2 Timothy 3:13



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But, However, Nevertheless.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PONĒROS, which “pertains to being morally or socially worthless: wicked, evil, bad, base, worthless, vicious, degenerate, and is used by Paul in 2 Thes 3:2; 2 Tim 4:18; Col 1:21; 1 Tim 6:4; Gal 1:4; Eph 5:16, 6:13.  When used as a substantive is means wicked or evil-intentioned person, evildoer.”
  With this adjective we have the nominative masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “men.”  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” [this KAI could also be epexegetical here, explaining what kind of evil men these people are.  In this case it would be translated “that is”] plus the nominative masculine plural noun GOĒS, which meant “originally a ‘sorcerer, conjurer’ [in the sense of what a false teacher does], but is used in the Bible more in the sense swindler, cheat of persons who veer from correct instruction and lead others into error: impostors 2 Tim 3:13.”
 It describes “one who habitually fools or deceives people through pretense—’impostor, hypocrite.’”

“However, evil men and impostors”
- is the third person plural future active indicative from the verb PROKOPTW, which means “to progress, to advance.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely take place.

The active voice indicates that these evil, hypocritical, lying, deceiving, con men, false teachers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of what will happen.

“will advance”
- is the preposition EPI plus the accusative of comparison from the neuter singular comparative adjective CHEIRWN, which means “worse, more severe Mt 9:16, 12:45, 27:64; Mk 2:21, 5:26; Heb 10:29; Jn 5:14; Lk 11:26; 2 Pet 2:20; Mt 27:64; 1 Tim 5:8.”

“to more severity,”
 - is the explanatory or epexegetical nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb PLANAW, which means “to cause to go astray from a specific way: lead astray, cause someone to wander (cause someone to wander from the right way); mislead, deceive someone.”


The present tense is a descriptive and futuristic present, which describes the activity of these evil false teachers at the end of the Church Age and throughout the Tribulation.


The active voice indicates that these evil deceivers of others will produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine plural present middle or passive participle from the verb PLANAW, which means “to deceive oneself or to be deceived.”

The futuristic present tense describes what will be happening in the future.


The middle-passive voice indicates that these evil deceivers of others will also be deceived by Satan and will deceive themselves.

The participle is circumstantial.
These last two uses of the same verbs with different inflections is a figure of speech called Polyptoton; or, Many Inflections; The Repetition of the same Part of Speech in different Inflections.  It is called also METAGOGE.  It means a change of course; a different arrangement of the same word, a leading of the same word through different inflections.”
 

“deceiving and being deceived.”
2 Tim 3:13 corrected translation
“However, evil men and imposters will advance to more severity, deceiving and being deceived.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, evil men and imposters”

a.  In contrast to those few mature believers, who keep on desiring to live a spiritual life in a manner that shows respect for God in Christ Jesus, there will be evil men and deceivers of others.  These evil men and deceivers of others will include both degenerate believers and unbelievers who are antagonistic to God.  These evil men include both the false teachers and those who follow them.  These evil men and deceivers of others are described by Peter in 2 Pet 2:

2 Pet 2:1, “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves,”
2 Pet 2:2, “nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth will be slandered,”
2 Pet 2:3, “and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”
2 Pet 2:12, “But these [false prophets], like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct having been born for the purpose of capture and destruction, slandering in things which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed because of their depravity.”
2 Pet 2:13, “They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.  They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.  They are stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures as they feast together with you,”
2 Pet 2:14, “having eyes full of an adulteress and unceasing from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.”
2 Pet 2:15, “Having abandoned the right way of life, they have gone astray, pursuing the way of life of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wealth from unrighteousness,”
2 Pet 2:16, “but he was rebuked for his own evil-doing; the mute ass, by speaking with the voice of a man, restrained the insanity of the prophet.”
2 Pet 2:17, “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.”
2 Pet 2:18, “For while loudly proclaiming bombastic words of emptiness, they entice with lusts of the flesh in the sphere of sensuality those who barely escape from the ones who live in deception,”
2 Pet 2:19, “promising to them freedom while they themselves are slaves of depravity; for by what anyone is defeated, by this he has been enslaved.”
2 Pet 2:20, “For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the cosmic system by means of the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and being entangled again in them they are defeated, the last state has become for them worse than the first state.”
2 Pet 2:21, “For it was better for them to not have known exactly the way of righteousness, than having known exactly, to turn away from the holy commandment which was handed down to them.”
2.  “will advance to more severity,”

a.  While positive believers are advancing to spiritual maturity, these evil, apostate false teachers, many of whom are believers, are advancing in reverse, or regressing into deeper and greater forms of evil, apostasy, degeneracy, and rejection of God.  The basic idea of this adjective is to reach a worse condition than before.  Things just keep getting worse for these evil men.

b.  Being in a state of sin is not enough for them.  They must advance to more severe states of sinfulness.  They must dig deeper into the pit of degeneracy.  They find greater ways to slander and malign God, greater ways to reject God, greater ways to do what is wrong and call it ‘right’.


c.  The sinfulness, evil, and degeneracy of these false teachers and their followers knows no bounds.  Paul pointed out this same principle earlier, when he said in 2 Tim 2:16b, “for they will progress deeper into impiety [degeneracy and reversionism].”
3.  “deceiving and being deceived.”

a.  There are many facets to this doctrinal diamond.  Satan will continue to deceive the false teachers.



(1)  2 Cor 11:3, “However I am afraid that perhaps, as the serpent deceived Eve with his crafty dishonesty, your minds might be led astray from the sincere devotion and purity, which [exists] because of Christ.”


(2)  Rev 20:10, “And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”

b.  The false teachers will continue to allow themselves to be deceived by Satan.  The false teachers will continually function in deceiving others.  The followers of the false teachers will continually allow themselves to be deceived.  The followers being deceived by the false teachers will in turn continually deceive others.  The others, who listen to the evangelism of the followers of the false teachers will allow themselves to be deceived.


c.  The only people not deceiving others in this downward spiral of degeneracy are those who are positive to the teaching of the word of God and continue to love the Lord Jesus Christ.  This includes both the genuine pastor-teachers and those believers who remain positive to the teaching of the Truth, the word of God.

d.  The only people not deceiving others at the end of the Church Age are those believers who remain positive to doctrine.  This is why the Scripture warns us to not associate with those who reject doctrine.  They will only continue to deceive us and deceive themselves.


e.  The only people not allowing themselves to be deceived at the end of the Church Age are those believers who remain positive to doctrine.  God the Holy Spirit protects them through the accurate teaching of the word of God.  Paul mentions these in Rom 3:11-18:

Rom 3:11, “There is not one who comprehends; there is not one who diligently searches for the God.”
Rom 3:12, “All [unbelievers] have turned aside [into unrighteousness].  At the same time they have become depraved.  There is not one who does what is right.  There is not as much as a single person.”
Rom 3:13, “Their vocal cords (larynx) are a grave which has been opened.  They kept on deceiving, defrauding, and using trickery with their tongues.  The venom of Egyptian cobras is under their lips;”
Rom 3:14, “Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness;”
Rom 3:15, “Their feet are quick to commit murder;”
Rom 3:16, “Destruction [historical disaster] and misery [personal suffering] are in their way of life;”
Rom 3:17 “In fact they have not acknowledged (given due recognition to) the way of peace.”
Rom 3:18 “There is no respect for God before their eyes.”

f.  These deceived believers did not learn the listen taught by Paul in 1 Cor 15:33, “Stop being deceived: ‘evil associations destroy good habits’.”

g.  These deceived believers fail to heed the command of:



(1)  Jam 1:16, “Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.”


(2)  or Gal 6:7, “Stop being deceived, God is never mocked.  For whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”

h.  Those who believe in Christ and remain positive to doctrine escape this trap of deception, Tit 3:3, “For formerly we kept on being unthinking, disobedient, misled, slaves to desires and various pleasures, spending our lives in the sphere of evil and jealousy, hated ones, hating one another.”
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