2 Timothy 3:7



- is the adverb of time PANTOTE, which means “always, at all times.”  With this we have the appositional accusative from the neuter plural present active participle verb MANTHANW, which means “to learn.”

The present tense is a descriptive and/or customary present for what these lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God were normally and usually doing at the time of writing and are still doing today.


The active voice indicates these arrogant, ungrateful, unholy people produce the action of always learning false doctrine, human viewpoint evil speculation, the doctrine of demons, etc.


The participle is circumstantial.

“always learning”
- is the conjunction KAI, used to introduce a contrast (as in Mt 6:26, 13:17; Mk 4:16-17, 7:24c, 12:12; Lk 10:24; Jn 1:10c, 3:19, and 1 Cor 16:12), translated “and yet, but, however, nevertheless.”  With this we have the negative adverb of time MĒDEPOTE, which means “never.”  This is the only use of this word in the New Testament though it is found in Greek literature.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun EPIGNWSIS, meaning “full knowledge.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “of the truth.”  The absence of the article indicates the high value of this truth.  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the entire life of these people who have rejected God and/or the spiritual life and states the action as a fact.

The active voice indicates that the subject—these false teachers and degenerate believers—produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used to complete the meaning of certain verbs that require an infinitive to complete their meaning.

Finally, we have the appositional accusative neuter plural present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a dogmatic axiom and universal truth.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—these reversionists producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“and yet they are never able to come to a full knowledge of the truth.”
2 Tim 3:7 corrected translation
“always learning and yet they are never able to come to a full knowledge of the truth.”
Explanation:
1.  “always learning [false doctrine and principles of evil]”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “Because from these are those who worm their way into houses [local churches] and take captive foolish women [degenerate believers], having been loaded up and overwhelmed with sins, being led away by various categories of lust, always learning [false doctrine and principles of evil] and yet they are never able to come to a full knowledge of the truth.”

b.  “Those who worm their way into houses” was in the masculine plural, referring to the false teachers and rejecters of God mentioned in verses 2-5.

c.  Then we have these false teachers taking captive “foolish women,” which is in the neuter plural and refers to both women who are negative to the word of God and men who are acting like these women in their soul.

d.  Therefore, the false teachers, the negative women, and the negative men are all gathered into a whole as the subject of the final two participles: “always learning” and “never able.”

e.  The false teachers are always learning, but are not learning the word of God.  They are rejecters and haters of God.  They have disregarded and rejected the power of respect and love for God.

f.  Those who listen to them (the ones living in the houses into which the false teachers have wormed their way) are also not learning the word of God.  Instead they are learning the false doctrine the false teachers are teaching.


g.  False teachers are always learning the doctrine of demons.  They love to learn and encourage others to learn.  They value education highly.  The problem is not that they want to learn, but the content of what they are learning.  The content is human academic speculation, such as: philosophy, psychology, sociology, but not Theology, Christology, and Soteriology.

h.  Both the false teachers and their followers are always learning false doctrine and all kinds of principles of evil.  All human knowledge is a part of human viewpoint.

i.  Only Bible doctrine is taken with us into eternity.  We don’t need any of our human knowledge.  Therefore, these false teachers are wasting their time and effort teaching and the followers are wasting their time learning from them.
2.  “and yet they are never able to come to a full knowledge of the truth.”

a.  The result of their love of self, love of money, love of pleasure, hatred of divine good, arrogance, ingratitude, thoughtlessness, and pride is that they are never able to really understand or accept as true the full knowledge of the word of God.

b.  The full knowledge of the truth is what is taught to the believer by the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.

c.  These people (both teachers and followers) have disregarded the power of the spiritual life, which includes the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul.


d.  It is absolutely impossible for anyone who has rejected the power of the spiritual life to come to an epignosis (full) knowledge of the word of God.  We cannot reject the power of the Spirit and learn doctrine.  We cannot reject what God has to say and learn doctrine.

e.  Therefore, no matter what these false teachers learn and no matter what they teach, they are not learning anything of God’s truth and never will.  Obviously the same is true for their followers.


f.  Believers filled with the Spirit and desiring to learn the word of God will always come to a full knowledge of the truth.  The teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit will guarantee that they do.

g.  Those believers who are lovers of God more than lovers of pleasure, lovers of self, and lovers of anything else are always able to come to a full knowledge of the truth.

h.  Believers who are consistently filled with the Spirit and keep on obeying the will of 
God will always be able to come to a full knowledge of the truth.


i.  False teachers misapply this verse to believers who are positive to doctrine and say that those believers who are always learning doctrine are “always learning, but never able to come to a full knowledge of the truth.”  This is the typical strategy of Satan to use the truth against those who accept the Truth.
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