2 Timothy 2:6



- is the accusative subject of the infinitive from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb KOPIAW, which means “to exert oneself physically, mentally, or spiritually, work hard, toil, strive, struggle 1 Cor 4:12; 15:10; 16:16; Eph 4:28; 2 Tim 2:6; Rom 16:6, 12; 1 Tim 4:10; 5:12, 17; Gal 4:11; Col 1:29; Phil 2:16.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the farmer produces the action.


The participle is used as a substantive and functions as an adjective, modifying the noun which follows.

Then we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the masculine singular noun GEWRGOS, which means “farmer” and is where we get the name George.  This construction in the accusative case functions as the subject of the infinitive which follows at the end of the sentence.  This same construction is found in Rev 10:11 () “it is necessary for you to prophesy again.”

“for the hard-working farmer”
- is the third person singular present active indicative from the impersonal verb DEI, which means “it is necessary” or “one must.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth or something that is generally always true.


The active voice indicates this principle produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

With this we have the adverb of time PRWTOS, which means “first” in sequence of time.

“it is necessary first”
- is the genitive direct object from the masculine plural article and noun KARPOS, which means “fruit, crops, produce; result, outcome, product; advantage, gain, profit.”  Finally, we have the present active infinitive from the verb METALAMBANW, which means “to share or participate in something, ‘have a share in’ with the genitive of the thing receive one’s share of the crops 2 Tim 2:6; Heb 6:7; 12:10.”
 

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably and normally expected to occur.


The active voice means the farmer produces the action of receiving his share of the profits.


The infinitive functions as a finite verb in the accusative-infinitive construction and acts as the main verb of the noun in the accusative case (the hard-working farmer).
“to receive his share of the profits.”
2 Tim 2:6 corrected translation
“It is necessary for the hard-working farmer to receive his share of the profits first.”
Explanation:
1.  “It is necessary for the hard-working farmer”

a.  Another way to translate this verse, which is equally correct (because of the meaning and way the impersonal verb DEI is used in Greek cannot always be expressed precisely the same way in English) is: “The hard-working farmer must be first to receive his share of the profits.”

b.  Again we have an analogy from Paul.  This time it is an analogy between the pastor and the farmer.  The hard-working farmer is the pastor-teacher.  The share of the benefits are eternal rewards and blessings.  The word “first” indicates sequence at the Evaluation Throne of Christ.


c.  Paul’s point here to Timothy is that it is absolutely necessary for him to be a hard-working farmer.  What the pastor plants is the seed of the word of God.  This same analogy was used by our Lord in Mt 13, Mk 4, and Lk 8 with reference to the gospel message.

d.  It is absolutely necessary for Timothy to work hard at planting the word of God in his congregation.  No one said it would be easy.  No one said there wouldn’t be dry spells of negative volition.  No one said there wouldn’t be weeds of false doctrine springing up to suck away the water of the Word from the fruit producing plants.  No one said Timothy would not have to weed the garden every so often to get rid of the false teachers.


e.  All of these things are things a pastor-farmer must do to produce a profitable crop for the Lord.

f.  Paul knew Timothy wasn’t afraid of a little hard work.  He had known him for many years.  But Paul is poking his analogy in Timothy’s chest and telling him that it is necessary for him to be a hard-working pastor.


g.  In the same respect, no one ever said the spiritual life was going to be a walk in the park.  It is necessary for all of us to work hard and do many things we don’t particularly like, in order to become real fruit-bearing believers for the Lord.



(1)  Some believers don’t like to learn the word of God because it is hard work, but it is necessary.  Some believers don’t like to pray because it is hard work, but it is necessary.



(2)  Some believers don’t like to evangelize because it is hard work, but it is necessary.  Some believers don’t like to apply doctrine because it is hard work, but it is necessary.



(3)  Some pastors don’t like to study because it is hard work, but it is necessary.  Some pastors don’t like to teach because it is hard work, but it is necessary.

2.  “to receive his share of the profits first.”

a.  The first group of believers to receive their eternal rewards and blessings will be those with spiritual communication gifts.

b.  Based upon the analogy of this verse to the pastor-teacher, we can logically deduce that there will be an order and structure to the events of the Evaluation Throne of Christ.


(1)  The apostles will receive their rewards first.



(2)  Then come other communicators of doctrine, such as: pastors, evangelists, prophets of the pre-canon period.



(3)  Then come the rest of the members of the royal family.


c.  Just as the farmer receives his share of the profits and benefits from the crop before anyone else, so also the communicator of the word of God will receive his eternal rewards and blessings first at the Evaluation Throne of Christ.

d.  There are more than enough profits for everyone in the royal family.  The spoils of victory belong to our Lord Jesus Christ and He distributes those spoils of victory to the rest of us.

e.  This same principle is illustrated in:



(1)  Mt 12:29, “Or how can anyone enter the strong man’s house and carry off his property, unless he first binds the strong man and then he will plunder his house.” Cf. Mk 3:27.



(2)  Lk 11:22, “But when someone stronger [the Lord] than he [Satan] attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away from him all his armor on which he had relied and distributes his plunder.”


(3)  Eph 4:8, “Therefore, it [Ps 68:18] says, ‘When He ascended into heaven, He led a host of captives in a triumphal procession from a state of captivity, and He gave spiritual gifts to men.’”

f.  The fact the pastor must receive his share of the spoils of victory first is a matter of grace.  He doesn’t earn or deserve to be rewarded first.  This is a grace honor from the Lord for all those pastors who are faithful and diligent in serving the Lord.


g.  The share of the profits are eternal rewards and blessings.
The Eternal Rewards of the Winner Believer

1.  Introduction.



a.  Two Greek words are used for crowns.




(1)  STEPHANOS, a reward in athletics and the military.




(2)  DIADEMA, a crown used for a king.  Certain rewards for believers are called STEPHANOS.  DIADEMA is not used for the believer’s rewards in the Bible.



b.  STEPHANOS is the exact equivalent to the Latin word CORONA. The STEPHANOS is comparable to our medal of honor.  There were six categories of such crowns given by the military.  Each had a great monetary reward that went with it.




(1)  CORONA OBSIDIALUS or CORONA GRAMINIA, a golden wreath woven of golden strands; also called golden grass.  This guaranteed $250,000 tax‑free income a year.




(2)  CORONA CIVICA, wreath of golden oak leaves, given for the highest type of valor in battle or for unusual acts performed by a civilian.




(3)  CORONA NAVALIS, the medal of honor for the navy.  It was given to the first sailor to board an enemy ship during battle.




(4)  CORONA MURALIS, awarded to the first soldier to scale the wall of a besieged city or reach the enemy lines, similar to our Army Distinguished Service Cross.  This was only given to enlisted men.




(5)  CORONA CASTRENSIS, awarded to the first soldier to reach the enemy lines in a battle, or to any enlisted man who did unusual things in battle.




(6)  CORONA TRIUMPHALIS, awarded to a victorious army general who commanded a winning army, or men who did secondary things of valor, comparable to our Distinguished Service Cross.



c.  Paul used this concept as a metaphor to illustrate the decorations awarded to winners at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  There are three categories of crowns for believers in the word of God.  The first two are available to all believers; the last is available to pastor‑teachers only: the crown of righteousness; the crown of life; the crown of glory.



d.  The warning regarding crowns, Rev 3:11, “Hang on to what you have, so that no one takes away your crown.”  Cf. 2 Jn 8.


2.  The Crown of Righteousness.



a.  This crown is awarded at the Judgment Seat of Christ to the Church Age believer who fulfills the plan of God by the advance to spiritual maturity.  This believer has advanced from spiritual self-confidence plus providential preventative suffering to attain spiritual autonomy, and from spiritual autonomy plus momentum testing to attain spiritual maturity.



b.  This is given to mature believers.  It emphasizes functional virtue directed toward man and circumstances; i.e., the operation of our royal ambassadorship and the fulfillment of the royal family honor code.



c.  The believer who wears the invisible uniform of honor (Eph 6) will receive the crown of righteousness.  The function of unconditional love is the manifestation of the invisible uniform of honor.  The crown of righteousness is given for our virtue, honor, integrity, passing momentum tests, and fulfillment of the royal family honor code.



d.  2 Tim 4:7‑8, “I have fought an honorable fight [advance to spiritual maturity].  I have completed the course [execution of the protocol plan of God].  I have guarded the doctrine.  In the future there is reserved for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award me in that day, and not only to me, but to all [winners] who have loved His appearing.”  He perpetuated spiritual self-esteem and spiritual maturity.  As a mature believer, the perpetuation of spiritual maturity means to continue learning the word of God daily.



e.  So the crown of righteousness is a decoration for the attainment, perpetuation, and activity of spiritual maturity.  This crown is presented to those believers who advance through the three stages of spiritual adulthood.



f.  Accompanying the crown of righteousness is a tremendous amount of extra privileges, blessings, and opportunities in the eternal state.


3.  The Crown of Life.  See Jn 15.



a.  This crown of life is awarded to the Church Age believer who in spiritual maturity passes evidence testing.  By passing evidence testing, the mature believer has glorified God to the maximum and so will receive the crown of life.  Evidence testing is administered by Satan as an extension of the angelic conflict.



b.  Rev 2:10, “Do not fear what you are about to suffer.  Note that the devil is about to cast some of you in prison, that you may be tested and you will have special persecution ten times.  Keep on being faithful even until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”


c.  James 1:12, “Happy is that person who perseveres under testing, for once he has passed the [evidence] test, he will receive the crown of life which God has promised to those who love Him.”  This tells us that happiness is not confined to prosperity, to having things going your way.  The happiness provided by Bible doctrine exists under the greatest categories of adversity.



d.  The crown of life is awarded to all members of the royal family of God who utilize the problem-solving devices and advance to maturity and then use all their spiritual assets to pass evidence testing.


4.  The Crown of Glory.



a.  This is awarded to pastors who faithfully study and teach Bible doctrine to their congregation, by which doctrine the pastor and positive members of the congregation will attain spiritual maturity.  There are four categories of pastors in the Church Age.




(1)  The cosmic pastor, who lives in cosmic system one (arrogance) and two (antagonism), is distracted by social action, crusader arrogance, and is totally disoriented to reality.  He is very arrogant, self‑righteous, and ignorant of doctrine.




(2)  The baby pastor high profiles his own personality while low profiling the word of God.  He only evangelizes and gives moral lectures.




(3)  The adolescent pastor teaches some truth but is distracted by various forms of high profile.  He is selling his own personality (rather than teaching doctrine) by visiting the sick, calling on the congregation, conducting programs.  He can be a pseudo‑intellectual, a crusader, a bleeding heart, self‑righteous, a pleasing personality, or arrogant.  He appeals to those with negative volition toward Bible doctrine.  He doesn’t have time to study.




(4)  The mature pastor through personal study and teaching advances to maturity and is leading his congregation there.  He has fulfilled the plan of God, therefore he has the crown of righteousness as well.  He emphasizes doctrine and is a prepared person academically, knowing where he stands theologically.  He focuses on the message, not his personality.  Heb 6:10.



b.  The motivation for the pastor is occupation with the Lord.  1 Pet 5:4, “And when the Chief Shepherd [our Lord at Judgment Seat of Christ] appears [Rapture], you [faithful pastors] will receive the unfading crown of glory.”


c.  Phil 4:1 personalizes this concept: “Therefore, my brethren, loved ones [congregation who is respected for their faithfulness], deeply desired ones, my happiness and my crown, keep on being stabilized [winners of the crown of righteousness].”


d.  1 Thes 2:19‑20, “For who is our hope or happiness or crown of boasting [glory]?  Is it not you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?  [At the Judgment Seat of Christ, those who have attained spiritual maturity are the crown of glory for the pastor.]  For you are our glory and our happiness.”


e.  The pastor’s boasting or crown of glory is received because certain members of his congregation do two things by listening to the teaching of the Word:  they take the giant step to spiritual self-confidence, and they take the victory step to spiritual maturity where they can receive evidence testing to glorify God to the maximum.  So the happiness of the pastor comes from the positive response of those faithful to the teaching of the word of God.  The pastor’s happiness is different from that of anyone else.



f.  Positive believers are the basis for the pastor receiving the crown of glory.



g.  The danger to the pastor is given in 1 Cor 9:24‑27.  “Do you not know that those who run a race all run but one receives the prize?  Run in such a way that you may win.  And everyone who competes in the games exercises self‑discipline in all things.  They do not receive a perishable crown but an imperishable crown.  Therefore, I do not run without a goal.  I do not box like a person beating the air.  Instead, I discipline my body and keep it in training, lest having preached to others, I myself should be disqualified.”

5.  The Ultimate Decoration: the Order of the Morning Star.



a.  The winner who receives the above crowns not only has vast estates in the eternal state, but he receives this decoration and others that go with it.  This decoration is taken from and named after our Lord’s third royal patent, “King of kings, Lord of lords, the Bright Morning Star,” mentioned specifically in Rev 22:16 and 2 Pet 1:19.



b.  The Order of the Morning Star is given to winners as the highest of all decorations in escrow blessings given by God.  It is a part of the new order of chivalry in the eternal state for the royal family.  This decoration is awarded for the maintenance of spiritual maturity.



c.  This decoration is mentioned as a part of escrow blessings for the eternal state in Rev 2:26,28, “Furthermore, the winner, even he who keeps My assignments [execution of the protocol plan of God] until the end [perpetuation of spiritual maturity through evidence testing], to him I will give authority over the nations.”  Verse 28, “Furthermore I will give to him the order of the Morning Star.”  The mature believer will be a king over a Gentile nation and rule during the Millennium.



d.  Receiving this decoration is the highest manifestation of glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ in the Church Age.  This same title was given to Him at the ascension and session and is related to both the strategic victory and tactical victory of the angelic conflict.  Rev 22:16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to declare these things to you for the churches; I am the root [Jesus Christ as eternal God], and the descendent of David [Jesus Christ in Hypostatic Union], the Bright Morning Star [His title for the First and Second Advents].”  In Num 24:17, His title is related to His strategic victory, “I see Him, but not now, I behold Him, but not near. Behold, a star [Christ as the morning star] shall come forth from Jacob [First Advent] and a scepter shall rise from Israel [Second Advent].”


e.  Mt 2:2 is a reference to the morning star related to the First Advent.  Bible doctrine is related to Christ as the morning star in 2 Pet 1:19‑21, “and the morning star has come up” (Second Advent).



f.  The Order of the Morning Star is named after our Lord’s royal title and is given for historical impact in the Church Age.  It authorizes the recipient to reign with Christ in the Millennium and hold the highest privileges for all eternity.  These believers can eat from the tree of life in the paradise of God, located in the New Jerusalem.



g.  There are at least seven privileges that accompany the Order of the Morning Star.




(1)  The uniform of honor, being invisible and worn in the soul, is exchanged at the Judgment Seat of Christ for the translucent uniform of glory worn over the resurrection body.  It was first modeled by Jesus Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration, Mt 17, “and His clothes became white as light.”  The uniform of glory is a monument to right decisions.  The uniform of glory is given as a translucent light which covers the resurrection body.  Rev 3:4‑5, “they will walk with Me in whites...”



(2)  The name of the winner appears on the honors list, and he is presented in the court of heaven during the Tribulation on earth.  Only those on the honors list are taken to heaven and presented to God the Father.  The honors list is made up of those believers who make Bible doctrine their highest priority daily.  Rev 3:5, “Thus the winner shall be clothed in white garments and I will never blot out his title [the winner is knighted at the Judgment Seat of Christ] out of the book of life.  In fact I will acknowledge his title in the presence of My Father and before His angels [a formal presentation].”



(3)  A new order of knighthood and eternal order of chivalry will be added to the believer’s name in the Lamb’s Book of Life forever, Rev 2:17 cf. Col 3:4, 6.  The new knighthood is given to the winner, Rev 2:17, “To the winner, I will give him blessing from the hidden manna [escrow blessing for time and eternity]; also I will give him a white pebble [the resurrection body, God’s final vote of justification - they voted with colored pebbles in the ancient world], and on that white pebble has been inscribed a new title [your royal patent in the eternal heraldry] which no one knows [you are an anonymous hero during the Church Age].”



(4)  The winner will rule with Christ during the Millennium.  There are six different approaches with regard to ruling with Christ.





(a)  The a fortiori approach, Rom 5:17, “For if by the transgression of one spiritual death ruled by that one, much more, they who receive in life this surplus from grace [escrow blessing] and the gift of righteousness, much more, they shall rule through that One Jesus Christ.”




(b)  The sarcastic approach, 1 Cor 4:8, “You are already filled [with private sins]; you have already become rich [but not from escrow blessing]; you have become kings without us.  How I wish you really had become kings, so that we might also rule with you.”




(c)  The eternal security approach, 2 Tim 2:12, “If we endure [execution of the spiritual life], we shall also rule...”




(d)  The parable approach, Lk 19:12ff especially v.17, 19 “take charge over ten cities” = rulership.





(e)  The direct approach, Rev 3:21, “The winner, I will give to him the reward of sitting with me on my throne, as I have won and sat down with My Father on His throne.”




(f)  The Morning Star approach, Rev 2:26‑28.




(5)  The winner’s name is recorded in the permanent historical record section because of his invisible historical impact during the Church Age, Rev 3:12a.  The impact of the winner is anonymous as far as the record of history is concerned, but not as far as God is concerned.  The mature believer’s historical record will be recorded forever in the heavenly temple.  Each pillar will have the record of his life as a winner.  Rev 3:12, “The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God.  Furthermore, he will never again vanish [go outside] from history.  Also I will emblazon on him the title of My God, and the name of the city of My God [this will be his pass to enter the eternal city, the New Jerusalem, a satellite city suspended above the earth in the atmosphere or in space], the new Jerusalem, which shall descend from heaven from My God; also My new title [King of kings, Lord of lords, bright morning star].”




(a)  The temple of God is the eternal record center in the future.  Example: the temple at Ephesus had the great deeds of people inscribed on the pillars.





(b)  This temple of God will be the historical textbook of the true heroes of history.  The mature believer as a part of the pivot is the true impact on history.  In Gal 2:9 the mature believer is currently called a pillar of the church.




(6)  The winner receives his own coat of arms of glory, Rev 3:12b.




(7)  The winner has special privileges related to the Tree of Life, the Gazebo of the Garden, called the Paradise of God.  We are members of a special club with special parties to which only we are invited; we’re a member of the Paradise Club forever, Rev 2:7, 14; Rev 2:7, “To the winner, I will give to him the privilege of eating from the tree of life which is in the paradise of God.”  Rev 22:14, “Blessed are they [winners] who have washed their robes [rebound], that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city [new Jerusalem].”  The tree of life is the ultimate in eternal reward and blessing.
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