2 Timothy 2:22



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which is used to transition from one thought line to a new thought line.  It is normally translated “Now,” but we have a phrase we use in English that does this more accurately: “Now then.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article, the adjective NEWTERIKOS, meaning “youthful,” and the noun EPITHUMIA, which means “lusts, desires.”  Then we have the second person singular present active imperative from the verb PHEUGW, which means “to keep from doing something by avoiding it because of its potential damage: flee from, avoid, or shun, 1 Cor 6:18, ‘flee fornication’; 1 Tim 6:11, ‘flee from these things’; 1 Cor 10:14, ‘flee idolatry’.”
  It can also be translated “avoid.”

The present tense is a tendential-customary-durative present for an action that is proposed and expected to occur right now and continue to occur throughout the rest of one’s life.

The active voice indicates that Timothy and all believers are expected to produce the action now and keep on producing this action.


The imperative mood is a command.
“Now then, flee from youthful lusts,”
- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the second person singular present active imperative from the verb DIWKW, which means “to pursue.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that has begun in the past and is expected to continue to occur right now and in the future.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “righteousness.”  This is followed by the appositional accusative direct object from the feminine singular nouns:

PISTIS, used in its passive sense, meaning “what is believed” or “doctrine.”
AGAPĒ, which means “virtue-love.”
EIRĒNĒ, which means “peace, prosperity, harmony” and refers to “spiritual prosperity.”
“but keep on pursuing righteousness, doctrine, virtue-love, spiritual prosperity”
- is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine plural articular present middle participle from the verb EPIKALEW, which means “to call upon.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, translated “with those who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple event without any reference to its progress.


The middle voice is an intensive or indirect or dynamic middle (grammarians use all these titles), which indicates that the subject is personally responsible for producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “the Lord.”  Finally, we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular adjective KATHAROS, which means “from a pure” and the noun KARDIA, which means “heart” and refers to the right side of the soul, where spiritual phenomena or Bible doctrine is stored and processed for use in thinking.
“with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart.”
2 Tim 2:22 corrected translation
“Now then, flee from youthful lusts, but keep on pursuing righteousness, doctrine, virtue-love, spiritual prosperity with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now then, flee from youthful lusts,”

a.  Paul continues with another switch of topics.  He addresses this to Timothy particularly, but it certainly and equally applies to believers generally.

b.  Paul gives Timothy a command to flee from the lusts of his sin nature that Timothy had when he was a young man and spiritually immature.

c.  Paul has known Timothy most of Timothy’s life.  Paul has seen Timothy’s lust pattern in action.  Paul already knew what Timothy’s lust pattern was; that is, the trends of his old sin nature.


d.  Paul also knows that the lust pattern will hinder his friend from advancing to spiritual maturity and becoming a vessel of honor.


e.  Therefore, Paul makes it clear what must be done—Timothy must give up his youthful lusts if he expects to advance spiritually.


f.  We all have certain things we want desperately as young adults.  We think that having these things will make us happy and fulfill our life.  As we get older we find out that such is not the case, but we still hang onto the same old desires and lusts.

g.  The verb PHEUGW means to flee, escape, run away from as fast as you can as if your life is in danger.  Your spiritual life is in danger.


h.  Do everything you can to not give in to the lust pattern of your sin nature.  Say “no” to it at every opportunity.


i.  But be particularly careful about avoiding the same lusts you had when you were a spiritual baby or new believer, because these lusts were either lusts carried over from your life as an unbeliever or emotional lusts related to your new spiritual life when you had no doctrine in your soul.

j.  For example, some believers have the youthful lust to evangelize the world, thinking that their success will cause the return of Christ.  This is an unrealistic expectation that will lead to great frustration and depression when unfulfilled.


k.  The great danger in fulfilling the lusts of the sin nature is that they involve the believer in either sin, human good and human solutions to the problems of life, or evil.

2.  “but keep on pursuing righteousness, doctrine, virtue-love, spiritual prosperity”

a.  In contrast to the lusts of the sin nature, which we had as unbelievers and new believers, we are commanded to continuously pursue four spiritual virtues of the Christian life.

b.  Righteousness.


(1)  This is not a reference to the imputed righteousness of God, which we all receive at salvation.  We don’t pursue the imputed righteousness of God, because it is given to us at salvation as a gift from God.



(2)  This refers to spiritual capacity righteousness; that is, the capacity to do the right thing in the spiritual life.



(3)  In our spiritual life there are things that are right and things that are wrong.



(4)  For example, faith alone in Christ for salvation is right.  Faith plus works is wrong.  Impersonal love toward all is right.  Being critical of others is wrong.



(5)  We pursue righteousness by first learning what God considers “right” in the Christian life.



(6)  Once we understand what He wants, then we have to diligently obey His will.



(7)  As we become more consistent in obeying God and staying filled with the Spirit, we develop a greater capacity for doing what is right.



(8)  Like anything else in life, you get better at what you practice.  The more you learn and execute the will of God, the better you become at doing it.



(9)  As you get better at executing the will, plan, and purpose of God for your life, you increase your capacity to love God, to appreciate God, and to be blessed by God.



(10)  Therefore, the pursuit of righteousness in the spiritual life is the pursuit of willing humble obedience to the will of God.


c.  Doctrine.


(1)  Pursuing doctrine or “what is believed” is learning, believing, and applying the word of God on a daily basis.



(a)  Ps 119:97 says, “O how I love Your law.  It is my meditation all the day.”



(b)  Prov 8:30, 34, “Then I was beside Him, as a master workman; and I [the personification of doctrine] was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him,” “Happy is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at my doorposts.”



(c)  Jer 7:25, “Since the day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt until this day, I have sent you all My servants the prophets, daily rising early and sending them.”



(d)  Lk 19:47, “And He was teaching daily in the temple; but the chief priests and the scribes and the leading men among the people were trying to destroy Him,”  Lk 22:53, “While I was with you daily in the temple, you did not lay hands on Me; but this hour and the power of darkness are yours.”



(e)  Acts 17:11, “Now these [believers] were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.”



(f)  Acts 19:9, “But when some were becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the people, he [Paul] withdrew from them and took away the disciples, reasoning [teaching] daily in the school of Tyrannus.”


(2)  Bible doctrine is the daily pursuit of any man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  It must also be the daily pursuit of the believer.



(3)  God provides the Manna of the Word of Life to us on a daily basis, sending His prophets, daily rising early and sending them, just as He provided Manna daily to the children of Israel in the desert.



(4)  God provides us daily what we need.  Lk 11:3, “Give us each day our daily bread.”


(5)  We not only must learn the word of God daily, but must apply it daily.  The daily application of doctrine is just as important, if not more important, than the daily intake of doctrine.  We cannot apply what we have not learned.  Both sides of the coin are essential to make up the coin.  Learning without application produces legalism.  Application without learning produces emotionalism.  Both are equally devastating to the spiritual life.


(6)  Therefore, we pursue doctrine by learning and applying what we have learned on a daily basis.



(7)  Learning and application cannot occur without humility and objectivity.  Our daily pursuit of doctrine is also our daily pursuit of humility and objectivity.


d.  Virtue-love.


(1)  We pursue virtue-love by the specific application of the doctrine we have learned related to personal love for God and impersonal love for all mankind.



(2)  Through the intake of doctrine we learn that God loves us and expects us to love others from our virtue, honor, and integrity.


(3)  As we grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, we develop a reciprocal love for Him.  “We love because He first loved us,” 1 Jn 4:19.



(4)  We also learn that God has commanded us to “love one another.”


(5)  Therefore, we pursue virtue-love by the specific application of personal or reciprocal love for God and unconditional virtue-love toward all mankind.



(6)  This is a daily and lifelong process.


e.  Spiritual prosperity or harmony with God.



(1)  The Greek word EIRĒNĒ has many nuances.  We don’t pursue peace with God; He already pursued peace with us through the salvation work of Christ on the cross.  We have been reconciled to God the Father through the judgment of our sins in Christ.  God pursued peace with us by sending His Son to be a propitiation for our sins.


(2)  However, we do pursue harmony with God.  No one has harmony with God who does not know and execute His will.



(3)  Therefore, we pursue harmony with God by learning what He wants (doctrine), doing the right thing (righteousness), which results in virtue-love.



(4)  This pursuit of harmony with God results in spiritual prosperity in the spiritual life, which Paul described in Eph 3:19 as “being filled up to all the fullness of God.”  The Greek word for “fullness” is PLĒRWMA.  The believer in harmony with God and pursuing spiritual prosperity is pursuing the status of a pleroma believer—being filled with all the fullness of God.


(5)  Spiritual prosperity includes things that this world cannot offer, such as: sharing the happiness of God, contentment, tranquility of soul, a relaxed mental attitude; virtue, honor, and integrity of soul; and total confidence in God.
3.  “with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart.”

a.  Paul commands Timothy and us to keep on doing what all other positive believers are doing.

b.  We are not alone in our spiritual advance.  There are many believers (those who call upon the Lord) pursuing the same righteousness, doctrine, virtue-love, and spiritual prosperity.

c.  But not all believers are pursuing these things from a pure heart.  The heart is the right side of the soul, where doctrine is metabolized, stored, circulated, and applied to life.

d.  Not all believers have doctrine in their soul, and not all believers are applying the doctrine they have in their soul.

e.  Some believers have impure hearts, impure thoughts, impure standards; that is, they have no spiritual capacity righteousness, no doctrine, no virtue-love, and no harmony with God.


f.  Timothy is not to react to those with impure hearts, but keep on advancing along with those who do have a pure love of the word of God and focus on obedience to God.

g.  The pastor cannot focus on those who reject the will of God and ignore his teaching.  He must focus on continuing the advance of those who are positive.


h.  Doctrine must move forward with or without us.  We either jump on the train and move on down the tracks or we will be left behind.


i.  Sometimes believers must continue their advance even when those they love are falling behind and being distracted from their pursuit of righteousness.


j.  Timothy loved his congregation, and there were some believers that were being distracted by the false teachers previously mentioned in this context.  These believers had given up on doctrine and were following their youthful lusts.  Paul orders Timothy to not allow himself to be distracted with them, but keep on advancing to the high ground of spiritual maturity and pleroma status where real spiritual prosperity awaits.

k.  This same appeal is made by God every day to all of us: keep on pursuing righteousness, doctrine, virtue-love, and spiritual prosperity.
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