2 Timothy 1:18



- is the third person singular aorist active optative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which indicates an event that has not yet happened, but is so certain to happen it is depicted as though it had already happened.  Paul is asking for something in the future that he is certain will happen based upon his past experience.


The active voice indicates that God the Father will produce the action.


The optative mood is used to express a wish or a prayer, when found in the main clause of a sentence.  It is translated with the helping verb may.
Then we have the dative of indirect object from third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to Onesiphorus.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb EURISKW, which means “to find, discover; to attain a state or condition, find (for oneself), obtain Mt 10:39; 11:29; 16:25; Heb 4:16; 12:17; Acts 7:46; Lk 1:30; 2 Tim 1:18.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole all that Paul is requesting of the Lord on behalf of Onesiphorus by way of blessing.


The active voice indicates that God the Father will produce the action of granting to Onesiphorus to find or discover mercy.


The infinitive is used as an infinitive of indirect object, in which the infinitive explains or modifies the verb DIDWMI=to give.

This is followed by the accusative direct objective from the neuter singular noun ELEOS, which means “mercy.”
“May the Lord give to him to obtain mercy”
- is the preposition PARA plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “from the Lord” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun  EKEINOS, meaning “on that” and the article with the noun HĒMERA, meaning “day” and referring to the Day of the Lord, and specially a portion of that “day” called the Evaluation Throne of Christ. 

“from the Lord on that day.”
- is the emphatic use of KAI, meaning “In fact, Really, Indeed.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural correlative pronoun HOSOS, which “pertains to a comparative quantity or number of objects or events; how much (many), as much (many) as.”
  It is translated “how many times.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular proper noun EPHESOS, which is normally transliterated as “in Ephesus.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIAKONEW, which means “(1) to perform duties, render assistance, serve someone Mt 8:15, 27:55; Mk 1:31, 15:41; Lk 4:39; Mt 27:55; Jn 12:26; Acts 19:22; 1 Pet 4:10, 11; 2 Tim 1:18; (2) to meet an immediate need, help.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which gathers into a single whole all that Onesiphorus did for Paul, while Paul was in Ephesus.  This tells us that this friendship goes back many years, possibly as far back as Paul’s second missionary journey fifteen years previously, when Paul first came to Ephesus.  It certainly developed while Paul lived and taught there for three years, Acts 20:31.

The active voice indicates that Onesiphorus produced the action of helping and rendering assistance to Paul.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“In fact, how many times in Ephesus he rendered assistance,”
 - is the comparative adjective BELTIWN, used as an adverb of degree, meaning “better” and found here and Acts 10:28.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to Timothy.  Finally, we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is currently true and will continue to be true.


The active voice indicates that Timothy produces the action of knowing this to be true.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Literally this says “you know better,” which is perfect Greek, but for the sake of our understanding in English we add the other side of the comparison “[than I do].”
“you know better [than I do].”
2 Tim 1:18 corrected translation
“May the Lord give to him to obtain mercy from the Lord on that day.  In fact, how many times in Ephesus he rendered assistance, you know better [than I do].”
Explanation:
1.  “May the Lord give to him to obtain mercy”

a.  Paul finishes this section of his letter with another prayer to God the Father on behalf of Onesiphorus.

b.  One of the dying wishes of the Apostle was that God the Father would be gracious to this mature believer, who had supported him so diligently for the past fifteen years.  What do think the chances are that God the Father will answer this prayer?

c.  Paul asks for the same thing he asked for in verse 16, except that in verse 16 Paul asked for mercy and blessing on the family of Onesiphorus, who supported him, while he was busy supporting Paul.

d.  Now Paul asks specifically for mercy and blessing for Onesiphorus himself.


e.  Mercy and blessing is a gift from God.  It is something God gives to us.


f.  Mercy is not given to us because we earn or deserve it.  If we earned or deserved it, then it wouldn’t be called ‘mercy’.

g.  Mercy is something we don’t deserve.  It is blessing from God beyond anything we could possibly earn, deserve, merit, or work for.


h.  Mercy can be obtained by believers.  If this were not so, then Paul would not have prayed for it to be given.


i.  One of the great ministries believers have in the spiritual life is the ministry of praying for mercy and blessings for others.  Paul recognized this and took advantage of it for the advantage of other believers.

j.  Mature believers will always obtain mercy and blessing from God the Father.

2.  “from the Lord on that day.”

a.  Paul qualifies his request to God the Father by including who the agent of blessing will be—the Lord Jesus, and the time when that blessing and mercy will occur—at the evaluation throne of Christ.

b.  “We must all appear before the evaluation throne of Christ,” says Rom 14:10 and 2 Cor 5:10, “For it is necessary that we all must appear before the judicial bench of Christ, in order that each person might be rewarded for the things by means of the body in accordance with what he has done, whether good of intrinsic value or worthless [trivial, thoughtless, indifferent].”

c.  The day of the Lord is the period of human history that begins with the second advent of Christ and continues through His millennial reign.


(1)  1 Thes 5:1-4, “Now concerning the dispensations and the last times, brethren, you have no need to have anything written to you.  For you yourselves know accurately that the day of the Lord [the Second Advent] as a thief in the night in this manner it is coming.  Whenever they declare, `Peace and Security,’ then sudden destruction comes upon them, just like the labor pains to the one who is pregnant, and they absolutely never escape.  But you, brethren, are not in the sphere of darkness, so that the day overtakes you as a thief.”


(2)  The “day of the Lord” refers to divine judgment on unbelievers, Ezek 30:1-3.



(3)  The Day of the Lord includes the end of the Millennium, 2 Pet 3:10-13, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the elements will be destroyed by burning, and the earth and the works in it [human good and evil] will be discovered.  Since all these things are being destroyed in this way, what sort of person it is necessary to become in a dedicated to God lifestyle, that is, the spiritual life, while waiting with eager anticipation and striving for the coming of the day of God, because of which [day] the heavens will be destroyed by burning, that is, the elements will melt by being burned up.  But we eagerly anticipate the new heavens and the new earth on the basis of His promise, in which [heavens and earth] righteousness dwells.”


(4)  In 2 Thes 2:2, “the day of the Lord” refers to the Second Advent.  On the day of the Second Advent, there will be supernatural darkness for twenty-four hours over the entire face of the earth.  No light will be able to penetrate this darkness.  This darkness will immobilize the invading armies of the Armageddon campaign and frustrate the satanic plan to destroy Israel.




(a)  Zech 14:6-7, “And it will come to pass in that day that there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle.  For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light.” There is supernatural darkness during the day and the light of the Second Advent will occur in the evening.  Jewish believers will wait patiently, knowing that the Lord will return within a matter of hours and that they will not be overrun by the invading armies. 




(b)  Isa 5:30, “And He shall roar over it in that day like the roaring of the sea.  If one looks toward the land [Israel], there is darkness, distress, even the light is darkened.”  This darkness protects the Jewish army from annihilation.




(c)  Isa 13:9-10, “Behold, the day of the Lord is coming; cruel with fury and burning anger to make the land [Israel] a desolation.  And He will exterminate its sinners from it.  For the stars of the heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light.  The sun will be darkened when it rises; the moon will not reflect its light.”  Before the Second Advent there will be no starlight, sunlight, or moonlight.




(d)  Isa 60:2, “Behold, the darkness will cover the earth and the deep darkness the peoples [Gentiles armies invading Israel], but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear.”



(e)  The only light seen on that day is the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Rev 1:7, “Behold, He is coming with clouds and every eye shall see Him.”  Jesus Christ is the light of the world, and He will be the only light seen by the entire world.




(f)  Joel 2:12, “Blow the trumpets in Zion and sound an alarm in My holy mountain; let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord is coming; surely it is near; a day of darkness and gloom; a day of clouds and thick darkness.  As the dawn is spread over the mountains so there is a great and mighty people; there has never been anything like it, nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations.”  cf. Joel 2:10-11.  The royal family is following Christ and accompanies Him through this supernatural darkness.




(g)  Isa 30:26, “Then the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun; And the light of the sun will be seven times brighter than the light of the seven days [of the earth’s restoration Gen 1:2ff].  On that day, the Lord will bind up the fracture of His people and He will heal the bruise of His blow [the administration of the fifth cycle of discipline].”  




(h)  Isa 60:19-20, “No longer will you have the sun for light by day, nor for brightness will the moon give you reflected light.  But you will have the Lord for an eternal light and your God for your glory.  Your sun will set no more, neither will your moon wane; for you will have the Lord for an eternal light, and the days of your mourning will be finished.”  




(i)  Ezek 32:7-8.  Jesus Christ will cover the heavens with supernatural darkness.




(j)  Amos 5:18.  The day of the Lord is darkness.




(k)  Mt 24:29.  The sun will be darkened; the moon will not reflect its light; and the stars will fall from heaven.




(l)  Joel 3:15-16.




(m)  Rev 6:12.




(n)  Lk 21:25-27.


d.  Since the Day of the Lord extends from the second advent of Christ through the end of Christ’s millennial reign, what Paul is asking here is that Onesiphorus will receive special blessings and rewards as a mature believer for this period of human history.

e.  Paul expects Onesiphorus to rule with Christ in His millennial reign on earth.  He wants Onesiphorus to receive blessings and rewards way above and beyond what anyone else thinks he would deserve.

3.  “In fact, how many times in Ephesus he rendered assistance,”

a.  Paul continues with another background statement to complete our picture of Onesiphorus.

b.  This statement indicates that Onesiphorus was in Ephesus during the entire three year period Paul taught there.

c.  Onesiphorus was one of the great invisible heroes of the Ephesian church.


d.  While all the other men from Asia Minor had deserted Paul and run for their lives from Rome, Onesiphorus ran for Paul’s life from Ephesus to Rome to help the Apostle in his time of need.


e.  Onesiphorus was one man in Ephesus that Timothy could trust.


f.  Based upon this statement, it is very likely that Onesiphorus was probably the courier of this letter back to Timothy, who would replace Onesiphorus at Paul’s side as soon as he could get there.


g.  In exchange Onesiphorus probably was given the duties and responsibilities of guardian of the church of Ephesus in Timothy’s absence.


h.  We do not know if Onesiphorus had the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher or of administrative leadership as a deacon.  It really does not matter.  What is important is that he was the right man in the right place at the right time to provide a valuable service to Paul and a future trustworthy service to Timothy and the church in Ephesus.

i.  The statement that he rendered assistance probably indicates he was a deacon in the church.
4.  “you know better [than I do].”

a.  Finally, Paul reminds Timothy that Timothy knew even better than Paul did all the things and all the times that Onesiphorus had supported, sustained, and helped both Paul and Timothy in Ephesus during Paul’s three year ministry there.

b.  Onesiphorus was currently the most positive believer in Timothy’s congregation.

c.  He had been the most valuable member of the congregation for fifteen years, but no one knew about it until now.  He was truly an invisible hero of the Church Age.


d.  Only two people really knew how great he was—Paul and Timothy, but now the whole Christian world would know.  And even more than that, the entire royal family will know and see his greatness for the thousand year rule of Christ and throughout the eternal state, because of the mercy he will obtain from the Lord.
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