2 Timothy 2:26



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” and continuing the purpose clause begun at the conclusion of the last verse (with the aorist active subjunctive of DIDWMI with MĒPOTE).  Then we have the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb ANANEPHW, which means “literally to ‘become sober’, but used in a spiritual sense: to come to one’s senses again.”
  “‘To return to one’s senses’ may be rendered as ‘to again think right’ or ‘to no longer think wrong thoughts.’”


The aorist tense is a constative and futuristic aorist, gathering up into a single whole the future action of a negative, antagonistic believer changing their mind about the importance of Bible doctrine and beginning to take in doctrine again and start growing in grace.


The active voice indicates that reversionistic believers in locked-in negative volition produce the action of recovering from their status of hatred of the word of God.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose, continuing the purpose begun at the end of the last verse.

This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation (meaning: from, away from, out of, out from, separated from) from the feminine singular article and noun PAGIS, meaning “a device used to catch animals: trap, snare Lk 21:35; Mt 10:29; figuratively, that which causes one to be suddenly endangered or unexpectedly brought under control of a hostile force: trap, snare, ‘let their table become a snare (to them) Rom 11:9; 1 Tim 6:9. ‘of the devil’ 1 Tim 3:7.”
  This is modified by the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and adjective DIABOLOS, used as a substantive proper name, and translated: “of the devil” or “the devil’s trap.”  There is no verb “to escape” here.  It is added by translators and commentators because of its implication.
“and that they should come to their senses again out of the devil’s trap,”
- is the appositional nominative masculine plural perfect passive participle from the verb ZWGREW, which means “to capture alive; figuratively: you will catch people; i.e., win them for God’s kingdom, Lk 5:10.”
  In the passive voice it means “to be held captive.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action and approaches the meaning of the aorist tense.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has/have.”

The passive voice indicates that the believer in reversionism received the action of being held captive by Satan.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the aorist subjunctive verb ANANĒPHW = to come to one’s senses again.
Then we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, and meaning “by him” and referring to the devil.  The word in the ablative indicates the personal agent who performs the action expressed by a verb in the passive voice.  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of relationship from the neuter singular article and noun THELĒMA, meaning “will;” that is, what someone else wants.  The accusative of purpose indicates the aim or purpose of the action of the main verb.  The idea here is that the reversionistic believer is held captive by Satan for the purpose of executing Satan’s will in his appeal trial.  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular remote demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, which is used to identify “an entity mentioned or understood and viewed as relatively remote in the discourse setting, that person, that thing, that; referring back to and resuming a word immediately preceding, often weakened to he, she, it.  It is used to produce greater emphasis: by his grace Tit 3:7.  It is also used after a participial subject.  It is also used with reference to well-known or notorious personalities.”
  It can also be used as a personal pronoun (that one = his) either “his” or “of that one.”  It is translated “for the purpose of his will.”  
“having been held captive by him for the purpose of his will.”
2 Tim 2:26 corrected translation
“and that they should come to their senses again out of the devil’s trap, having been held captive by him for the purpose of his will.”
Explanation:
1.  “and that they should come to their senses again out of the devil’s trap,”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “Moreover, the slave of the Lord must not fight physically or verbally, but he must be kind toward all, skillful in teaching, tolerant in spite of evil, taking corrective disciplinary action in gracious humility toward those in opposition, so that perhaps God may give them a change of mind for the purpose of full knowledge of the Truth, and that they should come to their senses again out of the devil’s trap, having been held captive by him for the purpose of his will.”

b.  The purpose of corrective disciplinary action from the pastor-teacher is that the degenerate believer may come to their senses again.  The believer who rejects the word of God becomes a DIPSUCHOS or double-minded person.  They are a split personality, which further develops into full-blown neurosis or psychosis.


c.  The reversionist has lost touch with reality.  They have fallen into the snare or trap of the devil.  The trap of the devil is that they think they can be happy apart from executing the will of God.  The great lie of Satan is that a creature can be happy without God.  People accept this lie every day.



(1)  They are constantly seeking happiness apart from God.



(2)  They believe they can seek and find everything they want in life apart from a relationship with God.  



(3)  They think that their happiness depends on doing what they want, on other people doing what they want, or on having things in life.

d.  The devil’s trap is “You don’t need God.”  The reality is “You need God.”

e.  This world is Satan’s kingdom and his objective is to have a kingdom where people are content and happy to live totally apart from any relationship with God.  Unbelievers have bought into this lie and attempt to live it until they die.  The sad part is that some believers also fall into this trap and attempt to live their life apart from God.


f.  In order to live their life apart from God, the reversionist or degenerate believer must reject the word of God, the teaching of the word of God, and the will of God as taught by the Scriptures.  Therefore, the need for the pastor to bring disciplinary action against the reversionistic believer.  This disciplinary action is God knocking at the door of the reversionistic believer’s soul.  This disciplinary action is God’s invitation to the reversionist to change his mind about the importance of the word of God and recover from his negative volition and antagonism to the word of God.  This disciplinary action is the gracious action of a loving God to bring the believer back to their senses.

g.  All reversionistic believers were at one time “in their right mind” with regard to spiritual things.  This was true at least at the moment of their salvation.  Some believers run into legalists immediately after salvation, react to their burning desire to control others, and reject everything to do with Christianity from then on.  Other believers advance along rapidly, learning the word of God and executing the spiritual life until Satan brings along something or someone they have always wanted to tempt them to leave their spiritual life and go after what they have always believed deep down in their soul would really make them happy.



(1)  They are then distracted from the spiritual life and lose their senses.  They become temporarily “insane” spiritually.


(2)  If they do not recover through the warning discipline from the teaching of Bible doctrine in the church, then God turns up the heat with intensified discipline of being removed from the local church.  If that doesn’t wake them up, then they die the sin resulting in death.


h.  All believers in a state of perpetual carnality are “out of their mind.”  They have given up a perfect fellowship with God for the lie and trap of the devil.  Because believers in perpetual carnality and reversionism are “out of their mind” spiritually, they must change their mind about their frantic desire to sin, which is the trap holding them in the devil’s desire.  Once the believer changes their mind they must act upon that decision by using the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, saying “no” to temptation, and learning and obeying  the will of God.


i.  It’s far easier to say “no” to doctrine and walk away from the execution of God’s will than it is to say “yes” to doctrine and live the spiritual life.  Satan will make it as difficult as possible to live the spiritual life and as easy as possible to not do so, which is why some believers give up on the spiritual life.  It is so much easier for them to live the life Satan has to offer and not try to fight his system.  They give up and give in.

2.  “having been held captive by him for the purpose of his will.”

a.  This is not a reference to the unbeliever, but to the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  The believer is freed from captivity to Satan and his system the moment he believes in Christ, Gal 5:1, “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.”

c.  The believer who gives up on the spiritual life returns again to the yoke of slavery to the sin nature and is held captive by the devil.  Satan holds the believer captive by that believer’s desire to continue to do what they want instead of what God wants (that is perpetual carnality).


d.  Some believers just will not give up certain sins.  They like those sins and will give up every other possible sin, but not that one sin that is their favorite sin.  This is why Heb 12:1 says, “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”

e.  Satan uses sin, human good or human activism, and the arrogance of evil to keep people under his control.  Satan gives people whatever they want that is contrary to the will of God.  We know certain things are wrong, evil, sinful, bad for us, etc., but we want them and will do anything we have to do to get them.  Satan is counting on this to enslave and control believers.


f.  As long as Satan can keep a believer doing what he wants, Satan can use that believer as evidence in his appeal trial that creatures, even believers, would rather be free from God’s control and do what they really want.  When God has had enough of this testimony about a particular believer, He brings that believer home, so that Satan can no longer use him or her as evidence.


g.  Satan does not give us want we want so he can bless us.  He is only using us and taking advantage of us.  Being stupid, we allow him to do so as long as we get what we want, which is the gratification of some lust we have.


h.  Satan uses false teachers to help enslave believers, as mentioned by Peter in 2 Pet 2:18-19, “For while loudly proclaiming bombastic words of emptiness, they entice with lusts of the flesh in the sphere of sensuality those who barely escape from the ones who live in deception, promising to them freedom while they themselves are slaves of depravity; for by what anyone is defeated, by this he has been enslaved.”

i.  There are two related commands from God to all Church Age believers to not become trapped in this snare of the devil.



(1)  Gal 5:13, “For you were called into the sphere of freedom, brethren.  Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through virtue-love serve one another.”


(2)  1 Pet 2:16, “[Obey] as free men [spiritually], holding onto your [spiritual] freedom, that is, not as a cover for depravity [evil], but as God’s slaves.”

j.  Believers in perpetual carnality and reversionism are doing the will of the devil.  This is a direct violation of the will of God, and God will only put up with it for so long.  The believer who continues in this status of opposing the will of God and the word of God are out of their senses, that is, out of their mind.  Therefore, in grace God gives them every possible warning and every possible opportunity to change their mind and recover.


k.  It was important for Timothy to understand the role he played as God’s agent and for the reversionistic believers opposing Timothy and other future pastors to understand what had happened to them, what was happening to them, and what would happen to them, if they did not change their mind about the word of God.
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