2 Timothy 3:12



- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” with the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which both mean “Indeed, In fact, Really, Certainly.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “all” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb THELW, which means “those who desire.”

The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, translated “those who.”


The present tense is a gnomic aorist for a state or condition that is always true at any time in the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that all believers with positive volition to the will and plan of God produce the action.

The participle is circumstantial.

“In fact, all those also who keep on desiring”
- is the adverb of manner EUSEBWS, which means “in a godly, pious, devoted manner,” that is, in a manner that shows respect for God.  Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb ZAW, which means “to live.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which gathers the spiritual life of the positive believer into a whole and states it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the positive believer produces the action of desiring to live a spiritual life of respect for God.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action of the main verb “to desire (THELW).”
Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular proper names CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, which means “in Christ Jesus.”
“to live a spiritual life in a manner that shows respect for God in Christ Jesus”
- is the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb DIWKW, which means “to be persecuted.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will certainly take place.

The passive voice indicates that believers who are positive to doctrine and desiring to learn the word of God and attempting to live the spiritual life and obeying God will receive the action of being persecuted.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“will be persecuted.”
2 Tim 3:12 corrected translation
“In fact, all those also who keep on desiring to live a spiritual life in a manner that shows respect for God in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”
Explanation:

1.  “In fact, all those also who keep on desiring to live a spiritual life in a manner that shows respect for God in Christ Jesus”

a.  Paul continues with an emphatic statement, which is indeed a promise to all believers who love the Lord and execute His will.

b.  The subjects of this sentence are greatly focused on here; for it takes almost the entire sentence to describe them.  They are first of all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  But they are not just any believers.  They are a particular kind of believer.  These are believers who keep on desiring to live in a particular manner.  The manner in which they continually desire to live is the spiritual life that shows respect for God.


c.  Not all believers want to live the type of spiritual life that shows respect for God.  Some believers desire to live this life for a short time, but cannot keep it up.  Eventually the sin nature gets the better of them and they revert back into their old life as unbelievers.  Some believers deeply desire to live a spiritual life that shows respect for God, but the passing pleasures of sin are too much for them and they become lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.  Some believers deeply desire to live a spiritual life that shows respect for God, but their love of money causes them to become lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.  Some believers deeply desire to live a spiritual life that shows respect for God, but their arrogance and love of self becomes more important to them and they become lovers of self rather than lovers of God.

d.  What we love is what motivates the life we live.  What we believe influences what motivates us in life.


e.  The only believers who keep on desiring to live a spiritual life in a manner that shows respect for God are those believers who:



(1)  Want to know what the word of God says.  Therefore, they learn the word of God or get doctrine in some manner and learn what the word of God says.



(2)  The more they learn about the truth of the Bible and the life, love, work, and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the more they come to appreciate and respect the Lord.



(3)  The more these believers come to appreciate and respect the Lord, the more they come to obey and do what He asks them to do.



(4)  The more they obey Him, the more they demonstrate their love for Him.



(5)  The more they love the Lord, the more they receive unfair testing, unjust suffering, and persecution as the opportunity to testify for Him and glorify Him against Satan before the Supreme Court of Heaven.


f.  These believers are the mature believers, the pleroma believers (filled with all the fullness of God), the invisible heroes of the angelic conflict in the Church Age mentioned in Scripture by the word “mature.”  For example:


(1)  Heb 5:14, “But solid food is for the mature ones, who because of maturity keep on having their faculties [human spirit and soul] trained resulting in the ability to distinguish between good and evil.”


(2)  Jam 1:4, “Moreover patience [endurance, perseverance] must keep on having complete [mature, fully developed] production, in order that you might be mature and undamaged, being deficient in nothing.”



(3)  1 Cor 14:20, “Brethren, stop being little children in the sphere of your thinking, but be as a child in the sphere of evil, and become mature in the sphere of your thinking.”



(4)  Eph 4:13, “until we all attain to the unity produced by doctrine, that is, produced by the full knowledge of the Son of God, resulting in a mature believer, to the stature characterized by the maturity produced by the fullness of Christ.”

g.  Not all believers are willing to obey the will of God.  Not all believers are willing to undergo momentum and evidence testing.  Not all believers are willing to keep on growing in grace and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.


h.  This verse is not for all believers.  It is a promise to a very select group of believers, who are highly self-motivated to keep moving in the spiritual life in spite of all their failures.  These believers are not perfect.  They fail like everyone else.  They receive divine discipline just like everyone else.  These believers require repetitious teaching just like everyone else.  The difference between these believers and all other believers in the Church Age is that they keep on desiring to live a spiritual life that shows respect for God.  They never give up.


i.  What is a spiritual life that shows respect for God?



(1)  It is not a life of sinless perfection.  It is a life of failure, sin, mistakes, bad decisions, and wrong priorities.  But what makes the difference between these believers and reversionistic, degenerate believers is that they recover when they fail and sin by acknowledging their sins to God.  They depend upon God to correct their mistakes.  They take responsibility for their bad decisions.  And they fix their wrong priorities to line up with God’s priorities.  They are not complacent or stagnant or stuck in the same rut of spiritual ruin.  Consider the life of David or Moses or Peter or Paul.  They raped, murdered, repudiated Jesus, and were the worst of all sinners.  Yet all became mature believers by persistence in obeying the will of God.


(2)  They respect the fact that Jesus Christ went to the Cross and died spiritually as a substitute for them.  Therefore, they use the spiritual recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 to acknowledge their personal sins to God as often as necessary.



(3)  They respect what Christ did for them, so that they remain filled with and influenced by the Spirit and say ‘no’ to sin more and more frequently as they grow in grace and in spite of their periodic failures.


(4)  A spiritual life that respects God obeys the will of God rather than the lust pattern of the sin nature.



(5)  A spiritual life that respects God learns the word of God and develops a reciprocal love for God.



(6)  A spiritual life that respects God uses the problem solving devices rather than self-made human solutions to the problems of life.


(7)  Respect and love are two parts of the same coin in our relationship with God.  Our respect for God is our willingness to obey whatever He wants regardless of the cost to us personally.  Our love for God is doing those things that put Him first and glorify Him from the motivation of our appreciation, gratitude, and thankfulness for all He has done for us.

g.  Most believers never get to a point in their spiritual life that shows respect or love for God.  Most believers are so involved in serving themselves, being lovers of self, being lovers of money, and being lovers of pleasure that they just don’t care about learning the word of God, being inculcated in the will of God, or executing the plan of God.


h.  Most believers never show respect or love for God because they are in a state of perpetual carnality and either do not care to acknowledge their sins to God, or are in a state of antagonism toward God, blaming God for the sufferings they themselves have created.


i.  The spiritual life that shows respect for God is a unique spiritual life, available only to those believers who are said to be “in Christ Jesus.”  Since this phrase is a reference to our union with Christ, this means that this promise is equally available to every member of the royal family of God.  Since this promise is qualified by being available to all those in Christ Jesus, this makes this promise a unique part of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, never available to believers in other dispensations.  It is only available to those in union with Christ.

j.  Therefore, the spiritually mature believer of the Church Age has a unique and special privilege that was never available to anyone in the Old Testament, was not available during the first advent of Christ, will never happen in the Millennium, and will not even be available in the Tribulation.  The mature believer of the Church Age is the only person in all human history that has the privilege and honor of being persecuted because they live a spiritual life in a manner that shows respect for God while being in union with Christ.

k.  If you desire to live the spiritual life of the Church Age, you will be persecuted.
2.  “will be persecuted.”

a.  Not all believers want to live the spiritual life, because they don’t want to be persecuted.  Some people cannot take the ridicule and mockery of others.  They would rather live a life of sin and wrongdoing in order to be like others, than have others laugh and ridicule them for doing what is right. 

b.  If we respect and love the Lord, Satan will send his minions to persecute us.

c.  If we try to do what the Lord wants, Satan will send others to dissuade us.


d.  If we try to do the right thing, Satan will send someone to tempt us to do otherwise.


e.  If Satan cannot persecute us through those we love, he will use those who hate us.


g.  If Satan cannot persecute us through those we know, he will persecute us through those we don’t know.


h.  Satan will motivate others to persecute us, if we love the Lord and attempt to do His will.  Satan is not going to stand by and do nothing while mature believers glorify the Lord in his kingdom.


i.  So Paul gives us a fantastic promise that believers who keep on desiring to execute the plan of God will be persecuted, which means they will have the opportunity to pass evidence testing and glorify the Lord more than any other believers in human history.
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