2 Timothy 1:1



- is the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular proper name PAULOS, meaning “Paul.”  Then we have the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular noun APOSTOLOS, which means “the commander” and is used as a technical theological term for one of the men designated by the Lord Jesus Christ as being in charge of the Church during the pre-canon period of the Church Age.  We commonly transliterate it as “the apostle.”  This is followed by the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper names CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “of or belonging to Christ Jesus.”
“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus”
- is the preposition DIA (which is used here as a “marker of instrumentality or circumstance whereby something is accomplished or effected, translated: by, via, through
) plus the ablative of source from the neuter singular noun THELĒMA with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “the will of God.”
“through the will of God”
- is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference or respect (translated “according to”) from the feminine singular noun EPAGGELIA, which means “the promise.”  With this we have the genitive of the product from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ, which means “of the life in the sense of: which produces life.”  This is a reference to eternal life, which is promised by God to anyone who trusts in the Lord Jesus Christ for eternal salvation.
“according to the promise of the life,”
 - is the appositional genitive from the feminine singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun, translated “which” and referring back to the ‘promise of life’ just mentioned.  Then we have the preposition EN plus locative of place from the masculine singular proper names CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, which means “in Christ Jesus.”  There is no verb.  It is implied, and therefore, omitted on purpose for emphasis.  This is called ellipsis as a figure of speech.  Literally this says, “according to the promise of the life, which [is] in Christ Jesus.”
“which [is] in Christ Jesus,”
2 Tim 1:1 corrected translation
“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God according to the promise of the life, which [is] in Christ Jesus,”
Explanation:
1.  “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus”

a.  This exact title ‘Paul, the apostle of Christ Jesus’ is used by Paul in 2 Cor 1:1, Col 1:1, Eph 1:1, and 1 Tim 1:1. 


b.  Paul begins this epistle with a dogmatic declaration that it is he himself who is writing to the Timothy.


c.  The full weight and authority of Paul as an apostle of Jesus Christ is behind these words, which Timothy will need, when he teaches this epistle to the congregation in Ephesus.

d.  Since this title is identical to Paul’s title in his letter to the Ephesians, they will recognize the contents of this epistle as genuine and authoritative for Timothy to use in teaching the principles in this epistle, directly encouraging the pastor on the one hand and condemning negative volition to doctrine among believers on the other hand.  Paul declares that he is one of the apostles of Christ Jesus because some of the Ephesians have rejected his authority.



(1)  This is Paul’s way of reminding those who are still positive to his teaching that he has not forgotten that God has graciously given him the authority over these believers to care for their needs.



(2)  The title “Christ Jesus” puts the name “Christ” first to emphasize the ministry of our Lord to others.  This is Paul’s way of reminding the Ephesians that he is ministering to them, which is much more important than his personal desires or needs.


d.  Paul has the duty and responsibility of caring for the spiritual needs of those with the gift of pastor-teacher.  So he writes to all pastors indirectly through Timothy to encourage them, teach them, and warn them. 

2.  “through the will of God”

a.  Paul again reminds Timothy and the believers in the Ephesian church (as well as all of us) that he is an apostle because of the will of God.  It was God’s decision that Paul should be an apostle, not Paul’s decision.



(1)  This indicates that the sovereignty of God freely functions in human history to affect the affairs of man.



(2)  Man has free will and can make decisions, just as some believers have done to reject the authority of Paul as an apostle and Timothy as a pastor-teacher.  But God can also make decisions, and He has by making Paul His personal representative on earth to these believers.


b.  Paul never asked to be an apostle.  God made him an apostle because God wanted to do this.  God doesn’t make a person a pastor-teacher because that person wants to be one.  God does so because it is the right thing to do, not because the person wants it.

c.  When God makes a decision to do something, the believer has no right to do anything to attempt to prevent the execution of that will.  Two types of believers attempt to prevent the execution of God’s will:


(1)  those in reversionism, Christian degeneracy, or perpetual carnality, who actively oppose God in what He wants.  They can be either believers or unbelievers and will be mentioned in this letter.



(2)  those in carnality, who passively oppose God by simply ignoring His will and doing nothing.  An example of this is the man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, who fails to prepare for the ministry.  He has no right to fail to prepare.  It is God’s will that counts, not his.

3.  “according to the promise of life,”

a.  Paul is the official representative of the Lord Jesus Christ’s promise that eternal life will be given to anyone who believes in Christ.

b.  The man with the spiritual gift of apostle was responsible for delivering the message of that promise to a lost and dying world.

c.  The same responsibility extends to the man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  Paul is reminding Timothy of this fact.


d.  The promise of life is the promise of eternal life through faith alone in Christ alone.  This promise is mentioned in:



(1)  Acts 2:38-40, “Peter said to them [Jewish unbelievers who had gathered together at Pentecost], ‘Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.’  And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, ‘Be saved from this perverse generation.’”


(2)  Acts 13:26-, 32-33, 46.



(a)  Verse 26, “to us the message of this salvation has been sent.”



(b)  Verse 32-33, “And we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers, that God has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus,”



(c)  Verse 46, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.”


(3)  Acts 26:6-7, “And now I am standing trial for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers; the promise to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly serve God night and day.  And for this hope, O King, I am being accused by Jews.”


(4)  Gal 3:22, “But the Scripture has imprisoned everyone under the sin nature, in order that the promise might be given to those who believe by faith in Jesus Christ.”


(5)  Eph 3:5-7, “which mystery doctrine in other generations was not made known to mankind as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets by means of the Holy Spirit; that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs and fellow-members of the same body and sharers together of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, through which gospel I have become a minister according to the gift of the grace of God which was given to me on the basis of the function of His Divine power.”


(6)  Heb 9:15, “For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”


(7)  Heb 11:9, “By means of doctrine [the application of the faith-rest drill] he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land  dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise [eternal life and eternal rewards and blessings].”


(8)  2 Pet 3:9, “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”


(9)  1 Jn 2:25, “This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.”
4.  “which [is] in Christ Jesus,”

a.  God the Father’s promise of eternal life with all the rewards, blessings, spiritual power, and spiritual life that accompany that eternal life is fulfilled in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.

b.  God’s promise of eternal life is fulfilled in the resurrection of Christ from the dead.  If God the Father fulfilled His promise to the humanity of Christ, who trusted in the Father, then God the Father and God the Holy Spirit will fulfill the promise of resurrection and eternal life with God by the resurrection of anyone who believes in Christ.

c.  The title “Christ” is mentioned first here to emphasis our Lord’s ministry as the Messiah and His fulfillment of that ministry.


d.  The title “Jesus” emphasizes the humanity of our Lord and the fact that He accomplished His mission from the Father’s plan in His humanity.  His humanity was delivered from the grave just as our humanity is delivered from the grave.


e.  We are placed into union with Christ, which means that we share all that Christ has.  He has eternal life and we share in that eternal life.  He has a resurrection body and we shall be like Him.  1 Jn 3:2, “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be.  We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.”

f.  1 Thes 4:14, “For if we believe that Jesus died and has risen, so also God [the Father] will bring with Him [our Lord] those who have fallen asleep through their relationship with Jesus.”

g.  Paul’s primary message as the official representative of Christ was resurrection to eternal life with God through eternal relationship with the person of Jesus Christ.  Without this relationship with Christ through faith alone in Him there is no resurrection and no promise of eternal life.

h.  Paul’s emphasis to Timothy and all communicators of God’s message to mankind must always include God’s promise of eternal life through faith in Christ.


i.  Timothy is responsible for teaching this concept to his own congregation and directing them to take that same message to a lost and dying world.  Lk 19:10, “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
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