2 Thes 2:1


is the transitional use of the conjunctive particle DE, meaning “Now” plus the first person plural present active indicative from the verb ERWTAW, which means, “to ask, request, or urge.”

The present tense is a pictorial present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Team Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
 is the vocative masculine plural from the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren.”
“Now we urge you, brethren,”
 is the preposition HUPER plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun PAROUSIA, meaning “concerning” or “with reference to the coming.”

1.  The noun PAROUSIA means “presence; coming, advent.”  The word became a technical term for the official visit of a person of high rank, especially of kings and emperors visiting a province.  It is almost always used of our Lord’s return at the Second Advent.


2.  It is used in various ways the following passages:



a.  For the coming of our Lord at the Second Advent.




(1)  Mt 24:3, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?”  The “end of the age” refers to the end of the Jewish age (since at this time the disciples had no idea there would be a Church Age); therefore, this is a reference to the Second Advent.




(2)  1 Thes 2:19, “For who is our confidence, or happiness, or crown of pride?  None other than you in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?”  Paul’s happiness will be the greatest when he sees the entire royal family with Christ at the Second Advent.




(3)  2 Thes 2:8-9, “And then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming,”  The lawless one is the man of sin, indwelt by Satan during the Tribulation.  Therefore, this is a reference to the Second Advent.




(4)  2 Pet 1:16, “For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.”  The context of Mt 16:27-17:2, indicates this is a reference to our Lord at the Second Advent to which Peter alludes here.




(5)  2 Pet 3:4, “and saying, `Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.’“  This is a quote from various places in the Old Testament, which indicates this is a reference to the Second Advent, since the Rapture of the Church is mystery doctrine not revealed in the Old Testament.



b.  For the coming of the man of sin, 2 Thes 2:9, “that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders.”  The man of sin comes during the Tribulation.



c.  For the Rapture of the Church.




(1)  1 Cor 15:23, “But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming.”  The Church is the second in order of resurrection, and we are resurrected at the Rapture of the Church.




(2)  1 Thes 4:15, “For we declare this to you by means of the word of the Lord that we who remain alive at the coming of the Lord will never precede those who have fallen asleep.”  This is a reference to the time of the resurrection of the Church, which again indicates the Rapture of the Church rather than the Second Advent.




(3)  2 Thes 2:1, “Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together to Him,”  The phrase “gathering together to Him” indicates this is a reference to the Rapture of the Church.




(4)  Jam 5:7-8, “Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord.  Behold, the farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains.  You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.”  The immanency of the Rapture is in view here.




(5)  1 Jn 2:28, “And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.”  Since some will suffer shame at the judgment seat of Christ, this is a reference to the Rapture of the Church rather than at the Second Advent of our Lord when we will come with Him in honor, in glory, and in power.



d.  For the arrival of people at a new location, 1 Cor 16:17; 2 Cor 7:6-7; Phil 1:26.



e.  For the presence of someone, either the fact that someone has come into your presence or that you have gone into their presence.




(1)  2 Cor 10:10; Phil 2:12.




(2)  1 Thes 3:13, “resulting in strengthening your hearts blameless in holiness before God, even our Father, in the presence of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.”  This is a reference to our presence before the Lord at the judgment seat of Christ.




(3)  1 Thes 5:23, “Now may the God of peace Himself [the Lord Jesus Christ] set you apart to God as perfect; that is, may your spirit and soul and body be preserved undamaged, blameless in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


f.  For the coming of the eternal state (the day of God), 2 Pet 3:12, “looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!”

3.  Characteristics of the Coming of Our Lord.



a.  Mt 24:27, “For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.”


b.  Mt 24:37-39, “For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  For as in those days which were before the flood, they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.”
 - is the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and nouns KURIOS, IĒSOUS, and CHRISTOS plus the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
“with reference to the coming [Rapture] of our Lord Jesus Christ”
is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”
is the objective genitive feminine singular from the noun EPISUNAGWGĒ, which means “the action of assembling with someone” [the preposition EPI always follows this noun to indicate the persons with whom you assemble].

is the preposition EPI plus the accusative of association from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person singular person pronoun, translated “with Him.”
“and our assembling with Him”
2 Thes 2:1 corrected translation
“Now we urge you, brethren, with reference to the coming [Rapture] of our Lord Jesus Christ and our assembling with Him”
Explanation:
1.  Paul now changes topics and will take up the major subject of this epistle—the events surrounding the Rapture and second advent of Christ.

2.  Paul makes this an urgent request to get the attention of the Thessalonians, so that they will not be deceived by false doctrine.  There were false teachers spreading a false doctrine, both verbally and in writing, that the Rapture had already taken place and that the Second Advent was about to take place.  Paul refutes this teaching in the rest of this chapter.

3.  Outline of Chapter Two.


a.  The Warning Against False Teaching, vv. 1-2.


b.  The Timing of the Tribulation, vv. 3-8.



(1)  The revelation of the man of lawlessness, v. 3.



(2)  The man of sin’s great blasphemy, v. 4.



(3)  A parenthesis on repetition, v. 5.



(4)  The restraint of the man of sin, v. 6.



(5)  The Mystery of Lawlessness, v. 7.



(6)  The destruction of the man of sin, v. 8.



(7)  The power behind the man of sin, v. 9.


c.  The fate of the unbeliever during the Tribulation, vv. 10-12.


d.  The fate of the believer, vv. 13-17.

4.  This chapter begins as if Paul is going to discuss the Rapture because he talks about our gathering together to Christ.  However, his main subject will be the second advent of Christ and the Tribulation, which must precede the Second Advent.  In this way, Paul can insert the timing of the Rapture into God’s historical framework without confusion to those who clearly understood the circumstances surrounding the second advent of Christ from the Old Testament.  Since these Gentiles understood that the Second Advent must come after the man of sin is revealed during the Tribulation, it is easy for Paul to remind them that the Second Advent must follow the Tribulation.  And to keep the Rapture from being confused with the Second Advent, it is easy for Paul to remind them that as believers they are already gathered together to Christ prior to all this happening.
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