INTRODUCTION TO SECOND THESSALONIANS

A.  Isagogics.


1.  The background for the epistle is the same as for the writing of First Thessalonians.  The city of Thessalonica was named after the step sister of Alexander the Great.  The church was founded on Paul’s second missionary journey and was composed mostly of Gentiles.


2.  When Paul left Philippi, he left Luke behind to monitor the progress of the Church and took Timothy and Silas with him to Thessalonica.


3.  Paul spent four or five months in Thessalonica before being forced to leave by the jealousy of the Jews.


4.  Paul went to Berea and was well received.  The Judaizers followed and stirred up the crowds.  Paul left Silas and Timothy in Berea while he moved on to Athens.  In Athens, Paul sent back word for Silas and Timothy to join him in Athens.  They come to Athens.  Paul sends Timothy back to Thessalonica (1 Thes 3:1-2) and Silas to Philippi to check on the churches.


5.  After being rejected in Athens, Paul moved on to Corinth, where Silas and Timothy finally joined him again.  Timothy brings disturbing news which motivates Paul to write 1 Thessalonians.


6.  A few months pass by and Paul finds it necessary to write again.  Some of the Thessalonians were emotionally out of control because of their belief in the immanency of the Rapture of the Church and Second Advent of Christ.  They blurred all distinctions between the Rapture and second Advent, the Church and Israel, and the chnage in dispensations.  Some of the Thessalonians concluded that, if indeed the present world were so soon to come to an end, then it was useless to pursue work and the other mundane things of the world any longer.  They gave up their jobs and normal way of life in expectation of the Rapture and Second Advent.  This endangered the whole framework of society in the Thessalonian church.


7.  Those who encouraged this delusion, circulated a letter supposedly written by Paul in confirmation of their views.


8.  To check this evil, Paul writes Second Thessalonians and attempts to remove their misunderstanding of the relationship of the Rapture of the Church to the Second Advent and the certain signs which must precede the second Advent.  He had already verbally taught them of these signs when he was with them.  Paul doesn't teach them new information, but alludes to facts which he has already explained.  This explains the extreme obscurity of his description of these signs in this epistle.

B.  Canonicity.


1.  Both the internal and external evidence for the canonicity of this epistle is excellent.


2.  The External Evidence.



a.  The epistle is included in Marcion's collection of Paul's works, c. 140 AD.



b.  It is mentioned in the Muratorian Canon, C. 180 AD.



c.  It is quoted by name by Irenaeus.



d.  It was apparently known to Ignatius, Justin Martyr, and Polycarp.


3.  The Internal Evidence.



a.  The language and style are Paul's.



b.  The subject-matter would be inconceivable after Paul's death.  No one would have thought of representing the apostle as expecting to be alive at the parousia when it was known that he was already dead.



c.  The imminence of the parousia is itself a strong argument in favor of authenticity since it reflects a primitive period in church development.

C.  Place and Date of the Epistle.  The epistle was written from Corinth a few months after Paul's writing of First Thessalonians in 51 AD.

D.  Purpose of the Epistle.


1.  To correct the believer's misunderstandings about the Rapture, the Tribulation, and the Second Advent.


2.  With the result that the correct practical application of this doctrine is that they would go back to work and live normal lives.
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