2 Timothy 1:4



- is the explanatory nominative first person masculine singular present active participle from the verb EPIPOTHEW, which means “to have a strong desire for something, with implication of need: long for, desire 1 Pet 2:2; Phil 1:8; 2:26; 2 Cor 5:2; 9:14; Rom 1:11; 1 Thes 3:6; 2 Tim 1:4.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to Timothy.  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb EIDON, which means “to see” in the sense of ‘spend time with someone.’

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the entire time Paul wishes to be with Timothy.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The infinitive is a complimentary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the previous participle “to long for, desire.”
“longing to see you,”
- is the appositional nominative first person masculine singular perfect passive participle from the verb MIMNĒISKOMAI, which means “to remind oneself, to recall to one’s own mind, to remember.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that Paul received the action of remembering.


The participle is a causal participle, indicating the reason why the action of the main verb (here the participle which functions like a main verb = to desire) takes place.  The word “because” is used in the translation to bring out this concept.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” and referring to Timothy.  With this we have the genitive direct object from the neuter plural article and noun DAKRUON, which means “tears, weeping.”
“because I have remembered your tears,”
- is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  This is followed by the genitive direct object from the feminine singular noun CHARA, which means something beyond mere happiness, but rather “a superabundance of happiness.”  Finally, we have the first person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PLĒROW, which means “to be filled with; to be brought to completion; to be fulfilled.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which indicates an event which has not in fact happened but which is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.  The action will occur at an indefinite point in the future (aorist tense) rather than at a specific point (future tense).

The passive voice indicates that Paul will receive the action of being filled with a superabundance of happiness by seeing Timothy again.


The subjunctive mood is a potential, based upon Paul’s imprisonment and impending death, and the chance that Timothy might not get there in time.
“in order that I might be filled with a superabundance of happiness,”
2 Tim 1:4 corrected translation
“longing to see you, because I have remembered your tears, in order that I might be filled with a superabundance of happiness,”
Explanation:
1.  “longing to see you,”

a.  The entire sentence reads so far: “I keep on being grateful to God, whom I am serving with a pure conscience as my ancestors did, because I keep on having a constant memory concerning you in my prayers night and day, longing to see you, because I have remembered your tears, in order that I might be filled with a superabundance of happiness.”

b.  Paul was in prison now and all his friends have deserted him or been sent to work elsewhere.  Therefore, he naturally misses his best friend very much and longs to see Timothy.  There were several reasons for Paul longing to see Timothy.



(1)  He wanted to give his final private instructions to Timothy on what to expect in the affairs of the Church after his death.




(a)  This would include the copying and circulation of his canonical letters.




(b)  This would include the phasing out of apostolic authority and the rise of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.



(c)  This would include continued missionary activity into new areas.




(d)  This would include instructions on dealing with continued satanic attacks on the Church and the Churches relationship to the civil government.



(2)  Paul also wanted to personally and privately thank his old friend for all he had done for him and express his personal love for him.



(3)  Paul wanted to encourage Timothy to press on in his mission and responsibilities as a pastor-teacher and leader of one of the most important local churches in the world at that time.



(4)  Paul also needed to settle his own personal affairs, which meant leaving all of his material possessions to his spiritual son, Timothy.

2.  “because I have remembered your tears,”

a.  Paul now gives the main reason why he longs to see Timothy.

b.  The last time Paul saw Timothy, Timothy was in tears over what was happening to Paul.  This cannot refer to the tearful good-byes said at Miletus in Acts 20-21, for Timothy was one of the men who accompanied Paul from Miletus to Jerusalem.  There is no mention in Acts of this occasion, most likely because it happened after the recorded events in the book of Acts, which ends with Paul’s first Roman imprisonment.


c.  The only possible solution is that this refers to Paul’s second arrest and imprisonment.  It is quite possible that Timothy was with Paul when he was arrested the second time by the Roman authorities.  Paul and Timothy both knew that a second arrest meant impending judgment against Paul, otherwise why would he be arrested again.  He had done nothing wrong.  Therefore, Timothy would have probably broken down emotionally, realizing that he may never see his friend again and that Paul was certain to die.


d.  Paul could not get the picture out of his mind of his best friend having to watch him be seized, tied up, and led away to certain death.  Paul didn’t want to leave Timothy that way and needed to see him to instill in him the same courage to press on in his life as Paul had to press on into eternity.

e.  Timothy needed comforting and Paul, who should have been the one needing comforting, was the one who would give the comfort to those left behind.  Those left behind are the ones who need comfort in the loss of a loved one.  The one departing needs no comforting, if they have an eternal relationship with God.

3.  “in order that I might be filled with a superabundance of happiness,”

a.  Paul then states his purpose in longing to see Timothy one more time.

b.  Paul wants to have a superabundance of happiness in his dying grace.  Paul knows that this cannot happen if he is worried about Timothy.  Paul wants to be absolutely confident that Timothy will be alright spiritually, emotionally, doctrinally and every other way after he is gone.


c.  In order to make this happen, Paul must see Timothy one more time, so he can accomplish the following things:



(1)  Paul must fill up Timothy’s soul with the doctrine necessary for Timothy to have a superabundance of happiness with regard to what is about to happen.  What is about to happen?



(a)  Paul is about to be absent from the body and face-to-face with the Lord.  That is no reason for unhappiness.  That is the happiest event any of us can imagine.




(b)  Paul is about to be in heaven with another of his best friends, Peter, who will join him within the year.




(c)  Paul is about to see Stephen and James the apostle, two of the first martyrs of the Church.




(d)  Paul is going to see hundreds, if not thousands, of believers from all over the Roman world, whom he evangelized, taught doctrine, watched grow in grace and love for the Lord, and who have died and gone to be with the Lord ahead of him.




(e)  Paul will get to see all the family and friends from Tarsus and Jerusalem and Antioch, whom he lived with, learned with, and who eventually believed in Christ.



(2)  Timothy is about to become one of the most important men in the Church Age and the pastor-teacher (under the authority of the apostle John) of one of the greatest local churches in the world.



(3)  Timothy, along with Luke, Barnabas, and Apollos, is going to become greatly responsible for the circulation of a major portion of the New Testament canon of Scripture—the collection of Paul’s letters.


(4)  Timothy is going to become occupied with Christ as never before with the departure of Paul.


d.  Nothing but great things will come from the death of Paul, and Paul needs Timothy to realize this and concentrate on this, so Timothy can have the same superabundance of happiness in facing Paul’s death as Paul must have.  Paul will teach Timothy the principle of Ps 30:5b, “Weeping may last for the night, but a shout of joy comes in the morning.”

e.  In God’s eternal plan for the believer there is always another day for a superabundance of happiness.  Ps 118:24, “This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be in a superabundance of happiness.”  This is the final principle that Paul needs to teach Timothy before he departs.


f.  Dying grace is the superabundance of happiness beyond any other happiness ever known in this life, and it is available to every believer, who loves the Lord Jesus Christ.

g.  This superabundance of happiness is the inexpressible joy of 1 Pet 1:8-9, “Whom, though having not seen, you love, and in Whom, though you do not see now but believe, you rejoice with inexpressible and glorious joy, since you are obtaining the goal of your faith—the salvation of your souls.”
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