2 Timothy 4:4
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- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact.”  With this we have the Attic Greek correlative construction of MEN…DE, meaning “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “from the truth.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun AKOĒ, which means “the ear” but also means “the act of hearing: listening.”  The article is used as a possessive pronoun “their” referring to the negative believer.  Then we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb APOSTREPHW, which means “to turn away from; turn away from by rejecting, reject, repudiate 2 Tim 1:15; Mt 5:42; Heb 12:25; Tit 1:14.”


The future tense is a progressive future, which affirms what will definitely take place repeatedly or on a continual basis.

The active voice indicates that these negative believers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“In fact, on the one hand they will continue to turn away their ear from the truth,”
- is the postpositive conjunction DE, used in the MEN…DE construction, meaning “but on the other hand.”  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural article and noun MUTHOS, which means “toward the tales, stories, legends, or myths.”  This refers to the various systems of false doctrine and doctrines of demons taught in Satan’s world.  Finally, we have the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb EKTREPW, which means “to turn, turn away toward with that to which one turns indicated by EIS or EPI.”
  It means “to turn away from the truth and to believe something which is different—’to go astray, to stray after, to turn from and to follow.’ ‘they will stray after legends’.”


The future tense is a progressive future, which affirms what will definitely take place repeatedly or on a continual basis.


The passive voice indicates that these negative believers will receive the action of being turned toward something other than the truth of God’s Word.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“but on the other hand they will be turned aside toward myths [stories, tales].”
2 Tim 4:4 corrected translation
“In fact, on the one hand they will continue to turn away their ear from the truth, but on the other hand they will be turned aside toward myths [stories, tales].”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, on the one hand they will continue to turn away their ear from the truth,”

a.  Paul continues with an emphatic statement about these reversionistic believers.  His emphatic statement has two parts.  The first part is that they will continue to turn away from the truth.

b.  Negative volition does not want to hear the truth.  Negative volition does not care that what you are teaching or saying is true.  Truth doesn’t matter to negative volition.  Negative volition rejects what it does not want to hear; it only wants to believe what it wants to hear.


c.  Negative volition has a pre-conceived idea of what it wants and what it wants to believe.  The truth will not change this pre-conceived idea.


d.  Arrogance makes the believer blind to the truth, but even when they hear the truth and know it to be the truth, they don’t care and turn away from it.

e.  “Turning the ear from the truth” is an idiom or metaphor for the fact that these believers are completely unwilling to listen to the teaching of God’s Word.  They don’t want to hear it.  These believers are stubborn, hard-headed, stiff-necked, and locked into their negative volition.  These believers hop from one church to the next in a continuous attempt to avoid the truth.  They go to a church, hoping to hear only what they want to hear.  But inevitably the pastor will say something that they don’t want to hear, so they hop to another church.


f.  They continue to move around as church tramps for their entire Christian life in a vain attempt to avoid the truth.  The underlying motivation for avoiding hearing the truth is their firm belief that ignorance will be an excuse before God.


(1)  Their lust pattern demands to be fed with a particular brand of sin.



(2)  They want to feed their lust pattern what it wants.  They enjoy the sin.



(3)  They know the truth, because they have heard that what they want to do is wrong.  But they think that if they can avoid hearing it again, then they will have an excuse or a justification for their sinning.  So they do everything they can to avoid listening to the correct and accurate teaching of the word of God for fear that they will be held accountable for their sinning.



(4)  What they do not recognize is that ignorance is no excuse before God.  He will hold them accountable for their desires, motivations, decisions, and actions to avoid doctrine as well as for the perpetual sinning in which they are involved.


g.  Principles of Negative Volition.



(1) Negative volition is refusal of Bible doctrine.  It is divided into two categories.




(a)  Primary negative volition is refusal to assemble for Bible teaching, the rejection of your right pastor and his authority.




(b)  Secondary negative volition is refusal to believe the doctrine that is taught.  Basically, this is rejection of the message.



(2)  Negative volition is a refusal of the rebound technique of 1 Jn 1:9.  This is the malfunction of the grace apparatus for perception of the word of God, whereby the believer assembles, but because he does not rebound, he is not filled with the Spirit.  Failure to be filled with the Spirit means no doctrine is transferred to the heart because there is no doctrine in the left lobe of the soul.  This results in no divine viewpoint and no doctrine resident in the soul.



(3)  There is the refusal of the faith‑rest technique as a part of negative volition.  This is the believer under secondary negative volition.  He fails to appropriate promises, to utilize doctrine which he has already learned, to utilize the principles and to mix them with his faith.



(4)  Inconsistent negative volition refers to a person who takes in doctrine only when he is under pressure.  He is an occasional hearer of the Word.  This is the person who exposes himself to doctrine only when he wants something from God, or only when he is in a jam.  This is the inconsistency that leads to reversionism.  These kinds of people only come when they want to use God.



(5)  Negative vulnerability refers to the believer who takes in doctrine until he reaches maturity but reacts to disillusion, boredom, discouragement, self‑pity, frustration, or some other reactor factors in his soul, which becomes an obsession.



(6)  Negative emotionalism describes the believer who becomes negative to doctrine.  In his emotional revolt, he uses his emotion as the criterion for everything.  Therefore, he becomes blind of soul because he feels his way through life.  Feeling becomes the criteria.  If he feels good, everything is all right.  If he feels bad, there is something wrong.  He is, therefore, a slave to his health, to his emotion, and to everything that has to do with stimuli or lack of stimuli.



(7)  The principle of negative volition is found in Jn 8:43‑45.  Christ was perfect in His method of communication, yet people could not understand Him because they were arrogant from the motivational evil of Satan’s cosmic system.  These religious people lusted to do the deeds of Satan, i.e., religious works.  They would not believe the truth because they lived in the cosmic system.



(8)  Negative volition accepts the false doctrinal teaching of demons, 1 Tim 4:1.  The Satanic teaching of the lie is delegated to demons.  Believers get into the cosmic system and learn the doctrine of demons just like unbelievers.



(9)  How negative volition begins is taught in 1 Jn 2:15‑16, “Do not love the world nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.”  The cosmic system is a tactical trap for the enslavement of the human race.  It is a factory for the production of losers.  Cf. Rom 12:3; 2 Jn 8‑9.  Cosmic involvement is the principle of negative volition.


(10)  The unbeliever is blinded by walking in darkness (living in the cosmic system), Eph 4:18‑19.


(11)  Jn 12:37‑40 describes people’s continuing negative volition.  “But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him.  This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: ‘Lord, who has believed our report?  And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?’  For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, ‘He has blinded their eyes and He hardened their heart, so that they would not see with their eyes and perceive with their heart, and be converted and I heal them.’”


(12)  Rom 11:7‑8 describes Jewish blackout of the soul from persistent negative volition.  Cf. 2 Cor 3:14‑16, 4:3‑4; Eph 3:16ff.
2.  “but on the other hand they will be turned aside toward myths [stories, tales].”

a.  In contrast to their locked-in negative volition, these reversionistic believers will turn toward something else—all the lies that Satan and the cosmic system have to offer.

b.  When a believer rejects the truth and turns away from the truth, no matter which way they turn, false doctrine, the doctrine of demons, Satan’s lies are waiting with open arms to embrace them.  You cannot reject the truth without accepting the lie or what is false.


c.  These believers reject the teaching of Bible doctrine and can do nothing else except believe what is false.  Satan presents what is false in the form of myths, legends, stories, and tales.  This is why the Greeks and Romans loved and believed their mythology, their stories, and their tales.  This same pattern of belief in myths, legends, stories, and tales has existed in every society and every culture of mankind.


d.  Our modern day myths, stories, and tales are such things as evolution, the genetic pre-disposition to sin, and the belief in alien creatures.  We have our own sophisticated system of myths.  Sermons are filled with story after story after illustration rather than teaching exactly what the word of God says.  However, for mankind there is a much more dangerous system of lies, myths, and stories being told by the father of lies, Satan.



(1)  Satan tries to convince man that there is no God, when he knows that there is.



(2)  He says that there will be no judgment from God.



(3)  He says that Jesus Christ will not return.



(4)  He says that there is no heaven and certainly no hell.


e.  All of these myths, lies, and stories are accepted by the reversionistic believer, because he does not want to face the truth and does not want to obey the authority of God.


f.  Once a person believes in Christ, the issue in the spiritual life becomes learning and then doing what God wants.  The reversionist does not want to do what God wants.  They want to do what they want to do.  Therefore, they think that by not listening to what God wants, they don’t have to do what God wants.  Therefore, the negative believer turns aside to anything else that will keep them from doing what God wants, so that they can do what they want.  Satan provides the lies, myths, stories, and deceptions that feed that desire.

g.  Volition remains the issue in a person’s life, especially after they believe in Christ.  The positive believer wants to learn and do what God wants and therefore embraces Bible doctrine as the only way to live.  The negative believer does not want to learn and do what God wants and therefore embraces the false doctrines of the cosmic system.  Both will stand before the judgment seat of Christ.
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