, establish, strengthen, lay your foundation.”

f.  Paul’s statement in our verse refers to the foundation we receive at salvation of regeneration, eternal life, and eternal security.

g.  This foundation is a gift from God, as also stated in Eph 2:8, “For you have been saved by grace [in the past with the result that you keep on being saved forever] through faith, and this [salvation] is not from yourselves; it is a gift from God.”

h.  The solid foundation is the forty things God does for us at the moment we believe in Christ.


i.  The forty things we receive from God at salvation stand fast.  They are irrevocable.  We cannot lose them, destroy them, change them, or prevent them from happening.  And neither can God.  Neither we nor God can prevent our eternal salvation from happening.  This is why Paul made this statement that our foundation is firm, secure, and holding fast.


j.  There is no earthquake that can destroy the foundation upon which our eternal life exists.  There is no natural, physical, moral, or spiritual disaster that can change the fact we are going to live forever with God in heaven in total happiness and blessing.

k.  There are two key doctrines of Scripture that come out of this verse:


(1)  The solid foundation refers to the forty things we receive at salvation.


(2)  The standing fast of that foundation is the doctrine of eternal security.
2.  “having this seal,”

a.  Our salvation and eternal security is sealed by God the Holy Spirit the moment we trust in Christ for eternal salvation.

b.  This is the sealing ministry of the God Holy, which is one of the seven things He does for us at the moment we believe in Christ.

c.  A seal was a guarantee that something was true, real, going to happen, etc.


d.  God the Holy Spirit puts His personal guarantee on our salvation and eternal life.  He personally guarantees that we will live with the Lord Jesus Christ in heaven forever.


e.  This is also a central doctrine of Scripture.

3.  “‘The Lord has acknowledged those who belong to Him,’”

a.  Paul now quotes from statements made by our Lord during His First Advent and not from any Scripture in the Old Testament.  Paul is not quoting from the gospel of John, because the gospel was not yet written, but Paul is saying something similar to what John would put in writing.  To know someone is equivalent to acknowledging them.


(1)  Jn 10:14, “I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me.”


(2)  Jn 10:16, “I have other sheep [Gentile believers], which are not of this fold [Jewish believers]; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice [the gospel]; and they will become one flock [royal family] with one shepherd.”


(3)  Jn 10:27, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”

b.  The Lord Jesus Christ has known every member of the human race who has ever believed in Him.

c.  The Lord Jesus Christ is eternal God.  As God He is omniscience.  He knew who would believe in Him in eternity past before any human being was ever created.


d.  Our Lord recognizes and acknowledges all those who trust in Him for eternal salvation.  This is stated by Paul in two passages in 1 Corinthians.



(1)  1 Cor 1:2, “to the church of God which is in Corinth, to those having been sanctified in Christ Jesus, to those appointed saints, together with all those who call upon the person of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, their [Lord] and ours.”


(2)  1 Cor 8:3, “But if anyone loves God, and he does, he has been recognized [acknowledged] by Him.”

e.  There are two great moments in our life when we are recognized and acknowledged [or known] by God.



(1)  The first is at the moment of salvation, when we believe in Christ.



(2)  The second is when we reach spiritual maturity.


f.  Both of these events are evidence in Satan’s appeal trial and have tremendous impact in the angelic conflict.


g.  The mature believer is recognized or acknowledged as such by God.



(1)  This is similar to a soldier being recognized for bravery after a battle or a title of royalty (such as “Knight,” “Lord,” “Earl,” etc.) being conferred on a person because of some great achievement.



(2)  Job was recognized in this manner by God, when He said to Satan, “Have you considered My Servant, Job?”  Job’s title of recognition was “My Servant.”


(3)  Abraham was recognized in this manner by God, when he was called the ‘Friend of God’,” Jam 2:23.



(4)  Moses was recognized in this manner through the title, “the Servant of God,” Deut 34:5; 1 Chr 6:49; 2 Chr 24:9; Dan 9:11



(5)  David was recognized in this manner, being called, “My servant David” by the Lord in His address to Nathan.



(6)  Our Lord was recognized in this manner, being called, “the King of kings, and Lord of lords, the Great Morning Star.”


(7)  All mature believers will be recognized in this manner at the evaluation throne of Christ, being given a new title, Rev 2:17, “He who has an ear, let him hear  what sort of thing the Spirit communicates to the churches.  To the winner, I will give to him [blessing] from the hidden manna [Bible doctrine] and I will give him a white pebble, furthermore, on the pebble he has a new name written, which no one knows except he who receives it.”

h.  Our greatest acknowledgment and recognition from the Lord will come at the Evaluation Throne of Christ, when we receive our eternal rewards and decorations.

4.  “and ‘All who mention the person of the Lord must withdraw from unrighteousness.”

a.  Paul adds a quote to back up his point that our salvation is sealed.

b.  This quote is taken from 1 Thes 5:22, “Avoid every form of evil.”  Paul doesn’t quote from the Old Testament but quotes from the New Testament, from the canon of Scripture; that is, from his own letter to the Thessalonians.

c.  The unbeliever is defined as an ADIKIA, that is, an evil-doer, an unrighteous and unjust person in Lk 13:27, “and He will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you are from; depart from Me, all you evildoers.’”

d.  Every person who believes in Christ is a person who has mentioned the person of the Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father as the person they are trusting in for eternal salvation.



(1)  When a person says in the privacy of their soul, “Father, I believe in Christ,” they have mentioned the person of the Lord.  



(2)  This is all that is required for eternal salvation.  God does not expect or need us to do anything else.  All the work was performed for us on the cross by the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is why eternal salvation is a gift from God and not of works lest any man should boast.


e.  Paul’s command here is that all believers must withdraw from wrongdoing, from unrighteousness, from evil, from wickedness; that is, from acting like they are still unbelievers.


f.  The ability of the believer to withdraw and abstain from unrighteousness is a sign of the sealing of his salvation.  How?  Why?  Because the unbeliever is unable in total depravity from abstaining from wrongdoing, from evil, from unrighteousness, and from wickedness.


g.  Only the believer has the ability to say “no” to the old sin nature.  The unbeliever is a slave to the sin nature.


h.  Therefore, every time you can say “no” to temptation and make it stick that is a sign to you that your salvation has been sealed forever.  For only the believer can say “no” to the lust pattern of the sin nature and make it stick.


i.  We are commanded to say “no” to unrighteousness, evil, wrongdoing, and wickedness to remind ourselves that we have been sealed until the day of our redemption.

j.  We are commanded to withdraw from the desires of the lust pattern of the sin nature, in order to remind ourselves that God the Holy Spirit has guaranteed our salvation.


k.  We must withdraw from evil, wickedness, sinfulness, and wrongdoing, that is, from Christian degeneracy and reversionism because these things contribute nothing but only distract from the execution of our spiritual life.


l.  God wants us to remind ourselves on a daily basis that we have eternal security, and we can do so by rejecting the temptation to sin.


m.  We must withdraw from unrighteousness in order to advance to spiritual maturity.


n.  We must withdraw from unrighteousness in order to testify for God and against Satan in the appeal trial of the angelic conflict.


o.  We must withdraw from unrighteousness in order to execute the spiritual life and glorify God.


p.  The foundation of our eternal salvation is our mention of the Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father as our Savior.  The guarantee or seal of the firmness of that foundation is the fact we can and do execute the command to withdraw and abstain from evil.


(1)  The command in 1 Thes 5:22, “Avoid every form of evil” is very straightforward with no room for discussion or debate.  God wants us to abstain from, avoid, and keep free of every form of evil.



(2)  The only question we must resolve is, “what is evil?”  What does the Scripture say about evil?

Gen 3:22, “Then the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing good and evil; and now, lest he stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever…”
Gen 6:5, “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”
Gen 39:9, “There is no one greater in this house than I, and he has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do this great evil, and sin against God?”
Num 14:27, “How long [shall I bear] with this evil congregation who are grumbling against Me? I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making against Me.”
Dt 4:25, “When you become the father of children and children’s children and have remained long in the land, and act corruptly, and make an idol in the form of anything, and do that which is evil in the sight of the Lord your God [so as] to provoke Him to anger,”
Dt 13:5, “But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the Lord your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the Lord your God commanded you to walk.  So you shall purge the evil from among you.”
Dt 17:12, “And the man who acts presumptuously by not listening to the priest who stands there to serve the Lord  your God, nor to the judge, that man shall die; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.”
Dt 22:22, “If a man is found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.”
Dt 24:7, “If a man is caught kidnapping any of his countrymen of the sons of Israel, and he deals with him violently, or sells him, then that thief shall die; so you shall purge the evil from among you.”
Dt 28:20, “The Lord will send upon you curses, confusion, and rebuke, in all you undertake to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly, on account of the evil of your deeds, because you have forsaken Me.”
Isa12:19, “Then all the people said to Samuel, ‘Pray for your servants to the Lord your God, so that we may not die, for we have added to all our sins [this] evil by asking for ourselves a king.’”
Isa 20:7, “If he says, ‘It is good,’ your servant [shall be] safe; but if he is very angry, know that he has decided on evil.”
1 Sam 25:3, “(now the man’s name was Nabal, and his wife’s name was Abigail.  And the woman was intelligent and beautiful in appearance, but the man was harsh and evil in [his] dealings, and he was a Calebite),”
2 Sam 11:27, “When the [time of] mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house and she became his wife; then she bore him a son.  But the thing that David had done was evil in the sight of the Lord.”
2 Sam 12:9, “Why have you despised the word of the Lord by doing evil in His sight?  You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the sons of Ammon.”
2 Kg 21:6, “And he made his son pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft and used divination, and dealt with mediums and spiritists.  He did much evil in the sight of the Lord provoking [Him to anger.]”
Est 8:3, “Then Esther spoke again to the king, fell at his feet, wept, and implored him to avert the evil [scheme] of Haman the Agagite and his plot which he had devised against the Jews.”
Ps 15:3, “He does not slander with his tongue, nor does evil to his neighbor, nor takes up a reproach against his friend;”
Ps 34:13, “Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit.”
Ps 37:27, Depart from evil, and do good, so you will abide forever.”
Prov 1:16, For their feet run to evil, and they hasten to shed blood.”
Prov 3:7, Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and turn away from evil.”
Prov 8:13, “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; pride and arrogance and the evil way, and the perverted mouth, I hate.”
Prov 28:22, “A man with an evil eye hastens after wealth, and does not know that want will come upon him.”
Eccl 2:21, “When there is a man who has labored with wisdom, knowledge and skill, then he gives his legacy to one who has not labored with them.  This too is vanity and a great evil.”
Eccl 5:13, “There is a grievous evil [which] I have seen under the sun: riches being hoarded by their owner to his hurt.”
Isa 5:20, “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; who substitute bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter.”
Isa 10:1, “Woe to those who enact evil statutes, and to those who constantly record unjust decisions,”
Micah 7:3, “Concerning evil, both hands do it well.  The prince asks, also the judge, for a bribe, and a great man speaks the desire of his soul; so they weave it together.”
Mt 12:39, “But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and [yet] no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet;’”
Mt 15:19, “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.”
Rom 7:21, “I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wishes to do good.”
Rom 12:17, “Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men.”
Rom 13:4, “for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who practices evil.”
1 Cor 14:20, “Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be babes, but in your thinking be mature.”
Phil 3:2, “Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false circumcision;”
Col 3:9, “Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its [evil] practices,”
1 Tim 6:10, “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang.”
Tit 1:12, “One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”
Heb 3:12, “Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God.”
Jam 3:8, “But no one can tame the tongue; [it is] a restless evil [and] full of deadly poison.”
Jam 3:16, “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.”
Jam 4:16, “But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.”
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